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General Report on Cultural Development in Shanghai
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The grand goal of taking the lead to realize moderni-
zation basically has greatly invigorated the development of
Shanghai, and also posed higher requirement upon works
in all fields in Shanghai especially on software develop-
ment. City spirit is the soul of a city and the core of city
culture, the mental character of a city built upon historical
accumulation, and the value system of a city formed in re-
al life. It is also a significant display of a city’s overall
competitiveness. The cultivation of city spirit is the social
foundation for the city’s modernization. The modernization
of its software, culture, and the citizens’ ideology is a an
essential condition for the city’s further development.
Shanghai holds that it is necessary to improve the condi-
tions of software for the development of the city and to
foster and shape up “ Shanghai city spirit”, which is a

proper steerage of the orientation of the development of the
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city and a choice for the road and its developing mode
leading to Shanghai’s modernization made by the Shanghai
people and government leaders at the critical historical mo-

ment of the development of Shanghai city.

City Traditions and City Spirit of Shanghai

It took Shanghai a hundred years to develop from a
normal seaside county into a metropolis. Great changes of
the character and features of Shanghai city have taken
place within this period. The city spirit of Shanghai is
closely connected with the historical development and cul-
tural traditions of this city. This article is to make a study
of the historical evolution of Shanghai city spirit in the

context of Shanghai’s modernization. Shanghai in modern

““ ’

times was an “ adventurers’ paradise”™, and a window
through which Western culture was first absorbed as well;
it is the birthplace of modern industry and workers’ move-
ment of China. The spirit of a city should be rooted in the
history and tradition of the city itself. The real Shanghai
city spirit should also be refined from “the historical sedi-
ments of modern Shanghai accumulated over 150 years. ”
The features of being open to different voices, exploiting
and creating, emphasis on law and stressing order involved
in the Shanghai city spirit have profound connections with

the traditions of this city.

Bidding and Holding of World Expo: a Test and Upgrade
Of Shanghai City Spirit ceerseecsecsssar et tanr

- 30

- 49
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The successful bidding for holding the World Expo
2010 has enriched the World Expo with new spiritual con-
notations. During the whole process, Shanghai city spirit
has endured the test and been further improved. Series of
great events and projects are all catalysts for the Shanghai
city spirit. A beautiful city should be a city with advanced
concepts and with the most human considerations. Ad-
vanced concepts are the core of city spirit, which origina-
ted from its own cultural traditions and are fostered by va-
rious cultural nutrients. Enhancing the awareness of the
obligation of citizen is an important way to upgrade city
spirit. The beauty of Shanghai lies in her civilization and
elegance, vitality and energy, and considerations respect-
ing human feelings as well as her clear water, clean air,

tranquility and green lands.

The City Spirit Highlighted within the Period of the
SARS Epidemics -+ oo ccvvvvvemeetrmimiiiiitiiiieiee e e 66
After the outbreak of the SARS epidemics, people in
Shanghai, from the government to the citizens, from en-
terprises to communities, had devoted themselves to the
battle in their own way and stood ready to render each oth-

er assistance in the connected efforts to combat the SARS
epidemics. The courage ,/ wisdom, solidarity and spirit of
devotion manifested in all fields of the battle gave a won-
derful account of the character and style that is due to an
international metropolis despite some defects in operation.

In the aspect of system, the government took appropriate

. 3.
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measures in time to put public places under strict control
and had the social stability and security guaranteed in gen-
eral; in the aspect of ethics, good characters and spirit of
devotion embodied in the citizens generated positive factors
that can not be ignored and formed a good ethical atmos-
phere for the whole society; in the aspect of culture, ardor
in the period of urgency, unprecedented solidarity and the
spirit of coordination were jointly manifested by the gov-
ernment, the citizens and enterprises and institutions, and
those factors transformed into kind of cultural essence,
which will have profound and active influence upon the
spirit and vigor of Shanghai city from now on and for a

longer period of time.

A Moving Window of Culture; Taxi Service and City
Spirit in Shanghai
“Windows” are demonstrations of a city’s image.
From the outlook and the condition of taxies to the behav-
ior of taxi-drivers, all is to transmit messages about the
city’s cultural level. In the activity of creating “ Window
Culture”, a city spirit of “honoring the post and serving
people and society” has been cultivated in taxi service.
Government initiation, brand promotion and self-supervi-
sion make up the three principal motives of the “Window
culture” activity. There are three main issues in taxi serv-
ice: the quality of taxi-drivers needs to be enhanced, ex-
tensive management needs to be changed, and the condi-

tion of taxi service needs to be improved. Several relevant

“ 4.
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suggestions have been put forward.

Practices on Ideological and Ethical Development and
City Spirit Cultivation -+« o vereeeeen i 108

Cultivation of city spirit has become the most impor-
tant task since the new century comes around. A city spirit
with high cohesion and centripetal force could combine the
forces of all walks of society, further inspire the spirit of
the people of the whole city and maintain the spiritual im-
petus to keep Shanghai develop consistently. According to
the analysis of the great discussion of city spirit and the
surveying results of the actual circumstance of the work of
Shanghai’s ideological and ethical construction, this article
holds that profound historical accumulation and realistic
foundation are available for shaping up the city spirit; the
requirements and aspirations for ideological, cultural and
ethical development point out the direction for the cultiva-
tion of the city spirit. However, the cultivation of city
spirit is a task that can only be accomplished in the long
run and needs a process of constant enrichment and distil-
lation in practice. With “being open to different voices
and seeking prominence” taken as the basic connotation of
the city spirit of Shanghai in new times, this article will
give a rather deep discussion and statement of the princi-
ples of and basic guidelines for the cultivation and practice
of city spirit and specific practice steps and corresponding

suggestions.
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New Requirement of City Spirit and Construction of
Citizen Ethics in Luwan Community ----------oocoeeeeeeenaen 127
Luwan community is one of the key communities in
Shanghai, covering an area of 8.02 square kilometers,
with nearly one fifth is circled in plan as a place for hold-
ing World Expo in 2010. As one of the venues, Luwan
community faces unprecedented opportunities and challen-
ges. We are required to have a good knowledge of the
present basic conditions and further improve the cultivation
of the city spirit and citizens’ ethical quality when we make
decision on what kind of community and what kind of spir-
it for Luwan community to hold the World Expo and to re-
ceive the guests from all over the world. This article intro-
duces in details the plan and operation of the “ Jointly
building a terrific homeland — comprehensive project of

construction of citizen ethics in Luwan community” .

Foundation; New Engine of the Urban Cultural
DeVelOPIMENt -« -cvocveeeeererearentiiiiii e e 145
Non-profit social organization is one of the major fac-
tors for the healthy development of a modern city, while
foundation is an important component of the organization.
Comparing with the great achievements of Shanghai econo-
my, the non-profit social organization is still in embryonic
stage. Through making laws, regulations and policies,
Shanghai will make efforts on releasing social power, cul-
tivating social subject, opening social space and promoting

the development of non-profit social organization, hence to

c 6 -
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make the social power and social organization to be the
subject and the motive of social development. To take the
reform of Shanghai Cultural Development Foundation as a

case for study will be a good start.

Literary Creation and City Spirit in Shanghai --------------- 166

Writers in Shanghai usually have special feelings
about the city spirit. They explore with their literary works
the inner part of urban resident in Shanghai, hence to ex-
press the unique features of Shanghai city spirit to readers.
It will be found in their works that how Shanghai people
make themselves part of the process of Shanghai’s modern-
ization and openness. But more intensive expression of

city spirit is still a tough task for writers in Shanghai.

Construction of General Urban Sightseeing Environ-

ment as a Significant Supporting System for Shanghai

City SPIFt ++- v vevrereeeivei i 177

Shanghai city spirit should be the image of the tenden-

cy and requirement of the development in modern times —
“contained internally and displayed externally”. The “es-
sence” of city spirit has great controlling power, guiding
the development of the city in a favorable direction and
displaying itself in vivid realistic “ pictures”. General ur-
ban sightseeing environment, comprising environments
that are directly and indirectly connected with urban sight-
seeing, is the embodiment of the “image” of Shanghai

city spirit. Such environment displays a creative idea ori-

« 7
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enting the harmony of social ecosystem. It is a systematic
architecture made up of a residential environment in a gar-
den city, an elegant and leisurely environment in regard of
art appreciation, a comfortable and pleasing environment
in regard of human feelings, a harmonious community en-
vironment in regard of human nature, a plural and ex-
changeable environment in regard of communication and a

service environment with high efficiency and satisfaction.

Culture of New York City and Its Experiences to Learn
194

The distinctive culture of New York City developed
from 300 years’ evolution and development entitles it to be
the capital of the world which is distinct from other cities
in the world. From the angles of the formation and pro-
gression of its culture, it can be seen that the thriving and
developed culture not only takes advantage of its wonderful
geographical location, but also benefits from the economic
development of New York City and even the United
States, as well as the contribution of immigrants from oth-
er countries. Sorting out and analyzing the development
process in history and the features of culture of New York
City would not only contribute greatly to mastering factors
in regard of culture of New York City as an international
metropolis, but also provide helpful experiences and refer-
ence for the development of Shanghai striving to be an in-

ternational metropolis.



Contents

Tokyo: Implementation of “Mental Revolution” to
Heighten the City’s Charm .-« coevienenieeerieeinenn. 211
In recent years, Tokyo devotes efforts to building a
leading international metropolis with charming and flour-
ishing culture. Compared with London, New York City
and Paris, Tokyo has no distinctive cultural character.
However, in modern times when international metropolis
are in keen competition, a city with no charm would be in

[

irreversible decline. Tokyo must undertake “ cultural re-
construction” to improve the ability to create and transmit
its culture. Cultural reconstruction is undoubtedly founded
on the quality of humans. Therefore, the government of
Tokyo focuses on “ Tokyo Mental Revolution Operation
Plan” , and holds that “mind of the whole Japanese nation
would be enriched by the enrichment of minds of Tokyo
citizens”. It is a plan aims at shaping “New citizens of
Tokyo” , involving every member of the society and requi-
ring the coordinated efforts from families, schools, and

communities.
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