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1. Elephants

Find Out —

How did the idiom ‘white elephant’ come into use?

The elephant is the only animal in the world
with a trunk. It uses its trunk in many ways. It
pulls leaves off trees with its trunk and then puts them
into its mouth. It can even use its trunk to pull up
trees when it wants to make a path through the
forest. It also uses its trunk to get water. The trunk
can hold a lot of water, as an elephant needs to drink
more than three hundred pints! of water every day.
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When an elephant is angry, its tusks can be very
dangerous. The tusks of an elephant are really its
front teeth. People pay a lot of money for the ivory?
of an elephant’s tusks. In Africa men have hunted
elephants for their tusks. The ivory from the tusks
is made into many beautiful things.

It has been easy for men to train elephants in
Asia. They use elephants to carry heavy things for
long distances.

Many people say that the kings of Siam used
to give white elephants to people whom they did not
like. These white elephants were sacred®and they
could not be made to work. They could not be
killed or given away. A person who owned a
white elephant had to pay a lot of money to keep it
properly. After a certain time, he usually became very
poor. Now people in England call a useless thing

‘a white elephant’,
(239 words)

Notes:

1. pint [paint] — n. RW(ERB)
2. ivory ['aiveri]] — n. £7F
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3. sacred ['seikrid] — adj. of God XM

- 239 words

Reading speed: ~—utes = (wpm)
- Multiple-choice exercise: (twenty marks each)
1. An elephant’s tusks are made of
A. bone.
B. teeth.
C. ivory.
D. flesh.

- 2. An elephant
. lives on leaves of trees.
gets food with its trunk. )
. eais with its front teeth. '
. uses its trunk to swim. :
Africa men hunted elephants because
. they liked to collect their tusks.
their tusks were dangerous.
. their tusks could be made into many beautiful
things. ‘ :
D. their tusks could be sold for a lot of money.
4. In Siam, white elephants
A. were given as a sign of friendship.
B. were treated with great respect.

(<]
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C. were used for hunting.



D. were often killed for meat.

5. In England, people don’t like thmgs called white
clephants because
A. they have no use.
B. they can’t be used in many ways.
C. they are too expensive.
D. they are no longer being used now.

Comprehension score:
Reading efficiency (speed x score):

[



2. Cars in the U.S.A.

Find Out —

What new idea do
Americans have to make
streets less crowded ?

The United States is full of cars. There are
still many families without cars, but some families
have two or even more. However, cars are used for
more than pleasure. They are a necessary part of
life.

Cars are used for business, They are driven
te offices and factories by workers who have no other
way to get to their jobs. When businessmen are
sent to different parts of the city, they have to drive
in order to carry their things. Farmers have to drive
- into the city in order to get what they need.
Sometimes small children must be driven to

school.  In some cities schoel buses are used only

o 8 e



when children live more than a mile from the school.
When the children are too young to walk that far,
their mothers take turns driving them to school.
One mother drives on Mondays, taking her own
children and the neighbors’ children as well. Another
mother drives on Tuesdays, another on Wednesdays,
and soon. This is called forming a car pooll. Men
also form car pools, with three or four men taking
turns driving to the place where they all work.
More car pdols should be formed in order to
put fewer cars on the road and to use less oil. Park-
ing? is a great problem, and so is the traffic® in and
around cities. Too many cars are being driven.
Something will have to be done about the use of
cars. _
(243 words)

Notes:
1. pool [pul] — n. AFEHIK%
" 2. park [pa:k] — v. leave or put one’s car in a place
B

3. traffic ['trefik] — n.  A5@
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Reading speed: 2-4—~————-————3 words = {(wpm)

minutes

Multiple-choice exercise: (twenty marks each)
1. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. The United States is full of cars.
B. Car pools are formed in the United States.
C. Something must be done about the use of cars.
D. Cars are a necessary part of American life.
2. In the United States
A. people have cars just for fun.
B. there are enough parking places for cars.
C. streets are crowded with cars. ’
D. traffic is not a great problem around cities.
3. Mothers, who form a car pool,
A. put their cars together.
B. share a car.
C. drive a car in turn.
. D. take turns sending children to school.
4, Clearly, the writer
A. doesn’t think the idea of car pool will work.
B. shows little interest in the idea of car pool.
C. finds it a good idea to form car pools.
D. wonders if car pools will settle the traffic problem.
5. Men take turns driving to the place where they all
work.



“Take turns” means doing something __ .
A. one after the other

B. all the time

C. together

D. one another

Comprehension score:

Reading efficiency (speed X score):
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