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»1. Howard Gardner

e

5

A professor of education at Harvard University, reflected on a visit to China, and gave his
thoughts on different approaches to learning in China and the West. In this text, he made a de-
tailed comparison between Chinese and Western attitudes toward learning.

»2. Education in the West and creativity

There is no common agreement in the West concerning the best method of education. A
variety of views can be found among parents, teachers and students. Much of the current debate
over education surrounds the extent to which learning should be teacher-based or student-

based. Comparing Western and Chinese methods of learning it is generally true that Western
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methods are more student-based, expecting students to discover things for themselves rather
than relying on their teachers to tell them. Of course, the extent to which learning is teacher-
based or student-based, i. e. teacher-centred or student-centred, also depends on differences
between subjects.

Education, whether it is in China or in the West, involves learning skills and acquiring a
body of knowledge in many fields. The student-centred activities are designed to teach children
to draw conclusion from their own observations or from those of their group and especially to
learn how to research a topic on their own. Creativity is generally considered to be one of the
key aims of Western education. So increasing efforts have been made to integrate strategies into
the educational system that help children to learn “by doing” , “hands-on” class work and by
special “projects” .

Creativity does not necessarily require sophisticated skills or great intelligence. The crea-
tive process often involves intuitive perception, “lateral thinking” , and experimentation by trial
and error. And a creative person might guess at a possible solution, pull in comparison from to-
tally unrelated fields, and accept mistakes as a normal part of problem-solving.

» 3. Middle class

In the United States, the middle class refers to the class of people between the very health-
y class and the class of unskilled labourers and unemployed people. It includes businessmen,
professional people, office workers, and many skilled workers. In Britain, however, the middle
class refers to the class of people between the nobility and the working class. It includes profes-

sional men (such as doctors, lawyers and architects) , bankers, owners of business and small

gentry.

= BXSE

The essay we are going to read includes the three main parts: a beginning where the topic

is introduced by an anecdote; the body part where the topic is elaborated by comparison and
contrast; and a conclusion presented in the form of a question.

Topics can be developed with examples or by analysis using cause and effect and using
comparison and contrast as well, as is the case in this unit. When planning a comparison and
contrast essay, we should choose the significant points as the points of comparison and contrast
which would support the central idea. Any other irrelevant points should not be mentioned. In
this unit, the comparison and contrast centers around the difference between the attitudes of
Mr. and Mrs. Gardner and that of the hotel staff towards Benjamin’s efforts in inserting the key
into the slot. The -former let him explore and enjoy himself, while the latter held his hand and
taught him how to insert the key correctly.

The contrast between Chinese and Western ways to learn to fulfil a task is that the Chinese

shows a child how to do something, or teach by holding his hands, and the Westerners teach a



Unit 1 Ways of Learning

child to rely on himself for solutions to problems.
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1. attach o 05,358 EE KD
[#)30] He attached his horse to the lamp post. {38 5 & 7E T 4THF L
The price tags are attached on each article.  FF{4 7 5h_EEMGH MA& IR,
This hospital is attached to our university. X ZKE B BT 2FERO M E E P
He doesn’t attach any importance to my statement. {thZZ A~ B AL IR A 75 BH
He is deeply attached to his wife. IR Z E fth (1 FEF
2. position vt. % B
[#140] She positioned herself by the window seat on the right side.
ity A FE A DU A 7 55
They were able to position the ship in the sea by means of radar.
AT RE A 75 500 € i R AR By 7.
(i21Z) reposition wvt. BB~ BURLE ;45 EHTENL
They reposition the ship in the sea as necessary.
AT b AT R AT R TR E AL
3. await . ZfF, 5%
[#180] 1 have nothing to do but await the reply. & ICZ A fif, B A S5 [ 24
She excitedly awaits her son’s return. i %5 #2554t )L FHIVH 3K .
4. insert D u. FA, A @n. fFHH
[#130] The nurse carefully inserted the needle into my left arm.
PO IEE S AE T R AE .
He inserted a key into a lock.  fhfE4H RLdFH#E T 81 H .
The director promised us $400 for delivering these inserts to 2,000 houses by Sun-
day morning.  FAEZE N L] 400 35T, 4 5 BATX T 4 U R KR
fRZ AT 2,000 PP AKE,
5. relevant adj. %K, VIH
[#13#0] The amount of food one takes is relevant to one’s health.

—PTABARYRESHERA LK.

I’ve borrowed all the relevant books from the library.
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KMNEBHEERTIAARNSES,
6. neglect . & n. ZW B Z;HK
[#130) No one trusts him, for he often neglects his duty.
BeA AARLE L, BB o il 22 3 B 2 S
Don’t neglect writing to me. I’m awaiting your answer eagerly.
AERETHERER, RIESVMERIRNER .,
She was severely criticized for neglect of duty.
1ty PR Bre 2 B S 1f 32 3 7™ b 9t
[i21Z] @ neglected adj. AZLR;ATEER
a neglected appearance A& ) S
@) neglectful adj. HiZK, A 2400
neglectful of one’s appearance AEE H O RIFME
[#%] ignore vt ZAL(FEN/FEHEY) ;X FHEAR TR/ AITIEIF
She looked unhappy. I responded by ignoring her.
WF ERAFFL . BB AEEfATERR
I said hello to her, but she ignored me completely.
FEER M FTHRVE , AT 2 A AR A A R
Students should not ignore their mistakes. 224 AN iZ TG B C A4S IR .
7. critical adj. ZEXFEEN;ERE;HPECH) /Y PESIHY
[#1tn] We are at a critical time in our history. IR TIEAT s A9 B K%,
I have another critical decision to be made.
KA A=A REH A EXREEZNRE
The patient’s condition is critical. JH NHIRTE G .
Rather than drown the students’compositions in critical red ink, the teacher should
comment favorably on improvements over the previous work. i Xt _E IR A5
U B3 TT 25 T4 OF , TSR A PRSI B Z0 28K A A AR OV SCBUS —IBWIER .
The director was critical of the way we were doing the work.
I KX AR/ 77 248 T 6V
She is very critical in her choice. il ({3 PEAR AT ZI -
8. principal adj. FEH), HEMW
[ 1%n] My principal concern is to earn enough money to send my son to college.
i R ORI EE LT ERF.
The principal objections to the proposal are as follows.
XIZIE W E BRI .
[i21z] principal n. K
The principal and the vice-principal of the college both attended the meeting.
IERIBE R AR T2
We failed to keep in mind what the principal said.

BATBAICER KT IE .
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[#5%] principle n. JF3E,JFN] (pl. ) ; (AT 0EY) KLYE , HEN
EERZIAS principal —iAfEEE P55 EX LR RE, Fln.
We distributed the profits among the groups on the principle of equal pay for equal
work.  FRATACE [F) L [F] P ) S 0 4 Wi A #EA T T AT
He is a man who always acts on principles.  fh2—NIpFE PR A A o
It would be against my principles to tell a lie to you.
SR A 1F T RATT IRTE
(idm. ) in principle A< | RN F
They have agreed to the proposal in principle. {134 F R & T ARTHRIL
9. view . FfF,%IE ,
[#1tn] How do you view your chances of success?  {RIANIRIGRINAIIEIER £ K7
Daydreaming was viewed as a waste of time.
8 E H B R A= TR S 1] .
He is viewed as a strong competitor for the job.
B A R X T AR AN B S 0 T o
[i81Z] 5 view... as FE{RIHiA]4H A :regard... as; consider... as; look on... as; accept...
as; take... as; perceive... as; interpret... as, etc. {54l
Stress is widely perceived as contributing to heart disease.
A1 38 DA A B o 2515 O A o
He took what she said as a compliment. i it Fr 156 9 176 244 & —FhHESE
We interpreted the silence as a refusal. A JIETIERE LEAFE
Today, Abraham Lincoln is considered as one of the greatest of all American presi-
dents. 4K, WAARLF - MEBIANZEXELESFE P REKRBELEZ—
10. continual adj. AWH;—FHEEN
[#18n] “Please stop your continual question,” he said impatiently.
b A i S0 ML 130, - 2% A5 L AR BB — P E A A ) R
How do we prevent those continual interruptions?
FATARRT SR B 11X LEAAF B FTH?
[i24Z] continually adv. ASWiih; —FFEE Hy
He was continually late for class. 4t Fif—FFR %,
[#8%] @ continuous adj. FELEAER ; A B Y
There is always a continuous flow of traffic on this road.
X R PR SR E AT
This is a continuous flight. We don’t stop off anywhere.
B9 EALBE , B e T T R A
() continuously adv. FEZEAEHY ; A 8] Hir b
They chattered continuously for hours. | TBS BTN T % JLA~/NEst
11. apply v EH;HE Q. BH
[#14n] These rules apply to all the students. X UEHFE & F T Ar A (2R 4
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More than twenty people are applying for the post.
2 NERIEX L,
He has applied to the embassy for a visa. B [a] K 1H HHiEZIIE,
You must apply what you’ve learned in your work.
PR B AR T2 LB TR .
Only in this way can we better apply theory to practice.
A XFE, AT BE 3 4 48 #68 F F 52 R
12. contrast n. & v. Xfkb
[ 4] Careful contrast of the two plans shows up some key differences.
FATHEX PR 4T e — T i iT LU — S 22 57
It is interesting to contrast Ernest Hemingway with Mark Twain.
O B RN S o, - R IRAE XS F TR A R
His actions contrast sharply with his promises.
AT 5 v S KA
[i21Z] @ in contrast to  5------ X} b SR
In contrast to the hot days, the nights are bitterly cold.
5 R B RTE BT B, e B AR .
In contrast to his brother, he was considerate in his treatment of others.
Fifth 26 AR L, At E R BRI o
@ by contrast HHx
She failed in the exam, but her sister, by contrast, did very well.
Ut B XA Bk, I, IR IR B AR EF
13. overstate o #fi------PHRL4, FK
[30] This problem has been overstated. X /™[R]F#HEE KT o
Don’t overstate your case. ANEALREERES KT o
[i21Z] @ over- 2 ;i B (AT 53hia 44 18] JE 2 18 T )% )
overeat 718 KZ overwork 5 EitE overestimate 1 EfhiT
overspend  FERLT A ; 3
overtime AL ; MY ;s ZERLE (TAF) B[R] Z 5h
overpopulation A [133%| over-rich 40FH %, E15HIH
over-aggressively iUk ; i 43 itk
@ over- fEANTE L, ML (R 53R 4R JE A R AR E )
overflow % overhang ETaRRHTF(HEY)Z L
overlook {fff overcoat KA overall KK L
overhead FEKTN L5725 ;5 BS540
overnight —7& ([d]) ; —B([8]) 9, AT —KAIBE £
14. breakthrough n. a4
[ 540 ] Medical research breakthroughs include finding tumors, and saving lives through

CAT scans and surgery. 2457 808 B9 A% 6035 A CAT 34 ( BP3H35HL
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b X GHEbhn) 53 B & IR H T FAR B
Scientists have made a breakthrough in the treatment of this kind of disease.
PEEFNHEIRIT X MBI T IA T R

[i21Zz] @ break through ZEfi
Scientists are beginning to break through in cancer research. (i. e. Scientists
have made a breakthrough in cancer research. )
B RN TERRAER 5 07 T IR A 1T 288
@ fERiE T, HLE G ARl A SAAT MR A . #40: break down—
breakdown n. WPE ;{3 (M) At break out—break-out n. R
break up—breakup n. 4% 1K ; BHE  break away—breakaway n. i
B pick up—pickup n. FA#E;ME#E check out—check-out n. JPFRFLE
JEBSIF A JCiR  set back—ssetback  n. 4T EIR ; (BWHI) Ek (i
take out—takeout adj. #PSZHY)

15. superior adj. 1 A ;BT s F 0 S A7 4 8 1

[#140] The machines made in your factory are far superior to those turned out in theirs.
P AP B LER A T AR P LA S 2
This candidate is clearly superior.  ZfEE A BH % H 51| A 8656 A58 .
A soldier must obey his superior officer. — >+ EMMARMN FREE

o 7| &

1. not in the least — it A

[#130] It doesn’t matter in the least. FR— S HAE K,
We do not in the least understand this point.  Ff/]— S WA FFIX— 5.
—“Would you mind my opening the window?”  “FRHEE P T /R E g 7"
—“No, not in the least.” “,—EHEANE.”

[i81Z] @ in the least — 5,422
@ at (the) least ZFE/»
We need one thousand yuan at least for the trip.
X — R T AT =T E 1,000 JT,
@ not least 7E—EFEE b, LHE
Their products do not sell well, not least because of the poor quality.
AR 7™ dh B B AN 7E— B FR B EOR UL D Bl 22
@ last but no least  (FZ& i) I T8 f5 — AT ) B/ i, (ERIFFEE MY

Last but no least there is the question of adequate time.

B R RF B R B A B[]
(® not the least — A, ZZ AR

“The liar’s punishment is not the least that he is not believed, but that he cannot
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