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Preface

In recent years, the global climate anomalies, global warming and environ-
mental pollution have caused a lot of damage to documents, disaster prevention
and post-disaster rescue have received wide attention of various collection units.

In 2009, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) held a seminar in France with the theme “Document Preservation and
the Four Elements; Air, Water, Earth and Fire ” . The International Preserva-
tion News (IPN ), sponsored by the IFLA Preservation and Conservation Centre
(PAC) published part of the ;;apers of the conference in the 49th issue in De-
cember 2009. Director of the IFLA-PAC, Christiane Baryla, contacted us with
the hope that Asia can convene such meetings to strengthen exchanges in this
field, and enhance control and rescue capacity of natural factors and disasters in
each country.

In recent years, China has had several disasters that caused damages to
documents, such as the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake, and human-induced
damages, such as documents flooded caused by heat pipeline rupture in an organ-
ization in Beijing. Meanwhile, National Library of China also found in the work
that harmful gases vaporized from paper endanger document preservation. Facing
disasters and problems, document collection units actively take measures that in-
clude successful experiences, and also failures. Therefore, it is necessary to have

exchanges with experts in the world in this area.
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With wide attention in the international community to protect traditional cul-
ture, in order to continue the work of China National Center for PAC of Ancient
Books and the IFLA-PAC China Center, further promoting international co-opera-
tion in the protection and restoration of ancient books in recent years,
strengthening communication between our library and international library commu-
nity, particularly East Asia Libraries in book conservation and restoration, Na-
tional Library of China ( China National Center for PAC of Ancient Books, the
IFLA-PAC China Center) invite IFLA-PAC Asian Centre, IFLA-PAC Korea Cen-
ter, and some document collecting institutions in China to host the “Preservation
and the Four Elements” International Symposium from June 21 to 25 , 2010 in
Beijing. The conference is divided into two parts, one is to summarize and review
the previous work of each national center, the other is to discuss whether there
are more effective measures and approaches to protect documents and reduce the
damage to documents caused by natural disasters when facing these natural ele-
ments.

In the session of the two days, 8 experts will make their speech, especially
Zhang Xin, deputy director of Sichuan Provincial Archives, will make a state-

12

ment named “ Record of Wenchuan Earthquake Rescue ” . Other papers sub-
mitted by participants are printed to communicate.

Besides the speeches, work reports and projict reports, the Proceedings al-
so include some excellent papers selected from the contributions. The speeches
and papers are sorted by the contents. Among them, the speeches, work reports
and project reports are published in the Chinese and English bilingual form, the
first Chinese and English in the post. The papers are published in Chinese, only
the title and summary are translated into English, the body are not for the Eng-

lish translation due to time constraints. The proceeds consist of three parts:

speech, work reports and paper, a total of 26, about 20 million words. The Pro-
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ceedings involves many aspects of natural disasters and documents protection.
The organization of Asian Seminar on Preservation and Natural Elements was
assisted and supported by domestic and foreign agencies and other departments of
National Library of China. For all the above, We express our sincere gratitude to-
gether. Meanwhile We also thank all the friends contributing to us.
For large number of documents and editing work and limited time the Pro-

ceedings maybe contain some impropriety, welcome any corrention.

Editorial Board of the Proceedings on Preservation and Natural Elements

September 25th, 2010 Beijing - China
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Opening Address by China Centre

ZHANG Zhi-qing
( National Library of China Beijing 100081)

Distinguishe Director Asian Center, Director of Korea Center, Ladies and Gentle-
men ;

Good Morning,

Today we are very pleased to welcome friends from Japan, Korea and other
countries who are engaged in the work of documents preservation and conserva-
tion. We are to discuss docurments preservation and the four elements with librari-
ans and experts from China in the next two days. In recent years, ancient books
and documents are facing tough situation because of frequent national disasters in
the world. Therefore, it is of great importance to discuss the relationship between
national elements and documents preservation and to discuss how to conserve and
preserve effectively under harsh natural conditions. Now, on behalf of IFLA-PAC
China Center, the National Library of China, I would like to welcome you all to
this conference co-sponsored by the National Library of China ( China National
Center for Preservation & Conservation of Ancient Books ) and IFLA-PAC China
Center.

As important carriers of human civilization, books and documents are taken
more and more seriously by the international communities and governments. The
Chinese government launched the Ancient Books Conservation Project in 2007 un-
der which professional workers are cultivated, experiments are carried out in cor-
rection with ancient books supported and sporsored by the government, integrate

current all the professionals to protect the Chinese ancient books and conduct pro-

003



A
B 5 ORI
BRTHIE R %

fessional training effectively , thus preservation and conservation in China runs
scientifically, systematically and sustainably.

Therefore the IFLA-PAC China Center focuses on the implementation of the
Ancient Books conservation project since 2007. Concretely speaking our works
are; the establishment of a national protection mechanism, the comprehensive
survey and classified protection and management of ancient books, professional
training and higher education and cooperation will institutions of ligher learning .
We have been disseminating the protection knowledge through exhibitions and
websites to raise public awareness of conservation. To strengthen exchanges with
our foreign counterparts, we translated academic materials in this field in 2008
and 2009. China Center is committed to promoting the development of book con-
servation career and making greater contributions to human civilization under the
leadership of IFLA-PAC.

This conference aims to explore protection measures and approaches of ancient
books from natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods and fires. We hope out-
comes of the conference will lead to constructive preservation and conservation pro-
posals for Asian countries and the world as well as strengthen exchanges among us.

In conclusion, again, on behalf of National Library of China( China National
Center for Preservation & Conservation of Ancient Books) ,IFLLA-PAC China Cen-
ter as well as myself, I would like to express my sincere thanks for your active
participation and I wish a complete success of this conference. Wishing you a
pleasant trip in Beijing.

Thank you!

Author introduction; ZHANG Zhi-qing, male, Research Librarian, Deputy
Director of National Library of China,Director of IFLA-PAC China Centre.
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