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PREFACE

Silviculture as an academic subject is the mainstem of forest science. The publication of a
new edition of the silviculture textbook is always an announced event in the system of forestry
education. This textbook is the first one taking the name of “Silviculture” as a recommended
internationally transferable scientific term, which is somehow different from the previous text-
book taking the name of “Afforestation” with more emphasis on plantation establishment. Be-
ginning from 1961, a new edition of the textbook came out every 10 years in average. The
publication of this textbook under a new name is the continuation of former efforts and is com-
ing out just at the beginning of the new century with great demand and prospect on ecological
restoration and construction in China, where silvicultue may play a very important role. In ac-
cordance to this we try to make some major revisions and additions in this textbook that speci-
fy: (1) more extended theoretical part for better connection with fundamental sciences, espe-
cially those of ecological sciences. (2) more contents reflecting the latest achievements in silvi-
cultural practices but avoiding detailed descriptions in practical operations. (3) more connection
with the major projects of current forestry construction which actually represent the demand on
and direct the development trend of silviculture. As the results, a new part of “Principles of sil-
viculture” with more theoretical considerations was set up separately, and another new part of
“National silvicultural projects” was established deliberately by the end of the book. The chap-
ters on “ Agroforestry”, “Forest Sites”, “Mountain Closing for Forest Regeneration”, and
“Planning and Designing” are substaintially enriched to meet the practical needs.

The content arrangement of this textbook was designed according to the principles of com-
bining the theoruy with the practice, sequencing of silvicultural operation and integral imple-
mentation in silvicultural projects. The science and technology are developing very fast for re-
cent decades and the curricula in high education is expanding also quite rapidly to meet the de-
mand of wider specialities. In this context, every academic course should be submitted in more
compact form within shortened period. We wish the teaching process of silviculture may ad-
vance in accordance with such sequence as it is in this textbook. But for those accustomed to
other types of arrangement the sequence of chapters may easily be readjusted by each own pref-

erence.

It has taken two years to prepare the text of this edition, which was compiled by a team of




PREFACE

professors, both elderly and young. My share of contributions, besides the overall design of the
contents, is the following few chapters: Introduction, chapter 4 (second half), chapters 20
and 21. Other contributors are: Prof. Luo Juchun—chapters 8, 10(section2), 11-19, Prof.
Zhai Mingpu—chapters 2, 7, 9(section 2), 10(section 1), Prof. Ma Luyi—chapters 1, Prof.
Liu Yong—chapters 5, 6, 9(section 1), Prof. Jia Liming—chapter 3, Prof. Li Jiyue—chapter
4(first half) and Prof. Wang Lixian—chapter 22. Because of my big working load for recent
years and limitation of energy, I hardly had enough time to deliberate over many parts of the
contents. Besides the change in the system arrangement needs to pass the test of time. We sin-

cerely welcome comments from all circles of the readers.

Shen Guofang
25 July, 2001
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BERARKRESESFHEBRAIATERNKXRRET, EEABETHZEEEIRRTHRE,

BEFBLE, BEEEWNEGTFHLERLHEFESLNE (1977), SHEKEELR
EAIHRNRBRETSBFREARGEN, EATERNNERBIEA THRIBHATNE
BFEFOERAAEY., Hib, YR iGRERRH AN MHBEREA R, BERFKE
M LR (Jlecobenenne) BUENRMAD %, TIETEBKRSE %R B EHKSE ¥,
DBREERFNARESR, SHALXREZEEFHBRE-FEX, IXRSWESHE HEY




