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Fighting with the Forces of Nature

@The first undertakers in all great attempts
commonly miscarry, and leave the advantage
of their losses to those that come after them.

< Samuel Butler
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Pre-Reading Task
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1. The Edmund Fitzgerald (JTAf) 328 11, wreck n. 53 (S WHL), 5RE%,

F - FEXRAhIE (ff, ¥HLED) KF
2. Lake Superior FRAFI/R# (fi FB - 12. gale n. KA,
SRR B M A PG AL ERD 13. freighter n. HEAR
3. whip up i 14, Cleveland n. Feflk2 (EEH)
4. Chippewa n. SR ELIE 15. slash v. M3
5.legend . FUL: (i) &M 16 fellan. () (k£E, tkit, MKF
6. without mercy %%, ZAMEF 17. hatchway n. fEEEAE I
7. iron ore &KW A 18. cave in PG, M
8. creep into W -: FIHRETF - - 19. wire in FHEET, BT
9. hurricane n. &, ZEX| 20. in peril § F G

10. mourning a. MM, R, FE 21 splitup 4B (48, M)
alip! 22, capsizev. (WE%) 1
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23. Lake Huron ARG (ALE T AW H | 27. Lake Erie FHAIBIALE D]
5]y ;D) . 28. mariner n. 7KF

24. mansion n. KJE, B 29. musty a. REH, BEERK, LIRE

25. Michigan n. FEEABEMGERERME) 30. Maritime Sailors’ Cathedral ¥ 57
26. Lake Ontario ZJCHEH REE

Fe—

1. The force of nature.

2. Lake Superior.

3. November 1973.

4. They all knew the dangers of November storms.

Text A

ASEIRANERSRS (LHRK) ﬁa

The Icy Defender

%\"% - s’\fb’ﬁ"ﬁh " .%

1. Background Information Throughout the history of mankind, there have

been many conquerors. Chengis Khan spent his entire life conquering
neighboring peoples and expanding the Mongolian Empire. Many Roman
Emperors did the same for the Roman Empire—so much so that at one time they
ruled modern-day Great Britain. Both the Mongolian and Roman Empires had
their rise and fall in the distant past. Yet if we want to examine conquerors, there
is no need to go back that far. In 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte invaded Russia in a
war of conquest. More than a century later, Adolf Hitler launched a massive
military campaign against the Soviet Union.

WRAR: YMALFIE, HFSEMRE. 5 BIFIE A A 5 4E
MREBE R R K EEFE. REF DRFHHT B T% B i S
T —— BB BB LUBAT— B 50% T B4 ARSI . e F EME T
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EBWBIMAT. 71812 4, WL - BERE—HERRSPABTAE.
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2. Napoleon Bonaparte (1769—1821): Emperor of the French, who

consolidated and institutionalized many reforms of the French Revolution. One

of the greatest military commanders of all time, he conquered the larger part of
Europe.

During 1802—1815 Napoleon tried to gain control of the whole of Europe.
He had great success against all his enemies except Britain, whose navy under
Nelson defeated the French navy at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, and whose
army fought the Peninsular War against him from 1808 to 1814, making him
weaker in his other campaigns. In 1812 Napoleon lost half a million men when
he invaded Russia in winter, and in 1814 the British, Russians, Prussians and
Austrians entered Paris. They sent Napoleon to rule the island of Elba in the
Mediterranean, but he collected an army around him and returned to Paris. He
was soon defeated again, at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, and was sent to the
island of St Helena in the south Atlantic, where he died in 1821.
- L - BEE (1769—1821) : KEEF, MEREXEMNITFER
EBBREMFEL. GRFE ERERNEREBETZ —, ERTHRH K
WX .

£ 1802 ¥ 1815 4F ], KL HEBHAEB MM . REEZS b5
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FEASRR R IR A P TR ESE, MHAXERMZEM 1808 2 1814 FEE
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RKRRXBRRER, XES0FAN, £ BU4FEEA, REA, EEL AR
BAAZACDR. BIREEHCERBFEFHERES, BRUERE
MF T —AGEREEER. fBIE 1815 FREESREPH KPR ELR
Wt AR B AT RN E - RS, 1 1821 SFIEAEIRE.
3. the Baitle of Waterloo: Final and decisive action of the Napoleonic Wars,
that effectively ended French domination of the European continent and brought
about drastic changes in the political boundaries and the power balance of
Europe. Fought on June 18, 1815, near Waterloo, in what is now Belgium, the
battle ranks as a great turning point in modern history.
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4. Adolf Hitler (1889~1945): Austrian-born founder of the German Nazi Party
and chancellor of the Third Reich (1933—1945). His fascist philosophy,
embodied in Mein Kampf(1925—1927), attracted widespread support, and after

1934 he ruled as an absolute dictator. Hitler's pursuit of aggressive nationalist
policies resulted in the invasion of Poland (1939) and the subsequent outbreak of
World War II. His regime was infamous for the extermination of millions of
people, especially European Jews. He committed suicide when the collapse of
the Third Reich was imminent (1945).

FII K - 48 (1889—1945) . BUNHHEEMNREHEIHBA, BIE
B=WE (1933—1945) KEHE, MKBEBFTEEBEEAE (RHEFL)

(1925—1927) —440, BB EZHXFF, 1934 FRALBHBRE. i

PATHB RS R 3 ORI FCBUH , 3 A T 3 I 22 YA R FIB V= #0585 — K i
RABAMRE, B RILRKHINAAS) HEHADKRKEBRTSR
ZHE, HTRE=REMEHRI (1945 F) BR.
5. Joseph Stalin (1879—1953): Soviet politician. The successor of Lenin, he
was general secretary of the Communist Party (1922—1953) and premier
(1941—1953) of the USSR. His rule was marked by the exile of Trotsky (1929),
a purge of the government and military, the forced collectivization of agriculture,
a policy of induétria.lization, and a victorious but devastating role for the Soviets
in World War II. Under his leadership the USSR was built into a modern
economic and military power that repelled Hitler's armies in World War II and
rivaled the United States during the Cold War period.

HFER < WKk (1879—1953) : RERBUAK, FITHMEAN, EHE
B E R EBIT (1922—1953) , HELEIE (1941—1953) , HARLL
RASCHHERE (1929 4F) . REHMMEN. Biakl &b, Tl
FRE A, ERBSS RIS E R T — RS R 20 R
HAe. EHNEST, FERBERNT-ITRRENEFNEEKE,
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6. Siege of Leningrad: also known as the 900-Day Siege, blockade by German
forces of the USSR’s second largest city during World War II, from September
1941 to January 1944. Following the onset of Operation Barbarossa—the Nazi
plan for conquest of the USSR—the German Army Group North made rapid
progress through the Baltic republics toward its principal target, the city of

Leningrad (now Saint Petersburg). By September 4 Leningrad was surrounded
by German troops to the south, while Germany’s Finnish allies took up positions
to the north of the city. Leningrad’s only remaining link with the Soviet interior
was across Lake Ladoga. The total destruction of Leningrad was one of Adolf
Hitler's major objectives in his Russian campaign and had been specifically
mentioned in the Barbarossa directive of December 18, 1940. The Nazi leader
had described the city as a center of Jewish-Bolshevik intelligentsia. There was
to be no place for Leningrad in the Nazi “New Order” .

The German strategy was to lay siege to the city and cut all water and
power supplies while subjecting the population to merciless air attacks and
artillery bombardment. The population of about 3 million was callously left
either to starve or freeze to death. By late 1941 the daily bread ration had been
cut to 110g per person. To make matters worse, that winter was extremely harsh.
Nevertheless, the population showed astonishing courage and fortitude in the
face of such adversity. During the winter a road link, popularly known as the
“Road of Life,” was established across frozen Lake Ladoga, enabling supplies to
be brought in and providing an escape route for more than 500,000 people. The
siege was finally lifted by advancing Soviet armies in January 1944, by which
time some 1.25 million citizens had perished as a result of the blockade. In 1945
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet awarded Leningrad the Order of Lenin for
its outstanding resistance to the German invaders.

By T##. hEHR{ER 900 RER. EE _RHF BT, A
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7. Stalingrad: During World War II, Stalingrad, a strategically located
industrial center, was a vital German objective. A large German force mounted
an assault on the city on August 20, 1942, after a period of heavy air raids. A

successful Soviet counteroffensive began on November 19, and on February 2,
1943, the Sixth German Army surrendered, thus ending the German advance
into the USSR. German casualties alone totaled more than 300,000 and the
Soviet city was almost completely destroyed. Reconstruction began immediately
after the war. The city was renamed Volgograd in 1961. Population (1999
estimate) 995 800.

The five-month battle of Stalingrad, one of the most important battles in
history, was a turning point in World War II. The German defeat ended Hitler’s
advance into the Soviet Union. After this victory, the Russian army advanced
across eastern Europe. Berlin fell on May 2, 1945; five days later, Germany
surrendered.

B AAHERG: 7S U RSN KRR EAC TR B ATk L
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8. World War II: A war fought from 1939 to 1945, in which Great Britain,
France, the Soviet Union, the United States, China, and other allies defeated
Germany, Italy, and Japan.

PR RE: N 1939 £33 1945 FREN—HES, HAXKE. &
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Caught off guard to the invasion, Soviet Leader Joseph Stalin instructed the
Russian people to “scorch the earth” in front of the German invaders.

FIE > F RSP RS RA T o EUF . FEEXF AR, AR
fERRRIEB BRI, BRIE.

The French retreat turned into a nightmare. From fields and forests, the
Russians launched hit-and-run attack on the French. A short distance from
Moscow, the temperature had already dropped to minus 4 degrees Celsius. On
November 3, the winter’s first snow came. Exhausted horses fell dead in their
tracks.
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strategy

- Unit 1 ASHERSHENOME (2K @
| Tnvading country. | Franc Germany
Country invaded Russia Soviet Union
Starter of war Napoleon Hitler
Starting time of | Spring, 1812 6/22/1941
invasion
Strength of invading | 600,000 The largest land campaign
force in history
Prediction quick victory, conquest of | Blitzkrieg (“lightning war”),
Russia in 5 weeks lasting no Ionger than 3
months
Initial resistance | refusing to stand and fight; | “scorch the earth”, fierce
retreating eastwards, burning | fight to defend major

crops and homes cities
Capture of the Yes No
Russian capital
Major battles Smolensk, Borodino the | Leningrad, Stalingrad
Berexina River
Truce offer By Napoleon, rejected by the No

Czar

Biggest enemy for

snow, freezing temperature

heavy rain, “General Mud”,

the invading force snow, freezing temperature
Turning point October1812, when Napoleon | 1943, when the Sovier troops
ordered a retreat pushed the German forces
back
Fate of the invading | only 100,000 survived heavy losses
force

War-starter’s fate

Nepoleon abdicated and went
into exile, his empire at an end

Hitler committees suicide,
his empire collapsing

[axaz

The elements of nature must be reckoned with in any military campaign, or
it will be doomed to be a failure. Napoleon and Hitler took their toll in the icy
and severe winter of Russia. In 1812, Napoleon led his army into Russia and
took Moscow easily for the Russia’s retreat. However, in winter, he had to
retreat because he couldn’t supply his army in Russia. Soon he failed and was
sent into exile after coming back to Paris. In 1941, Hitler began an invasion of
the Soviet Union. Soviet Leader Stalin burned farms and factories. In winter, the
German soldiers froze in their summer uniforms, and Hitler’s victories were




