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ABSTRACT

The book discusses the features of English society in the 17th century
by studying its structure, governance, family, kinship and neighborliness, as
well as its education and religion. Then it concludes that England at that
time was a rural and high-stratified society.

It was ranked structurally by birth, title, wealth, occupation, life style
and tenure of authority that all were inter-effective and changeable . All ranks
and occupations were not closed castes but open and obscure ones, which
overlapped each other on margins. Social mobility was an inner-structural
characteristics and self-adjust mechanism that promoting England to move
forward in the late 17" century.

‘Gentry’ s auto-government’ was main feature of local governance. So-
cial control mechanism included 3 levels: judge and assize;justice of peace
and quarter session ; parish minister and constable. JPs who consisted of ama-
teur gentry were in a key position.This ‘agree-government’ depended on tra-
ditional social customs,networks and gentry awareness of not being the ruled
but the rulers.It is co-operated to the stratified system.

Family , the minimum and basic unit in the English society, also indicat-
ed the feature of hierarchy. Aristocracy and gentry showed so monomaniac
concerns with the parity of statue and wealth when selecting marriage part-
ners that resulted in endogamous marriage within ranks. At the same time,
the family formations and marital relationships in different social ranks indi-

cated the feature,too.
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The social networks included kinship, neighborliness, paternalism and
deference. Within lower ranks neighborhood was the most important. Both
aristocracy and the upper gentry were deeply preoccupied with lineage and
tended to use the ties of kinship to reinforce political and economic al-
liances . The networks of patronage and clientage stretched up in a gradusted
ladder of dominance and sub-ordination.

It witnessed education development, nonconformity and custom reform
in the 17th century . From education expansion, enrollment and literacy , there
really was an expansion . But the opportunities and utilities for education were
still different by ranks. Nonconformity , custom reform and so on were perme-
ated vertically through ranks but they mainly enforced differentiation among
the people.

In a word,in the 17th century England was not other structures or pat-
temns but a high-stratified hierarchy.
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