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= 1. A Special Teachers’ Day Present

It was Teachers’ Day again last Friday. Before it came, we
were thinking for a long time what we would do for our English
teacher and what present we would give her on that day. Li Wei
said, “Let’s give our teacher a surprise. ” “What surprise?” we
asked. She went on, “Every day before the class, one of us will
give a weather-and-news report. I think on that day, the reporter
will give the English teacher a card and a bottle of pure drinking
water. As we all know, water is pure and clean, just like our love
to the teacher. Water is also useful to the teacher. She talks a lot

in class. "“That’s a good idea. "we shouted and agreed.




On Teachers’ Day, as soon as the teacher walked in and
said, “It's time for class,” we stood up and shouted, “Happy
Teachers’ Day! ” Li Wei went to the front, and gave her a card
with our best wishes and a bottle of water. We did give our
teacher a surprise. She held the bottle and didn’t know what to
say at first, and then she smiled happily. She opened the bottle
and drank the water at once and said, “This is the best water I've
ever had. Thank you very much. ” We knew she understood our
meaning. There was a lovely smile on everyone’s face. The
teacher and all the students felt very happy.

What a special Teachers” Day present! What an unforget-
table Teachers’ Day !

special ['spefol] adj. F&3IHY, H5k .

surprise [so'praiz] n. 1WA, R present ['preznt] n 4.4
useful [Ju'sﬂ] adj. FFK) pure [pjusl adj 2L, 41
understood [.Anda 'stud] understand it &=

unforgetiable [ianfolgetobl] adj. 4 AMERH)
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2. Mao Zedong in His Teenagehood

By the time Mao Zedong was 13 years old, he had already
read the Four Books and Five Classics. When his father saw his
son had been at school for five years, he was very satisfied.

One day, when his father was busy with the work on hand
and said, “Don’t go to school. Help me do something. I am very
busy indeed.” Mao Zedong respected his parents very
much. Though he wanted to go on with his study, he felt sorry
that his father was so busy. When his father saw that he didn't
say a word for a long time, he said, “You can first learn some

farm work, and then learn to do business when you grow up.”
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Mao Zedong was unwilling to do business, for this was not

—=/what he wanted to do. But he had to listen to his father’s in-

structions. From that day on Mao Zedong, aged 13, started to
learn how to till the land. Mao Zedong worked in the fields dur-
ing the day, and kept account for his father at night. Though he
was had to work far into the night, he kept on reading. His father
was unhappy about this and said, “Dont read during the
night. You waste too much oil. © He covered the window with a
blue-flowered quilt so as not to make his father see the light.
When Mao Zedong was free, he would go to see his cousin,
who taught at an old-style private school, and took classic liter-
ature lessons from him. Sometimes when Mao Zedong finished
farm work, he would grope his way to his uncle’s for a long time
on a dark night, and asked him to correct the articles he had
written. His uncle, a man of great learning, was moved. He
thought highly of Mao Zedong and said, “You are a studious good

”

boy.

classic ['klzesik] n ZKfE, £F

satisfied ['sztisfaid] adj. Eﬂ]ﬁiﬁ‘l

respect [ri 'spekt] n. HA ME business ['blzms] n ﬁﬁﬁ &ﬁ
unyilling {uAn'Wﬂm] adj. Z‘:iﬁﬁﬂg instruction [in'" stmk_l‘an] n. 88
till [tlll ot. iz ~ account [o'kaunt] n 'H‘Q: Kk H
cousin ['RAZII] n. ﬁﬂ»%”%  literature ['htarit[a] e XF
studmua [st;u:djas] ad; ﬁl&&g gope [group] v. & n. #R
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~ = 3. Fifteen Ounces of Silver

One day a rich man lost fifteen ounces of silver on his way
to the town. A poor man wanted to go to the nearest market to sell
some things. On his way to the market he found the silver.

He was very happy and went home at once and told his old
mother about it, but his mother said to him, “Son, honesty is the
most important thing in the world. ” She asked him to look for
the man who lost the silver and return it to him.

So he went back to the place where he found the silver. On
the way, he met the rich man. He told the rich man about it. But

to his surprise, the rich man said, “T lost thirty ounces of silver. ”




The rich man said he would sue the poor man for stealing
the silver. The poor man didn’t know what to say for himself. So
they went to the officer of the town.

The clever officer understood it. So he said to the rich man,
“You lost thirty ounces of silver, but the poor man only found
fifteen, so the silver he found isn't yours. The poor man is an
honest good man. So I give the silver to him. He should have it. ”

The rich man heard it and felt very sad. But he couldn’t say
anything for himself. That was the price he had to pay for his
dishonesty and greedy.

silver ['silva] n. &R, ¥ ounce ['auns] n. 7]

market ['mazkit] n. Tidg, 850, 1718 honesty [onisti] n. WSE, FH
to one’s surprise 2% A WE 5 steal [stizl] v ffy

sue [sjuz,sui] w. B4 price [prais] n. UfF, #i%

dishonesty [dis'onisti] n. Z:i&; greedy ['gri:di] adj HAEHY

3. 15 ARTF

— R, ANEFAELERNBLEEERT 15 BRTF, —AH
FABEMENRT ELERD, AFEETOB L, i
B TAREAR T,

FAFEEH:, REELERATFRREET, HleFhe
L TREZGFF, FEH3t: LT, XA AER
EREZGRBEGRE, "RAL FARERI £ £, HFiedp
T iF s,

A MR T e a5 b s3] T EA LA |

: \

L}*Elt*#&f




|

dEEREENE

\
%K T EARAMBE THT . EAARTGE, §ALNR

S/ M RET 30 BBRTF,

BANMELEEFTAHETRGET . THHFTATRE
AR F—RERLE,

KYPHEEL ERNEGT FHYRE, xtF A "k
EFHRTRION, AT ALFHEFRISH, BKR, X 15
BRTFT ARG, REAAFAEFTRE, RERFX 15 BE
FH e, "

BANT ,EFRI RELEFTH, RALAA G T
8k o R 5 BT R B

10



4. Christmas Day in America

Christmas Day, which celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ
(Dec. 25), is the biggest and the best-loved holiday in the
United States. It is a time of warmth, love, hospitality and good
will. Generally speaking, the Christmas season and excitement
last from right after Thanksgiving Day to New Year’s Day.

As soon as the season comes, the American Christmas
“madness”begins. In many places, the Friday after Thanksgiving
Day is the biggest shopping day of the year—the first day of
Christmas gift shopping. Big markets, department stores and
shops make various advertisements to attract customers. The
shopping lasts all day long. Streetlights and shopwindows are
decorated in red and green, the traditional Christmas colours.
Families also decorate their homes inside and outside after they
have a spring-cleaning.

The Christmas tree is very popular during this time because
people think it can bring good luck. In every house, there is a
beautiful Christmas tree decorated with coloured lights. In many
communities, people display well decorated Christmas trees out-
doors as a custom. Since 1933, Rockfeller Center in New York
City has put up a very tall Christmas tree with beautiful orna-
ments and lights. Each year in Washington D. C., there is a na-
tional lighting ceremony. The President of the United States
switches the lights on the brightly decorated new community

Christmas tree on the White House lawn.

11




