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In the 2lcentury, Sign is understood having close relation with visual communication design as
well as with architecture and interior design.

In particular, exterior advertising sign that started from simple letter sign is now regarded as an
independent field of urban environment design, absorbing the parts of letter & environmental
sculpture design.

More and more corporations and shops are eager to have their signs superiorly designed to inform
their products and services more clearly.

To meet these needs and increase sign designers’ understanding, presents ‘Sign Design’, based on
enough recognition of the importance of this field. Especially, the very points that related business
and persons have been anxious to know are introduced in depth in these ‘Sign Design1, 2’
therefore, which are more differentiated and specialized than other magazines.

‘Sign Design 1’ includes various signs of shopping mart, fashion shop, cafe, bar, restaurant,
school, institute, physical training facility, cultural facility. Besides, you can find lots of tentative
sign plans classified by use and real pictures showing well-designed signs as well.

‘Sign Design 2’ includes various signs of hotel, motel, model house, company, hospital and drug
store. Besides, you can find lots of tentative sign plans classified by use and a variety of CI, which
will be a help to sign & logo design.

‘Sign Design1, 2’, as a practical guidebook full of great materials, will lay a cornerstone of
understanding the trend of contemporary sign design. It’s my pleasure for you to get information
and keen insight about sign design from these books.

Finally, I should like to express my gratitude for the help of many sign designers and related

business in gathering precious data for completing these ‘Sign Design’ series.

Jan. 2004
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Writing/Cases for External Signs
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Pole type sign

Horizontal sign

It is a standard type of a sign to represent a corporation and normally set to the front
part of an office wall. If the sign indicates a company name or functions as a
representative market for the company, it is set at the upper end of a building. A plate-
shaped sign is sometimesused but more frequently, a channel sign is preferred.

Vertical sign

It refers to a sign whose length is longer than its width. Like a horizontal sign, it is set
to a building wall.

The vertical sign is recommended only when its installation brings large effects (in case

of the building is higher or more projected than other buildings.)

Projected sign

It is sign projected from an outer wall of a building and it is very conspicuousfrom a
long distance. It is frequently used basic type of sing. Lighted or unlighted neon can be
set to the sign.

Pole type sign :
It is set up after the foundation to support the sign is prepared for an installation at the

ground. It is selected to give more emphasis to the store and recently, a moving type of
sign is preferred.

Letter sign

Compared to carving or plate type of signs, it gives more lucid impression. Lightings
and non-lightings can be set for the sign. In case of lightings, normally neon tubes are
put in between.

Rooftop sign
A frame is required to set the signboard at the rooftop of a building. It can be set up at
places, which got a legal approval in advance. It is used as a medium for commercial as

well as company advertisement.
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Pillar sign or pole type sign
Letters or figures are set on

rectangular, square and circle

type of installations.
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Projecting sign T TT 1
It is sign projected from an outer
wall of a building and both sides §
are used for advertising. 8 ©
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Letter sign

The letter type signboard is
classified into lit channel sign
(Referred to as Channel Sign/
Jannel) having letter or pattern
made of a neon tubes and letter
type (referred to as scash)
signboard is a frame where an
aluminum plate or acryl is put ona
elastic rubber plate, cutting the
unit into a desired letter shape.
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