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1. The Bald Man and the Fly
Aesop

A fly bit the bare head of a bald man who,
endeavoring to destroy it, gave himself a heavy slap.
Escaping, the fly said mockingly, “You who have wished
to revenge, even with death, the prick of a tiny insect, see
what you have done to yourself to add insult to injury?”
The bald man replied, “I can easily make peace with
myself, because I know there was no intention to hurt.
But you, an evil and contemptible insect who delights in
sucking human blood, I wish that I could have killed you
even if I had incurred a heavier penalty.”

Revenge will hurt the avenger.

Notes:

l.endeavorn. B4, BHh v. 8h, B’Ah
2. mockingly adj. BXEH]

3.revenge n. iR v. BRiL

4. prickv. ® n 3L

5.insult n. #85F v. 85

6. contemptible adj. FTERHI

7.incurv. B, F¥F
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2. The Boasting Traveler
Aesop

A man who had traveled abroad boasted very much,
on returning to his own country, of the many wonderful
and heroic feats he had performed in the different places
he had visited. Among other things, he said that when he
was at Rhodes he had leaped to such a distance that no
man of his day could leap anywhere near him as to that,
there were in Rhodes many persons who saw him do it
and whom he could call as witnesses. Onec of the
bystanders interrupted him, saying: “Now, my good man,
if this be all true there is no need of witnesses. Suppose
this to be Rhodes, and leap for us.”

He who does a thing well does not need to boast.

Notes:

1. perform v. BT, SCHE

2. witnessn. HirE v. fRE
3. bystander n. FWHE

4. interrupt v. HEHE, FTH
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3. The Frogs and the Well
Aesop

Two frogs lived together in a marsh. But one hot
summer the marsh dried up, and they left it to look for
another place to live in: for frogs like damp places. By
and by they came to a deep well, and one of them looked
down into it, and said to the other, “This looks a nice cool
place. Let us jump in and settle here.”

But the other, who had a wiser head on his
shoulders, replied, “Not so fast, my friend. Supposing
this well dried up like the marsh, how should we get out
again?”’

Look before you leap.
Notes:
1. marshn. &

2. damp adj. BN v. FEE
3. setllev. XK
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4. The Wolf and the Crane
Aesop

A wolf was eating his supper one day when a bone
stuck in his throat. Choking and coughing, he howled
about the countryside asking every animal he met to help
him.

“There’s a good reward for anyone who can save
me,” he spluttered.

A crane heard about this promise and offered to
help.

“Open your mouth wide, wolf,” she said, and poked
her long beak deep into his throat. “Here is the bone that
has been troubling you,” she added politely as soon as
her head was out of the wolf’s mouth. “T trust you will
now be able to give me the reward you promised.”

“Reward,” laughed the wolf, showing all his
gleaming teeth in a mean smile and quite forgetting his
sore throat. “You are lucky I didn’t snap your head off
with one bite. That should be enough of a reward for you,
ungrateful bird. And it is certainly all you will get from
me.”

If you only help people because you can get
something out of it for yourself, you’ll be disappointed.
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