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Foreword

At the mention of teaching spoken Chinese, an old story came in-
to my mind.

In the Ming Dynasty, a growing number of Koreans came to Chi-
na with a burning desire to learn the Chinese language. Much to their
disappointment, the textbooks provided should be books like The
Three Character Classic ( Sanzi Jing ), The One Hundred Family
Names ( Baijia Xing) and The Thousand Character Classic ( Qianzi
Wen) ,which proved to be of little practical use. Thus, the Korean
scholars who were good at Chinese, compiled two textbooks on spoken
Chinese : Lao Qida (“Lao” means “to get to know” in Chinese, “Qi-
da” is close to the pronunciation of the name of one Chinese ethnic
group. Obviously, it refers to China. ) and Piao Tongshi ( “Piao” is a
surname in Korean language, while “Tongshi” is the title of a profes-
sional post. ) As the two books consisted of dialogues, they turned out
to be quite popular. Cui Shizhen, a famous Korean linguist, later
gave phometic notations and explanations of these books, making them
even more popular with a far — reaching influence.

We can draw some inspiration from this. First, in order to learn
spoken Chinese, the foreigners must have a good textbook. Secondly,
textbooks of this type could be more helpful if they are bilingual. That
is to say, both the pronunciation and meaning of the target language in
the teaching material need to be noted in the language which is famil-

iar to the learners. Nowadays, people have come to China to learn
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Chinese from all around the world. Since they speak different langua-
ges, it is sensible to choose English, the global language, to explain

Chinese.

their target language

Next, oral expressions are conducted in a specific place
and at a specific time. In this light, it is necessary to associate the
spoken language with the specific context in which it is used. Shang-
hai, as a metropolis, displays intensively the characteristics of the
current tendencies in terms of both social development and language
development. Therefore, it is most desirable to set these
conversations in modern Shanghai. Of course, because there are con-
crete situations under the background people’ s life in Shanghai, it is
beneficial to group those language contents into units according to dif-
ferent situations, so that the leaners will feel personally on the scene
and know under what situation the listed Chinese expressions are
formulated.

Further more, language learning is based on analogy. It could by
no means be limited to the sentences in the textbook. Words and
phrases are to be learned from the book, while different sentences
must be analogized to satisfy various communicative purposes. To this
end, this textbook provides abundant phrases and sentences of various
types so as to illustrate the Chinese language structure and give the ba-
sis for the learners to make analogy.

Language is the mediator of culture. We are absorbing
cultural information while leaming a foreign language. Generally
speaking, the more we know about a culture, the better we will under-
stand the language in the culture. Compared with other textbooks of
this type, this one contributes richer data concerning cultural

information.

4.



All in all, from my point of view, this is a good textbook for for-
eigners to learn spoken Chinese.
Zhang Bin
Shanghai Normal University
Autumn ,2002
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Preface

Learning Chinese in an Easy Way, a textbook on spoken Chi-
nese, is intended for foreigners living, working or travelling in China.
The striking characteristic of this book lies in its practicality. 1 have
been engaged in teaching foreigners in Shanghai Chinese language and
culture for more than ten years and teaching Chinese abroad for many
years. Therefore, I have written this book with the purpose of helping
the ferigners is Shanghai get an access to daily conversations and mas-
ter spoken Chinese gradually so as to live a happy and smooth life here
in Shanghai eventually.

With a view to the above — mentioned, the textbook on spoken
Chinese Learning Chinese in an Easy Way takes various aspects of the
foreigners’ life in Shanghai as its threads. The book consists of nine
units, titled respectively as “Social Activities” , “Shopping”, “Liv-
ing” , “Making Investment” , “Sports and Entertainment” , “Seeing a
doctor”. Vivid and lively language could be found in different texts of
each unit. Every unit includes three to four lessons on average. There
are 31 lessons in total. The learners may study the lessons step by
step, or choose the relevant units to satisfy their special need and put
them into practice in daily life. Chinese Pinyin is used in the book to
teach students. But Chinese characters and English explanations are
also provided. Each lesson is composed of five parts;text, vocabula-
ry, notes on grammar, substitution and extension and exercises. All

the sentences in the texts are concise, practical and easy to leam and
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remember. Substitution and Extension in each lesson gives abundant
language material and relevant data in terms of both word constructions
and sentence patterns. So that the learners can draw inferences about
other cases from what they learn in the texts. This will make the learn-
ers achieve more in language on the basis of texts. Moreover, the ex-
ercises are designed with the same purpose. They are all closely
linked with our daily life.

Learning Chinese in an Easy Way, to some extent, is a guide-
book for foreigners living in Shanghai, with topics involving apartment
renting, working, making investment, studying, seeing a doctor, food
buying, travelling, sports, entertainment and even going to the food
market and having dresses made. Useful data conceming foreigners’
life like relevant addresses and telephone numbers are all provided in
the book. These contents are infused into this book so as to extend the
writer’ s hospitality and concern towards foreigner friends who have
come all the way to live in Shanghai.

Li zhenyi
Summer, 2002



H %

CONTENTS
SHEB UG R eveeveerrenseeseesssssessesnsssentest st oo s st e 1
The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
E—Bx LK
Unit One Social Activities
BB RIF([EHR)  woveereerreereereessenemenninennee e, 5
Lesson One Hello ( Greetings)
B RAGZTFE(SIR) coeerrrerrrmremnmssesenssessesnnne 11
Lesson Two My Name Is (Introduction)
B B — X R BB FEEL) -ooveevereereereereenes 20
Lesson Three Thank You-:-I’ m Sorry (Thanks and Apologies)
BIR  BART —BR—DHY CHRFERL) oveeeer 25

Lesson Four The Guest Is Here:--A Gift for You ( Visiting
Friends and Giving Gifts)
%ﬁﬁ KHT_Rﬂﬁ;(ﬁ%ﬂmE) ........................ 32
Le sson Five It’s Really Good:--Congratulations ( Praises
and Wishes)
OGRS ERRIHIE (FTHIEE) ceeeeeereereessensnnsnnnns 37
Lesson Six Mr. Zhang, You’re Wanted on The Phone
( Making Phone Calls)
BLR RAETEREJUAEIF(EF BHE) e 43
Lesson Seven 1’ m Staying on The 17th Floor:--What
Time to Go to Beijing ( Numerals and Time)
HAE FA—BRED—(HE) ooreererreererenreereeienns 54



Losson Eight Oct. 1 Is Monday (Date)
-1 - 1 RS OUURIPIOUOR S PSSP PP 61
Practical Vocabulary

BT WY

Unit Two Shopping
BAUE  AEIELIC wvovereeeererereerene oo 63
Lesson Nine This Food Market Is Really Big

BR BTTAIRTGIRMEEL ooeerererrerereeereomermsesesnens 73
Lesson Ten Things in The Supermarket Are Very Cheap

B4R FREITR TR ooovverrereermmmemmresneerennnns 81
Lesson Eleven I Would Like to Buy Some Cloth to
Make a Dress
W: PETENAHAHERG A RTIH
Major Silk Cloth Stores and Textile Markets in Shanghai
B4R HBHHRGE oeereeeeree e, 96

Lesson Twelve The Antiques Market Is Very Interesting

M: LHEEZENEETH
Major Antiques Markets in Shanghai

B4 RETBEFITLIE o reeerrerreernerresremnnnsnensanns 108
Lesson Thirteen I Am Going to Buy Some Books and Flowers

Mr: LEZERFEE

Major Bookstores in Shanghai

M. EEFZEWNLSTE
Major Flower Markets in Shanghai

SL BRI v evrrererserrennsssrnrassesnennsnesneunssaetenasasansassenes 120
Practical Vocabulary

BB X
Unit Three Residence

.2,



EEAPOIR  FHBceeceeerrereeerermin i 125

Lesson Fourteen To Rent an Apartment

B TR PGS vveeeerreerrremessnresiineeenneeeine e 133
Lesson Fifteen Doing Household Duties

BFISIR EREH R eeeeerreerrrreemrnmeeeneeaeeeannnens 142
Lesson Sixteen Please Come to Fix It

1 - D SRR 150

Practical Vocabulary
FEHmpT BWH
Unit Four Making Investment
BB AVEMRE e 154

Lesson Seventeen Happy Cooperation

- RGBS 111~ 1 — SO UP PP 164
Lesson Eighteen A Morning in The Company

B R BIFHEEIRIE oo vreeererreeee e 177

Lesson Nineteen The Best Investing Environment
SE IR T - oeeererrrnreresrerrsnnsnnsssererenmnnsnssserersonaesassannes 186
Practical Vocabulary

EHBT IR

Unit Five Travelling
B ARHIEGR R AR FEITE e eereeeereeneeereeienneens 190
Lesson Twenty Shall We Take The Subway or The Bus

BB BEREARITHEE - veeveereeereeesnerencenuennnenns 198
Lesson Twenty — One Who Will Be Your Guide

%:_i‘:]‘% 4]\3&3&%1&% ....................................... 206
Lesson Twenty - Two It’s a Nice Day Today

SE QAR evvornvrrrnserrernnreanerniieisittsiseeteeiencsrencrnnnannnes 215
Practical Vocabulary



ERET KRB
Unit Six Food
B TR L ABUR T oeereerreemeemvemnennneeseees 219
Lesson Twenty ~ Three It s Very Busy Here
M. b F EWRERIRE
Major Teahouses and Restaurants in Shanghai
B PR SRR ERTHAREIE e 231
Lesson Twenty — Four Braised Mandaian Fish with Pine
Nuts Sauce Is Our Specialty
M. LT EWERH
Major Food Streets in Shanghai
5y R RPN 245
Practical Vocabulary
Ftax %3
Unit Seven Studying
B HIRE BRI FA 22 e, 250
Lesson Twenty — Five I’ m Studying Chinese at SISU
M: LEFTERNEFLEFER
Major Schools in Shanghai Where International Students
Can Learn Chinese

-t SN N 1)) = NP 262
Lesson Twenty — Six  After Class
B IR BT IR T oevererrrererrernnniereereeenn. 268

Lesson Twenty-Seven The Children Are on Vacation
M. TBEFTENERER
Major International Schools in Shanghai

2 01 1 O U U 278
Practical Vocabulary

.4 -



ENBT BIRF
Unit Eight Sports and Entertainment

R TR EERE - veeveeeeereeerm et 283
Lesson Twenty - Eight 1’ m a Football Fan

W EAEEHEE

Major Fitness Centers in Shanghai

B LR RBIFAF 7 woeeervereeremmmemmeneenneninienns 293
Lesson Twenty — Nine What’s Your Hobby?

M: LEZEWZIRGNE
Major Cinemas and Theatres in Shanghai

R R T HBER oo 306
Lesson Thirty Have a Nice Weekend; Have a Nice Holiday

M: LEEZEQREGN
Major Churches and Temples in Shanghai

B ARG e veeseorerenerstnnctsencscrnectsonsiscassrsesssresssvesasnsans 321
Practical Vocabulary

Fhiaxw RE

Unit Nine See a Doctor
-ty ST N 3 - -y PP O PP PSRN 325

Lesson Thirty - One I’ m Sick

M. FEEENER

Major Hospitals in Shanghai

ARG e eoerrersrorrrorenentesssttessscacstcnesseroscenesennasaanens 337
Practical Vocabulary



