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Preface

The birth of medicine in China is lost in history but our surmise allows us to
set its probable origins about 5000 years ago. From its beginning the emper-
ors taught their subjects the cultivation of plants and their healing properties,
but the non-herbal methods followed the Chinese philosophical wisdom in
treating the body as a whole.

Wlth the molding of Chinese medicine through the beliefs and practices of
Chinese culture, your nation has developed a tradition of medical practice.

The continuity and study of traditional Chinese medicine were impelled in
part through documentation starting with the technology of the second half

of this century.

The need to report the achievements of Chinése scientists , physicians and oth-
er practitioners in the periodical literature has been shown to be as essential in
China as the need in the United States to make the medical literature accessi-
ble. After study and analysis of the expanse of the literature and possible
methods of access to it in the United States, the National Library of
Medicine published its first structured vocabulary in 1963 when it developed
its computerized retrieval system to allow the American medical community
to locate the hundreds of thousands of articles and books published the field

of medicine.

- At the same time in China, the China Academy of Traditional Chinese
Medicine recognized a similar need: that of providing a key to open more
widely a door to the knowledge of traditional Chinese medicine. So it both
adopted and adapted the vocabulary published by the National Library of
Medicine, MEDICAL SUBJECT HEADINGS s known familiarly to all users
as MeSH, The structure and use of the CHINESE TRADITIONAL




MEDICINE AND MATERIA MEDICA SUBJECT HEADINGS are based
on MeSH. Naturally its subject headings in the vast field of traditional Chi-
nese medicine for both therapeutic and pharmaceutical procedures and for
medicinal plants far surpass that of MeSH since it must meet the demands of
the Chinese practitioners. But the National Library of Medicine is proud to
have created MeSH as the bibliothecal model that the Institute of Information

on Traditional Chinese Medicine has accepted as its vocabulary source.

The second edition of the CHINESE TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AND
MATERIA MEDICA SUBJECT HEADINGS represents the first revision of
the 1987 edition. The list of symptom complexes and medicinal plants has
been amplified, more traditional methods of therapy and drug preparations
have been added, and the proper modifications have been made to bring this
latest version in line with the 1996 edition of MeSH including MeSH changes

in vocabulary, spelling or the categorication of terms.

It is hoped that the future will bring both countries further additions and ac-

companying editions.

Thelma charen

Medical Subject Headings
National Library of Medicine
Bethesda , Maryland
U.S.A.:
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