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Lesson One

A Man Who Devoted Himself to Science

and Education

A RARIE R E B A

Pre—reading questions

1. Do you like science or arts? Why?

2. Can you name some famous scientists both at home and abroad? What are
their contributions?

3. Why is science important in the development of society?
Give one or two examples.

\

[1] When he recollected all his life, the famous American inventor Thomas Alva Edison
said, “ My philosophy in life is work. I want to bring out the secrets of nature and use them for
the happiness of man. I know of no better work to do for the short time we are in this world. ”
Perhaps what he said reminds us of another American scholar, a less famous but working
much longer than Alva Edison, the chemistry professor in the University of California, at
Berkelay, Dr Joel Hilderand.

[2] When he died in April of 1993, Dr Joel Hilderand was 101 years old, had been
married for seventy five years, and had taught freshmen chemistry to over 40000 students. In
addition, he had published a popular textbook and dozens of articles, had managed the U.S.
Olympic ski team, and had discovered a way to allow deep-sea divers to stay underwater
longer. In his own way, Dr Hilderbrand was certainly a genius.
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