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important

fast and fun for readers

Understanding idioms is _ to learn 150 idioms. Each

an important part of learning and
speaking English well. Native speak-
ers frequently use idioms when they
speak and write. Idioms are colorful
and interesting, and they tell us a lot
about the culture of native speakers.
However, they are sometimes hard to
understand.

This book will help you understand
150 idioms as well as the way they
are used in different situations. You’ll
improve your ability to speak and un-
derstand English naturally. And, as
you learn more about American
culture, you’ll have an easier time
speaking with and getting to know
Americans.

The content

This book is organized to make it

chapter introduces five new idioms in
an interesting dialogue. This dialogue
involves natural spoken English, and
it improves cultural awareness by
showing how Americans often act in
different situations.

Next, definitions for the idioms are
given. Three sentence patterns are then
presented to help improve speaking
fluency. Two idiom exercises follow
to test students’ understanding of the
idioms and their ability to use them.

After every five chapters, there is a
reading section which uses all the idi-
oms from the previous five chapters in
an interesting story. Five reading com-
prehension questions follow each of

these stories.

2003.11.27
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them to each other.

Stephen, I'd like to introduce you to my good friend Kelly.
Hi, Kelly. It’s good to know you.

Same here. I've heard a lot about you.

All good, I hope.

For the most part.

Well, I hope you believed the good parts and fook the rest
with a grain of salt.

Actually, Matt can’t stop singing your praises.

Now you’re pulling my leg. End ¥
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® same here—me too Feth—F¢

+ A: I'm getting hungry.
B: Same here. Let’s get something to eat.

@ for the most part—mostly KER

¢ For the most part, Singapore is hot throughout the year.

® take something with a grain of salt—be careful about
believing something POR S ¥i3 =1

¢ You better take what Greg said with a grain of salt.

® sing someone’s praises —compliment someone —— %43 # A
¢ Marty was singing your praises at work today.

¢ pull someone’s leg—joke around with someone

. PREE N IFECZE
+ You found $5,000 today? I think you’re pulling my leg.

o FYRIGS
%3] T A AR . ‘
It’s good to CE
It’s nice to know you.
It’s a pleasure to
E 2 believed the good parts.
I hope you had a good time.
had fun.
A3 singing your praises.
Matt can’t stop laughing.

smiling.
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SR TR — AR TTRORIE , A RE
FRAA—¥K.

@D The boss was singing your praises this morning. You may get

promoted soon.

© Things don’t change very much around here. :

everything’s just as it was twenty years ago.

® You’re hungry? . Let’s get something to eat.

© That story can’t be true. You must be

O Katie doesn’t always tell the truth, so after you hear what she says, you

better

WL S AR RS,
@ (take something with a grain of salt)
Lenny likes to make up stories, so you should take anything he

says with a grain of sall.

O (for the most part)

® (sing someone’s praises)

© (pull someone’s leg)
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Meeting people BRI, 5% AFIKLE

® Following are questions people commonly ask each other when
they first meet. Two possible answers are given for each question.
______ YOt du yoade for AIAMES o o s

I'm a flight attendant.
= [ work at a small clothing store.

_______ Do you live around here?

= No, [ don’t. My house is all the way across town.
® Yes, I do. My place isn’t too far from here.

Do you come around here often?

= ] come out here every chance I get.
" No, it’s my first time here.

i When Americans meet each EXE Ak

other for the first time, they ‘ w1 F

I shake hands. They also say, FHHEHB: “RE

. “Nice tomeet you” or“Goodto . ZRF{”. &

% know you.” Fht—EEH

When you shake someone’s ' #, 5 & 5k

- hand, you should do it firmly, %, R’REILD

é not loosely. Hold the person’s : B, HEHERE,
§ hand for a few seconds. Then, RIEH I, ‘
i smile and let it go. !
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Zhang Mei Lan:

Su Hul Feng: |

Zhang Mei Lan]
bu Hui Feng: |

Zhang Mei Lan]

£ ¥7|: =t

oooooo 00 P0r0 0PI N0 0NN EIRERR0000IRRRIRORLS ereessene

" Su Hui Feng introduces himself to an at a party.

Hi. Having a good time?

So, so. I’ve been to so many of these parties. They all
seem preify much the same after a while.

No doubt. By the way, my name’s Su Hui Feng.
I’'m Zhang Mei Lan.

Good to know you. Say, there’s no food here. I was
planning to fake off and get something to eat. Wanna
come?

I’'m game. Anything to get out of here. This place is
Dullsville.

For sure. Do you like pizza?

It’s my favorite!

Great, let’s go! e ¢
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¢ pretty much —basically A |

¢ That’s pretty much what I do for a living.

4 no doubt—definitely ZE TC B 7] Hi
+ A: This game is going to be great.

B: No doubt.
& take off—leave 5 ¥
+ I’'m planning to take off in a minute.

& I’'m game—OK; I'll go along with that F&m
+ Yeah, a movie sounds great. ['m game.

@ this place is Dullsville—this place is very boring/dull

X HbE B I
+ This place is Dullsville. Let’s get out of here.
.. AYRIES
%3] T A AR -
GF: B so many of these parties.
I’ve been to a lot of different countries.
this restaurant before.
SEp) take off.
I was planning to go shopping.
get started.
AR 3 come?
Wanna start?

go with me?




