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Preface

In order to adapt the teaching of private international law for the National
Bar Examination, we write this book at the invitation of People’s Court Press
and China Social Science Press. The main feature of this book is its well integra-
tion of basic theory with legal practice whose contents and structure are carefully
organized to meet the requirements and the scope of the National Bar Examina-
tion. In the meantime we attempt to provide a clear and authoritative introduction
in plain and concise language to the definitions. theories and principles of private
international law, a complex, perplexing and rapidly changing area.

This book is divided into 12 chapters as foliows:

Chapter One to Chapter Four survey the foundation of private international
law as an independent branch of law, covering the personalities of private inter-
national law and, the basic meanings of conflict of laws and conflict rules. etc.
The general issues and some particular problems in determining the applicable
law are discussed emphatically in this part.

Chapter Five and Chapter Six outline the specific choice of law rules in in-
ternational civil, commercial and maritime matters. It is worth mentioning that
the application of law in the latter two fields has been demonstrated fairly thor-
oughly.

Chapter Seven and Chapter Eight discuss the domestic implementation of in-
ternational conventions and usages on private international law in China. Given
the length of the book, we ignore the specific introduction to the international uni-
form substantive rules, however their application rules are fully expounded from
the perspective of the application of law.

After sketching the resolution of international civil & commercial incidents.,
Chapter Nine, Chapter Ten and Chapter Eleven dissect the major problems in in-
ternational civil litigation and commercial arbitration that concern private interna-
tional law.

Chapter Twelve, the closing one of this book, emphasize the characteristics
and resolutions of China’s inter-regional conflict of laws on the basis of a specific
determination of some basic concepts such as law district. inter-regional conflict
of laws and private inter-regional law. Meanwhile, the status quo and legal prob-
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lems of inter-regional judicial assistance in China are exposed in this chapter.

As much as possible, the introduction to the basic knowledge and theory in
this book is illustrated by the carefully selected cases many of which happened
lately. It is noteworthy that we offer detailed explanations to some of these cases
in order to instruct students about the methods and skills to analyze the cases.
Nevertheless, we do not do so to other cases for the purpose of encouraging dis-
cussions and enhancing studying effects.

At the end of each chapter there is a guide to the difficult cases, a reference
to the developing academic problems and a list of important reading materials.
Such an arrangement is designed for the sake of inspiring students to keep on
thinking about the key or difficult issues, providing them with an immediate ac-
cess to the most suitabie readings among a mountain of documents and, assisting
those to select research topics who attempt to study in depth.

To facilitate its use, table of abbreviations, table of cases and index are at-
tached at the very end of this book.

We hope you find this book useful. We welcome your comments and sugges-
tions for improvement.

Han Depei
Xiao Yongping
October, 28,2003

International Law Institute of Wuhan University
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