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A Brief Introduction

- The author has studied and taught in the history of new con-
fucian in Song and Ming dynasties for many years. Basing on his
views and accumulating of records the author thoroughly analyses
and summarizes Zhangzai’s academic thought—his academic envi-
ronment, achievements, position, and influences in this book.

The author mainly researchs the system of Zhangzai’s thought
about “The Four Books” scholarship. He regards the “Xing and
Tian dao” (or Humanism and the Law of Nature) of “The Four
Books” as the outline of Zhangzai’s thought, the four admoni-
tions— “establishing the heart for Heaven and earth, dertermin-
ing the Dao for people, continuing the consummate learing for
saints and starting the peace for all ages” —as basic structures,
the theories and methods for how to study, how to conduct oneself
in society and how to deal with govemnment affairs as main con-
tents, and comments Zhangzai’s thought from vertical and horizon-
tal respects of history of thought.

The author also proposes his views in some contentious prob-
lems about Zhangzai’s thought in academic circles and interprets
some categaries in Zhangzai’s books. All this would help reader
read and think.
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