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A Brief Introduction

This book is a major research into the life and thoughts of
Xue Fucheng, a renowned thinker and distinguished diplomat of
the late Qing China. Xue’s life story is approached chronologically
and divided, along with the development of his thoughts, into
several phases and elaborated against the historical and ideolog-
ical environment of his age. While setting forth the historical in-
fluences Xue effected on and the contributions he made to modern
China’s social transformation in its different stages, the author
emphasizes the development and changes of Xue’s thoughts.

As Xue was one of the representative figures of the first
group of Chinese who went abroad in search of truths that would
help to rescue their country, the author goes to great lengths to
discuss Xue’s diplomatic practices in his later years, his cognition
of and reflections upon the experiences of the West, his examina-
tion of Western material and spiritual civilization, his comparison
of the Chinese and Western cultures, and the efforts he made to
search for ways to turn his poor and weak country into a wealthy
and powerful one. By affirming the role Xue played as an enlight-
ener and pointing out the limitations history imposed upon him,
the author evaluates Xue as a patriotic thinker with multiple con-
tributions, a figure who inherited the past and helped to usher in
the future to China when he was going through a series of radical

political and social transformations,
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