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Brief Introduction to
History of Chinese Pottery and Porcelain
By Ye Zhemin

(Revised and expanded edition)

The author Ye Zhemin (A{#iE2), an emeritus professor of Tsinghua University, was
born in an influentially literary family in 1924, His father, Ye Linzhi (" fgHE), was a well-
known scholar of ancient ceramics and one of the founding fathers of modern China’s ceramic
industry. Having been learning calligraphy and painting from masters including Xu Beihong,
Luo Fukan and Pu Ru ({§:3Em - W EHL  ®i{%), Ye is well versed in stone inscription,
history of calligraphy and classical poems. In 1960 he published his first publication about
scientific research of ancient porcelain.

Ye learned about ceramics from his father since childhood and afterwards he worked at
the Palace Museum in Beijing for seventeen years under the supervision of Chen Wanli and
Sun Yingzhou (% J7 5 | PNEUD. Not only did he view and appraise countless ceramic
pieces in the imperial collection, Ye also, together with Sun Yingzhou, visited the Shanghai
Museum and other museums to authenticate over a hundred thousand sherds in their
collection, meanwhile he has traveled and inspected all the famous kilns in the country.

In 1977—1985, Ye discovered the location of the Ru kiln (7% %) of the Song Dynasty
and in 1985 he pointed out for the first time that the Qingliangsi kiln in Baofeng County,
Henan Province was the site for the Ru Kiln, the exact location of which had been a puzzle
for centuries.

Ye has been teaching history of Chinese ceramics and history of Chinese calligraphy in
the Central Academy of Arts and Crafts (now the School of Fine Arts, Tsinghua University)
since 1978. In recent years, he has also lectured in Peking University, the Central Academy
of Fine Arts, the Chinese University of Hong Kong and other well-known institutions and
museums around China, as well as in Japan, Italy, the U.K. and USA. Since 1960 he has

published more than ten books and over one hundred papers, among which Chinese
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Ceramics, Ceramiche Cinesi are published in English, Italian and Japanese. Currently Ye
also works as a special advisor in the Palace Museum in Beijing.

History of Chinese Pottery and Porcelain is an updated version of Ye’s Compendium
of Chinese Ceramic History published in 1989, incorporating a large amount of new materials
collected in the past two decades. The book is illustrated with 1400 color plates, line diagrams
and maps, which are selected from photographs he took during his archaeological reviews,
as well as from complimentary catalogues and books given to him by museums, scholars and
private collectors outside of China.

With luxuriant contents based on scientific study, the book comprises systematically the
development of ceramic techniques and connoisseurship, especially with the all-dimensional
comparison between kiln types and through the times, artistic analysis to the special links and
relationships between ceramic and calligraphy and painting. It showcases the brilliant
accomplishments of ancient Chinese culture as a whole, against the backdrop of politics,
economy and trade in the past dynasties.

Represented with ample illustrations and elegant writings in which ancient poems are
constantly quoted, and with detailed notes and appendix, the book is “a picturesque teaching
material which provides authoritative definitions and direct references for archaeologists,
cultural relic researchers, collectors and ceramic enthusiasts, and will definitely help readers
to grow a strong sense of patriotism and national pride” (from Preface by senior scholar Fu

Hou).
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