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Shakyamuni Buddha

Tayatha,om muni muni mahamuni shakyamuni ye so ha.

He was from the Shakya family.

People called him Thun Gun Dub Pa, (Tibetan). When he was very young.

He was the prince of Suddhondana King (Pure Food King )

15. 6. 542. B. C he sat in mother’s womb and he was born 7. 4. 543. B. C by holy mother Muye (Chul trul
ma)

He knew sixty —four different arts very well ,when he was a young man .

He sat on royalty with Queen Guya (satso)and other wives.

On age twenty —ninth he left form royalty, cut his hair by himself and became a fully ordained monk in front
of the holy Stupa.

He had meditated for six years by the Naraja river.

April fifteenth of the Tibetan calender. beginning of the night ,he defeated evil ghosts,midnight he concen-
trated on wisdom and early morning of the following day he enlightened on age thirty —five.

Seven weeks later, June fourth of the Tibetan calendar,he taught his followes abaut four truths. It was called
first Buddhism doctrine wheel.

Later ,he turned second Buddhism wheel about characterless and turned third Buddhism wheel about sepa-
rated at Rajagriha and Gridhrakuta.

15. 4. 461. B. C on age eighty one he liberated peacefully.

These are twelve deeds of Shakyamuni Buddha.
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The Buddhas of the Past, Present and Future

In the middle is Shakyamuni Buddha, the Buddha of the Present ;those at his sides are his followers. Behind
them there id a resplendent niche decorated with coiled dragon. The Buddha on the left is the Buddha of the Past
or the Lantern Buddha(Kasyapa) ;and that on the right is the Buddha of the Future or Maitreya Buddha.

According to the Buddhist sutra,the Lantern Buddha has attained budhahood before Shakyamuni Buddha
does. In his previous existence,Shakyamuni Buddha Bought five lotus flowers and gave them to the Lantern Bud-
da, The former put his hair on the ground and let the atter step on it. The Lantern Buddha then Predicted that
Shakyamuni Buddha would attain buddhahood. This explains why the Lantern Buddha is called the Buddha of
the Past.

As for Maitreya Buddha, since it fell into the world long after Shakyamuni Buddha entered Nirvana,he is
called the Buddha of the Future.
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Shakyamuni and the Four Guardians of the World

In the middle of this Thangka is Shakyamuni Buddha and those at his sides in attendance are the Four
Guardians of the World.

Accouding to the Buddhist sutra, at the Sumeru Mountain, there the are four peaks where four guardians
are defending respectively one part of the world. The white —coloured Guardian with a pipa in his hands is
Dhrtarastra; the blue —coloured Guardian with a sword in his hand is Virudhaka; the red —coloured Guardian
with a snake twining around his right hand and a pagoda in his left is Virupaksa; the yellow —coloured Guardian
with an umbrella in his right hand and a silver mouse in his left hand is Dhanada.

The beneficence of the Four Guardians is that they help those who practise Buddhism to fight diseases,
pains, evils and worries. They also enable them to lengthen their span of life and accumulate wisdom and

wealth.
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Amitabha
Namo ratna trayaya namo bhagawate

amitabha ya tatha gata ya arhate sommungga budha ya tayatha Om amite
amitobha we amita sambha we amitavi trante amita ga mini  gagana Kirtekare
sarva kalesha khayamkari soha

Amitabha is the main dharani illuminant for Buddha's words. Amitabha’s Pure Land is called the Paradise.

With his hair braided on the crown and Tricivara around his body . Amitabha is sitting cross—legged on a red lo-
tus flower. On the lotus flower there are the sun disc and the moon disc. He is holding a patra filled with Amrta. On his
soles there is the nimitta of Dharmacakra(the Wheel of the Law).

The White Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva is standing on the right side of Amitabha. He is standing on the lotus —
moon —disc throne. A string of crystal beads is on his right hand and a lotus flower on his left hand. On Amitabha’s

left side it is the Blue Vajrapani who is also standing on the lotus—moon—disc throne .whose right hand is holding a

Vajra and whose left hand is grasping a Vajra bell.
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Maitreya Bodhisattva

Om budha metri mem so ha

Maitreya Bodhisattva is the successor of Shakyamuni Buddha.

He has a golden or red body with one head and two arms. On his crown is a Pagoda as an ornament. He po-
sitions his hands in front of the breast. His left hand holds a nectar vessel and his right hand a golden wheel. He
sits on the lion —lotus —disc throne.

If the followers chant or read silently his incantation or listen to the chant, they will live a long life, become
rich and fulfil all wishes.

Legend has it that cloth—bag monk is his incarnation.



