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Foreword

Nowadays, a harmonious development of population, resources and environment has be-
come a strategic issue that attracts a common concern of the international society. The tradi-
tional development mode of purely seeking fast growth of economy by over-consuming resources
and sacrificing environment threats the basic living conditions of human beings and has a nega-
tive impact on the sustainable development of economy and society. Countries in the world have
already realized that a harmonious development of population, resources and environment is
fundamental for the sustainable development of economy and society in the new age.

It is written in the decision made at the Third Plenary Session of the 16th CPC Central
Commiittee of China that we must “continue to put people first and keep to a concept of all-
round, balanced and sustainable development so as to promote a all-prospect development of our
economy, society and people,” and be “in line with the need to balance urban and rural devel-
opment, balance development among regions, balance economic and social development, bal-
ance development of human and nature, and balance domestic development and opening wider
to the outside world and play essential role of the market in the allocation of resources and es-
tablish a powerful institutional guarantee to support the establishment of a well - off society in a
all = round way.” The scientific development concept of the new century put forward by the
Central Party Committee emphasizes that putting people first should be regarded as a highest
value or target of development, and a benchmark showing China has entered a new — developing
stage, which clearly directs the way of modernization construction, development and strategy
in China in the new century. It is of important strategic significance for China maintaining a
high - speed development of economy and society, by not only paying attention to the develop-
ment speed and scale but also quality and benefits as well as an integrated development of ecolo-
gy, environment and people.

Water is the source of all living creatures and the origin of civilization. Water is fundamen-
tal to the survival and multiplication of mankind, and sustainable development of economy and
society. Water is a basic and strategic resource to people’s lives as well as economic and social
development, at the same time a key element to ecological environment. Water undertaking has
a close relationship with economic development, social advancement and immediate interest of

human beings. People keeps going by encountering natural disasters and using the force of nat-



ural resources, eliminating calamity and producing benefit by using natural forces and wisdom
of mankind, transferring natural resources into economic resources, at the same time protecting
natural resources for realizing coexistence of human being with nature, all of those are formed
as a powerful force of accelerating advancement of economic and social development. Generally
speaking, we must perform our duties in water management by following the concept of a sci-
entific development, work in accordance with the policy of the Central Government in the new
era and handle water issues by insisting on the scientific view of a harmonious coexistence of hu-
man being with nature.

Scientific development concept of people — oriented and a harmonious coexistence of human
being with nature provides us with a deeper understanding to our management work. Under
the traditional planning economy system, high — speed industrialization is the main content of
mode for economic growth. Taking one — side approach of seeking high growth of GDP results
in low efficiency, heavy waste, in particularly resources destruction and environment degrada-
tion. The contradiction between economic development with the restriction of resources and en-
vironment again becomes a “bottleneck” that restricts economic and social development. The
action in line with scientific development concept and creation of new water management think-
ing not only considers the quantity of water works constructed, but also quality, effectiveness
or benefit of them, moreover the degree of safety of water environment. The extent of water
development considers also the bearing capacity of resources and environment. Water develop-
ment strategies and planning should keep eyes on this. The purpose of water development in
China is to create an economic and social development road of safety guaranteed, resources con-
served and environment harmonized and complies with the local conditions, which is of strategic
significance to the implementation of sustainable development and boost of our country by em-
phasizing science, technology and education.

In the 21st Century, water undertaking faces new challenges and tasks, and also new ob-
stacles and problems. How to adapt water undertaking to the latest requirements of economic
and social development and provide support or safety sustain to our economy and society is still
a new study topic for all staff working in water field to work at. We should constantly search
for new strategies and thinking for water development in line with scientific development con-
cept, following the target of establishment of a well-off society in an all-round way and basically
realization of modernization of our country. Not only staff working in water field is requested,
but also the whole society is needed to show concern to water development and offer advice to
the advancement of water undertaking.

The “Collection of China Water Development Strategies (1996 ~2004)” by Mr. Zhang
Yue is the continuation of his “Collection of China Water Development Strategies (1979 ~
1995)” published in 1995 and research result carried out by him in the last 10 years after his re-
tirement. It reflects the process of deepening reform and development of water sector in certain

degree and a valuable reference for summarizing the past and searching for the future, and a



deep study for water development strategies in China. [ sincerely hope that all staff working in
water field earnestly study and implement scientific development concept, stick to a scientific
view of harmonious coexistence of human being with nature, learn from the past experience,

contribute to research and development on water development strategies, development mode

Wenng Stucheny

Minister of Ministry of Water Resources
November 2004

and road in China.
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