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“Marion tapped on the transmitter over
and over again. Dot dash dash dot — dot dash.
Dot dash dash dot — dot dash.The Morse Code
spelt the letters PA. Marion sighed impatiently
as she waited for her Pa. He said he had a sur-
prise and she wanted to see it.

“Oh Dot, do be quiet!”He suddenly ap-
peared in the doorway.
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Marion’s father was the famous Ameri-
can scientist,Thomas Edison. Because he’d
worked with Morse Code transmitters for many
years, he’d nicknamed her Dot. Her brother
Tom was Dash.

“Hurry up!” Marion tugged Edison’s hand.

“I want to see the surprise in the laboratory.”




BMENEERLEAA LM/ F X —IDH -
Rib A&, B ik § 5 REFLE RA LA AL, R IeAR
TN A AR, ) F B R B E T |

“he—ag] THARELEREENFH “KEL
AREELZHKRIFE,”

nickname [ nikneim]

AR R o
tug [tag) B I hi i)
laboratory [‘lzboratori] & SLIE

i)

o

t
o '




Marion ran along beside Pa as they crossed
the grass to the long wooden laboratory. They
hurried upstairs to join Edison’s assistants
round a workbench. Marion smiled excitedly

at everyone.
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‘ ‘There!” Edison swept a cover off the end
of the bench. Marion felt disappointed. Was this
the surprise? All she could see was a solid metal
tube wrapped in tinfoil, with a handle through
it. A needle from a smaller tube at the side had
made marks on the tinfoil.
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“Ready?” Pa turned the handle.

Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was white
as snow.

Marion heard Pa’s voice. Then she watched
him sneeze, but the rhyme didn’t stop. How
could Pa sneeze and yet go on speaking at the
same time? He turned the handle faster and his

voice went higher. It must be a trick!
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P a’s engineer, Charles Batchelor, laughed
at Marion’s puzzled expression.

“It’s a phonograph!” he announced.” Your
father has invented an amazing machine which
records sounds and then plays them back.”

“What we say today, we could listen to again
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Pa couldn’t hide his excitement. “Think
how useful that could be,” he said as he patted
the machine. “This baby’s going to be very
important!”

“Can I have a go?” asked Marion shyly.
For an hour Marion and her father played
with the phonograph. She recorded a poem and

everyone cheered when it was played back.
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