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Preface

This book is an attempt to present a picture of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America by conveying necessary mnformation about
them and to provide Chinese readers, who show a general interest in the two countries, with
material written in intermediate English.

§ differs from other books covering the similar theme in its unique arrangement.

Fist, all the materials are carefully selected and arranged in topics. The United King-
dom and the Uniied States are similar in many respects, with a shared language and similar
but not always same poligeal, social, and economic values. Bach has a sense of relation
with the other. However, there are significant distinctions making a comparison useful to
know the two countries better. There is more material in the book than could be easily cov-
ered in a single semester. Accordingly, it has been organized in such a way as to facilitate
breaking it up for teaching.

Second, keywords are highlighted in bold, making the important information more no-
ticeable,

Third, questions for discussion are offered at the end of most sections. This will allow
the instructor to assign exercises that are appropriate for the material covered.

The book is a cooperation of three experienced teachers in Zhejiang Gongshang Univer-
sity. Chapter Two & Three, Supplementary Material Two & Three, Appendix Two and part
of Appendix Three are compiled by Sun Lizhong, Chapter Seven and Chapter Eight by Shang
Zhen and the rest by Jiang Dan.

The book owes to Professors Liu Fagong, Xu Jun and Wang Shuwen for their encourage-
ment and support during the long writing process.

The book aims to be informative and interesting. Inquires, comments and suggestions
regarding the book are appreciated. Please direct them to Faculty of Fereign Languages,
Hangzhou University of Commerce.

Writers
December, 2003



Chapter One Basic information of the United Kingdom and

the Uniited States -+-++++rrereererrecmreierminiia (1)

Section One  Name of the country and national emblems «+e+eeeererrreneraninaiiians (1)
1. Name of the Coumtry «+ee+ terssreressrsimiitiiiiin e e (1)
(1) The United Kingdom <+ e+ eoretsemsnineeritnenininiiiien et (1)
(2) The United States of America  cetererorerrerermrererrrorirmriiiisiciencsnisnnn. ( 1 )
2. National emblems =+vvessesverrrrrreriarnmrriisiiiii et e e ( 1 )
(1) National ﬂags ..................................................................... (1)
(a) National flags of the United Kingdom «+-«eeeesersersesnimininnnnne. (1)

(b) National flag of the United States -+++++++eererererersressneentisinenieen (3)

(2) National Anthem +++++sseeeereremrreretmmtmii e, (3)
(a) National Anthem of the United Kingdom  +++ereeesersssresnsrnnicnninian (3)

{(b) National Anthem of the United States  +++++++s=<rsresererreresvsisarcannanans (4)

(3) The Seal «+ereerrrrrrreremremtmaieritrinii i s (5)
(a) Royal Coat of Arms of the United Kingdom «-+e+roerererensscsniniasnnnns (5)
(b)TheGreaISea]ofﬂleUnitedStates .......................................... (6)

(4) National flowers  sreeverersartoreiitiimiiiiiiiiiiiinic i, ( 7 )
(a) National flowers of the United Kingdom «+--+«=srsesrererernaninanisnnan (1)

(b) National flower of the United States ++=--=r-rsrrreerevremsesrseinieinniann ( 7 )
Section Two  Geography «++«+«+ssesrersermemneniiii i, (9)
1. Geographical position and territory +++++rseeersssesstmmmiesinins i (9)
(1) The UnitedKingdom ............................................................... (9)
(2) The United States «oeroereereretrsmraeiiiiiiriieitranaietasen, ( 9 )
2. Physical features and topogmphy ...................................................... ( 9)
(1) The United Kingdom «++++++++sssrerensssrasansnsnntsnnnssnninisnnninienn, (9)

(a) The Phghland 7 R LT R R T R R PR P PR PP PPR TP PP (10)



-2 An Qutline of the United Kingdom and the United States

(b) The Lowland Zone ««++++++ssesererensusnnroniiensansnsssinnniecnnisies o ionns (10)

(2) The United States =+-+=++seeeresrsumsismsasisnssicmsmnisieinse s, (10)
(a) The Atlantic Seacost and the Appalachian Mountains in the east ==«<*++++++ (10)

(b) The Central Plaing ++++++++es+erresessesassasseissneanssnssnisiissseissinninias (11)

(c) The Rockies west to the Pacific Ocean «+rre=seeeerrmremssrrerininimninen. (11)

T, THIE ZOME  **errteereerremrrararnrttaet ittt e s s ee (12)
4. Regional terms Of Amdca ................................. SeARELA LR RCCA AR RO RE R ( 13)
Section Three ~ Climate, weather and natural resourges «««««««etessrrsrareerienenieces (14)
1. Climate and Weather +++=+r+=s+sesssreenssrsanssssraniiessiinssnisnsasinnensninaaeens (14)
(1) Climate and weather of the United Kingdom «-++++++++-ssvsesesassununsnsnuns (14)
(2) Climate and weather of the United States  =«+=rereserersrrmerernerrirsiiinnirn (14)

. Natural TESGUICES  +++++++sersrressreasuessrsernsaninsasssnsnsanssssenesnseesssssons (14)
(1) Rivers and lakes +ereereseemsoesnns SO RRRRORURPPRON (14)
(2) Moun'ains ........................................................................... (15)
(3) Mines +++sesesessesesestsmmumnnietioesis st e et e s (15)
3, Haganls eoereeereeeseererensesnssorenonsonaensintasessstssteninesansansssnnenonoss (15)
Chapter TWo GOVEIIIEIE ++++seeresressssssnmsasinmstsnssssisiatenssssnssnssssas (17)
Section One  The Head of State +++++++++sssrressressnrmnrarsaurantaninsecraronesasnns (17)
1. British Monarchy «+-+s-s-reessesersssencssnsmsssminisiinsss st (17)
2 President of the Uniited States «++«+=+++=+=ssessssrsnerasarssriarismsrrasssrnesarinnees (19)
&:tion Two ’Ihe Ex&uﬁve Bmh ...................................................... ( n)
1. The Executive Branch in Britain ++++-+++rrres-ssessssesserensmsssreneersusassius (2)
(1) Structure of the Executive =+ +ssseresssassmseimmrmreiiintaissriassenens (23)
(a) The Prime Minister *++rerseserssssnninmi i, {(23)

(b) The Givil Service -+ +++=++-sesesereseressmsmsssasenmiinusrissnscae s, (26)

(c) Sub-national governmment +++++sserrsrsssnsni et s 20

2. The Executive Branch in the United States «=corcesereererirsmmesiamiccieicien. (27)
(1) The Presidency ++:+++ssesessersssssssnssnsbessniarias ettt s (27)
(2) The Executive Departments «+++++essereesesssesesessinmnenssnssseinnsuacen. (27
(3) The Federal system ---++c+seresrerssenssasssssssarsestist it sni s (28)

(4) State GOVEITINENL te+ s ereserrosrrsimrrrrstnntmomiietisticioristiittariiarriones (30)



(5) City Government -++++=+=rsssssssssesssmnsemsmsissisiin sttt sttt (31)
{6) County GOVEITIDEnE =+ +++r++sssessrsestransunsimisintiiiniitntr et siniens (32)
(7) Town and Village Govermment  «+-c+s«tsersessemssnscismsiiitiecnsinniisionaiens (32)
(8) Other local GOVEIMENts +++++++++sssmrrrssssssssisatsmmrstsst st shasinis (33)
Section Three  The Legislative Branch «--«+-+sorsseeererseerincssnnninininnininneens (34)
1. The Legislative Branch in Britain ++++++esrrresssssnensensiassncsnnininsiinninennns (34)
(1) Parliament «+++«++=++ssseererssssmrummerenns s e (M)
(a) The House of Commons ++++++=+s+=sseesssssrasanssrsnsessnuiinisiananscanesnans (34)

(b) The House of Lords +++cer=vereeersmrmensemsmmnini e (36)

(2) Functions of the Iegislative Branch etecerrevertmmaciiiciiiiniin (38)
(3) The Meeting of Parliament «-«--+=+ssveereeerrim (39)
(4) Question Time «e«vsreerereersssmrrienmein s (39)
(5) Public access to Parliamentary proceedings «+reseseesres s (40)
2. The Legislative Branch in the United States -:++++«+=cssrersemrerserseninecinineans (40)
(1) A Bicameral Congress TR s (40)
() Qualifications of members of Congress +++«+:++eersissriscermsnininieens (41)

(b) Powers of the House and Senate  teeeeresrrrrmerssimeiinimiiiinirann (42)

(¢) Officers of the Congress «+++tersererrenesriesstinit e (4)

(2) The lawmaking PIDCESS *+++2++5 et snsersssotivnmsses st ettt s (45)
3. A comparison of British and American Constitutions s+« v« srrerrresasesaraininen, (48)
Section Four The Judicial Branch +ereeeeerrrereererrimim i, (49)
1. The Judicial Branch in Britain =+ -=+r++sereeerseeerersroraniimims . (49)
(1) The Courts *rree=etmesrernrmrrmrmmranitrneict et e re s rreaa e (49)
() Tribunals «oeereeerrrreressrtmeimnnrt e (51)

(b) Inside the Courts «++ceeesrrrrrrerrressimiiiiantiii e (51)

(2) The Police  +++eevvresrerreeessrmmiarimmmiintiei et s eeenes (52)
(3) Precedence wrreereeerreenseriern i e (52)
2. The Judicial Branch in the United States ««-===x=verrserrrrer e, (52)
(1) The Federal Court System «+++=++++ressersrunmeremmm o (52)
(a) The Supreme Court  +o++ressssssuessasiinsiiiuiinsiiiniintii s (53)
(2) Courts of Appeal and District Coumts = +#++eseresrrressmremmaiinineiniiiniion. (54)

3) Special Courts =»vev+eemsrerremr st s (55)



- 4 - An Outline of the United Kingdom and the United States

(4) Trial by me ........................................................................ (56)
Section Five Political Parties «+++++++++++vseererreassasasranmnarerasisissserersessssrnes (57)
1. Major po]itical parﬁ&s in Britainm ceerereereeteerirniiii e s e e (57)
(1) The Conservative Party ............................................................ (58)
(2) The Labor Palty .................................................................. (58)

2. Major poliﬁcal parti% in the United States r:teerrerrsssenrsimmiiniimiiainiii (59)
(1) The Republican ..................................................................... (60)
(2) The Democratic -« -=rcevrrererraerrenssetioisttmmeiiatiiieiiiiiniieiiesiesaess (60)
3. The electoral SYSHEML  *rreererrerniss i e (60)
(1) Flection in the United ngdom ................................................... (60)
(2) Election in the United Stages «-=+-vroevmrerrerrarercitiniiimiiiiiinee (61)
(a) The electoral PIOCESS *++7+% ¢+ smmsrs sasmunittstist it sttt sttt s (62)

(b) Impeachment ..................................................................... (67)
Section Six  Foreign relations of UK and USA reerererrereernereiiiniiieiiiiniaenan. (69)
1. Britain and the Worlg -rervesrreserarimimmn i (69)
(1) The three comerstones of British foreign policy ++-++++ssesereeesessunsaniainn. (69)
(a) British Empire .................................................................. (69)

(b) The Commonwealth +=++eserrereremmmmtnmainiii s (71)

(¢) Relations with other European countries +++++++++=+++ereerstssrsssmssnsesnsens (72)

( d) Britain’s defense  crerrerrerrernsinsnsini st s (75)

2. The specia.l relationship with the USA wreeccerrmrrrimrmiiiniiiiicniaiiian, (80)
3. Sino-British relations r-etevreerrererrareannanesatiiiaiiniiiini s s nes (81)
(1) Early contagts +s+sssseseessssessnsersnsssesmsiiiateststst st e (81)
(2) Recogniﬁon of New Ching c-eceerrerrereresarsiienioiioniiiiocaresiiiesiae (82)
(3) Further development of Sino—Briﬁsh relations crrerreereereiereriesineiiiiain (83)
(4) The setilement of the Hong Kong question ++:++=+esvesererssmmeniesincenen. (83)

( 5) A new chapter in Sino-British relations *=r*errersersesritimsisiiiinising (84)
4. Sino-American relatigns =rcrrerrrerereser it v e e eaens ( 84)
Chapter Three The British and the American econommy «+++-+:+«++ssecess: (87)
Section One  The British economy =+=-éseesesesensnsussmisniinmssasnssraneicnacins (§7)

1. The pre-mdustﬂal British ECOMOITIY  **=e@we=rrtrresmss smrestansumiunirnitsintninann, (87)



2. Industrial Revolutign r==s«rrereeremeeneeniiiioiiniimiiiiicimisiriaaiosnees (90)
3. Bﬁﬁsheconomyintheﬂ)d'cennny ................................................... (93)
Section Two The American COMOMIy  ****+**+ erenrenesararnrariseairorineneranseneess (98)
1. Economy of the colomies ++++««tssrseesssessmsimiiiiiiiiii s, (98)
2. The New Nation’s ECOMOIITY *7+77+=+"""eermssnensrummummninmintnitieiietisnin nnntenns (99)
3. Movement South and Westward =r=vc=ss-ssrerseresreermmmanieiecianiisioneioian (lm)
4. Industrial growth =r+oereessersersstionmii (101)
5. The Depmssion ........................................................................ (1%)
6. The POSLWAT @COMGIY *#+** =" s sranrerssessssnsnnenstanrnunsttiossenisunenaeanenes (104)
7. The economy in the 1960s and 19705 =+v=+1=srrrsesreenmmeesisininirrianieron (106)
8. The economy i the 1980s «ccverertrrerimiicitrniiiiiiiiieiiisneiiiiescain (108)
9. The economy in the 19905 +++++eressrersmrmssuisiinniieinii e (110)
Chapter Four Education «--++oeceeeseoermesininiaiee, (113)
1. The UK education system «+«+-seesseesererssesssmseminmienn e (113)
(1) Compulsory education «++++-s«sseersssssresnsrmmiinni i (113)
(a) Preparatory education srtererererrereraieriiiiiii st s e ane (113)

(b) Secondary education +-+reseereer st e (114}

(2) Post-16 education  +++++eererrerseseesen: ettt e raeaes (114)
(3) Post-18 education  *socrrrrserrreeserirasinicirsiiicnie s s srans (115)
2. The US education system  ++«-s+stecesitssiimeiinntinniicieiiiissn e (120
(1) Compulsory education =«++-++=seersessrsensiii e (120)
(a) Pre-school education -«+++e+sseeseerssemreriniie i (120)

(b) Primary education «+++ss+reseseserisnsiiini i (121)

(c) Seconda:y education  rererereerrrererraresenia e s e s e (121)

(2) Postsecondary education «+::++>+rseesernsatseinra e s (122)
(a) Types of universities +++++-+srssreeremonsinsinins s (122)

(b) Undergxaduate (Coﬂege) JEATS  rrerrerseonronnriocniie, (123)

(c) Postgaduate (Craduate) education -veeererereeeeererrer e reiieesieeicoiis (124)

(d) American top LHTIVETSIHES ***vev serorarrmsasnsnrotasesroetasainniietrarasiarss (1%)

(e) Ivy ]_eague Universifies  te=cceseseossoseinerncecarantionisacinieiisesisascnns (132)



-6 An Qutline of the United Kingdom and the United States

Chapter Five Relfigion «+---ooooereeseesecennmniniimii e, (133)
1. Christanity «t+r+serereersemensmeemete st e (134)
(I) Christianity UK corrermreriaiiiiiiii i ceicie it ss s san s s s nes (136)
(2) Christainity in USA ++r«essessrenscrssinnieminiiti e, (138)
2. Judasm eeeerrrerrnre e e e e (142)
3. Tslam  creeerereeeenn e e e s e e e ee e (144)
4. Buddhism «+eetrerermrerrrsnniniiiiii e et e e e s s aes (145)
Chapter Six A survey of culture --+--«+-erreeormreesnenimenn s, (146)
Section One  Holiday — «+=eereerererrrmrermmmiminn i, (146)
1. Major holidays observed in both countries ««++««sssreesrsesesemmmnininninnnin, (148)
(1) New Year’s Day .................................................................. (148)
(2) St. Valentine’s Day ............................................................... (149)
(3) April Fool's Day «+eeeeerenssemrssonsitinimiciniiuenenisn s (150)
(4) Easgter r+--ersreerrnerersessnmmimennaniin e e (151)
( 5) Mother’s Day ..................................................................... (152)
. (6) Father's Day  «reereevssrsrmsnamiit e e (154)
(7) Halloween seserarerereretortiiiiiaineiiieinrisiisisiiiiaiisioeiisassiais (155)
(8) ChriSmias  sorevreserrovresenmrnerettoraimieiiciutrtiiatiaistiasisiisoansensssens (156)
2. British major holidays <+ ++++s+verererremessis s (160)
(1) St. Andrew’s Day  »reseerertoreesminnn i {160)
(2) St. David’s Day «-re-vrereerreeressessnissi e e (160)
(3) &t. George’s Dy +++-ewtrvesrsssrersserietniin et (161)
(4) St. Patrick’s Day  +eeereersrereenimssnininii e (162)
(5) May Day «++oveeeeeeroneeonsetasinmonnieiietiniis et asaen s (163)
(6 Anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne ««++++<vcssasnersrresmsnneeniinnnnnies (164)
(7) Boxing Day oo (164)
3. Uniquely American holidays «+«terverserersesseeniaininmeani e (165)
(1) MarﬁnlutherKingDay ......................................................... (165)
(2) Presidents’ Day .................................................................. (166)
(3) Memorial Day ..................................................................... (167)

(4) Independence Day -+--e=+++etesseeersrrntseinisiniesisniensses i (167)



(5) Labor Day =-+evereeerrererersremssnmrinestsntmii s et (168)
(6) Columbus Day ..................................................................... (168)
(7) Veterans Day ++++essesersnsesmnensnrmnsinnniiniisinsnsstss e, (169)
(8) Thanksgiving Dy  ««+essveeroreresmmeimmmimi it st (169)

Section Two  Cities and culfure ««+r-cesreerrrrrrermmeminniin e (171

1. UK major Gitigs ««=++rersseeesrnrssressmnn i (171)
(1) Cities in England «+:«esereresseesmesiimmmmnuimemininnen, (171)

(2) Londan +++e=s+sesssmrrmrrmmmmmersitt e (171)
(b) Bmmngham ..................................................................... (17‘7)
(€) Liverpool ««++ssseeeresunmmnmniiniin st (178)
(d) Manchester ««++r+errerrrremrrimrii i (179)
(2) Cities in Scotland  sro=crereererrrerr et et e e (180)
(a) Edmburgh ..................................................................... (180)
(B) Glasgow ++++restsesstmserinssninasis s s (180)
(3) Cities In Walesg  rrrrerrrrerrernemeiiiiiiiiiii st ene e (]81)
(a) Cardiflf  cveorermrrrrerreriaii i e e b (181)
(4) Cities in Northern Ireland  =ovessrverevemremmmmemiine (181)
() Belfast  ++++sreersemsommasiiiinitein s (181)

2. Major American Cities  ++resssorseserrresnssoniitiaisis e (182)

(1) Cities of the Northeast ++«««sresrerrerseereermimerimie e, (182)
(a) Washington, D. €. croervvsrnonininmi (182)
(b) New York City, New York eveeeerrerserseimnmin (184)
(c) Philadelphia, Pennsylvamia «:=+ereoerrrorsroressimmniiini (187)
(d) Boston, Massachusetts ««««t+sssseserecersnmmmimnistininiiniinin, (188)

(2) Cities of the Middle West ~ =+==«rrereerersmnsmarsanenninmsniitncicenarnnanne (188)
(a) Chlcago, Ilinois w=evcvcmremererarareeomrrtianarertea e tencnatceonnas (188)

(3) Cities of the Sotth ==+ rervterrerrer e s inir s (189)
() Houston, Texas «++ee+seressssssssmsisisniiiiniasisnsnsinis s snssssasons (189)
(b) Atlama, Georgla ............................................................... (190)

(4) Cities of the West +=+erreererreeermarmnemii i . (190)
(a) Los Angeles, Califormia +++seseressressssassasssnsnsesassssnsuscsensnsans (190)



-8 - An Outline of the United Kingdom and the United States

(c) Salt Lake City, Utah ec+rveoeersrmmmseeneemmmimniianiininie s (191)

(d) San Dlego, Califormig =covrcreererrarersemmniiiiiin e, (192)

(e) San Francisco, California «=++++++sretererersssirinmaiinniiniiisiin, (192)

(f) Seattle, Washington «v«eeeseereerremrmmieie e (193)
Section Three Mass Media v+ ve«=rreeererseertrmimetaeiaiorinuieininaiaenneranien (1%4)
1 Newspaper ........... et et eeeeeiereeeeaieeeetetarereeeiaiaree e eenrteenaneernrane (194)
(1) Major British newspapers *«++++t+tseeressrsestimieniinie it (195)
(a) British national MEWSPADETS *"** "+ " s s terrr srasenrrran ity (195)

(b) British local DEWSPADETS 77777 " eeresenerersirsntnn et s (198)

(2) America PODULAr EWSPApEIs  *+7+++rrrsserstarssssiin it ittt (198)
2. Radio and TV Network cvreretteeeserrsesrmrenmsnrarsonianieistetiieiiiuinriienean (199)
(1) M&jor British radio and TV network «ccroreerrrrerrcorareniiniiinienioiienins (199)
(2) Major American radio and TV networks  <=ccorrromreeererimieniiiniiniiiienian (2(1))
(a) The National Broadcasling Company .......................................... (201)

(b) The Columbia Broadcasting System +++++++sreeersesannsennniniienens (201)

(¢) The American Broadcasting Company «+++e+eeeeraesessinnar e (201)

( d) The Fox Network ==« -=rr--rrereererrrerteaimriiiaiiatermasinsisininnsionsinns (201)

(e) The United Paramount Network — +r+r+reveessevesrisirtniiniiiiniinisiniiii, (201)

(£) The PAX Network  cvovrrerssressmsssrermmimniniin i, (201)

(g) The Wamer Brothers Network ++«++w++=rsssssenssnussnssensnsniunniiiininn, (202)
Section Four LIEIatire -+« =t rssrsstsmesrratinenittnmmneriaessnarrarensenoriniosions (203)
1. British Beratire  svevrevsresrrrrosearrrmstmmnonenscsruneinearensrareinruimrirsienenns (203)
(1) Early and medieval fiterature  =-+++++»eresssesesesmnensnsciiniinnninininnen, (208)
(2) Literature in the English Renaissance ««+:+++oreresrreesserinniinnniinn (24)
(3) Literature of the 17" CEMMUIY  *e@+erressstorsminstemnmmtsirtasiennncinisaaniess (206)
(4) Literature in the 18® CEMEUIY  *veevsreeressssanunsmnmmiitnnni e (206)
{5) Romanticism in Engllsh Literature *+««cererrerarerererrarenenriniesaiaeas (207)
{6) Realism in Engh'sh literature  srererseremeiniiiin s (208)
(7) English literature in the 2 CORIUIy  v+esverssesessssnmmnnmsnssnnsin e (209)
2. American [Emature  rerectrerreoaroersermsmmmerintosseresnmamnsssesneinersanireonns (210)
(1) American ]itemmre. in mst—revolu\ionaxy period  trreesssssesssn, (210)
{2) American literature in the 20t CEMUTY *w+nessessremnmnsrsmmmnsinsiiisniaenees (211)



