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Alain's Word

The press here are fond of discussing whether Hong Kong is being marginalized. To me, such
discussion is out of proportion. The unique position of Hong Kong is not to be replaced. The place
does not face the risk of being marginalized, only Hong Kong people do. And I’ve already been.

I like browsing around watch shops. This habit has lasted for over 20 years. Before, I was
always greeted with great enthusiasm, given the best place to seat as well as a cup of good tea. But
now, the shops would not reserve a seat to me, as the stuff are too busy speaking influent Putonghua
with the customers who have taken up the seats. As always, I buy things, frequently. But I don’t
need to try nor bargain, so I have to be contented with settling at Vertu’s corner when buying Patek
Philippe, and Longine’s when buying Rolex. I don’t really care that much, but understandably I
would not feel good.

If the above is not convincing enough then I can tell you another story. Earlier I went to a shop
to pick up a piece I had ordered, and came across a certain big boss from the mainland who was
there to pick up a Ref 5004P with diamond indexes. I have 5004 too, in Arabic numerals, baton
indexes, but not in diamond indexes. Out of curiosity and admiration I turned to their conversation,
since the big boss was accompanied by a number of his fellow big bosses to witness that the watch
he bought was actually worth almost $2 million. The bosses, after learning about the watch’s
preciousness, said they wanted to buy one too. The sales staff was instantly thrown into a dilemma,
and could only vaguely reply that he could not help. The bosses then said: how about buying 10
pieces? What? Even 10 is not possible? Then we shall buy 20 together, as it would be just less
than HK$40 million. I was utterly dumbfounded.

There was another row between mainland tourist and Hong Kong tour guide recently, which
led to the CCTV’s harsh criticism about the practice of Hong Kong tourism practitioners. After the
Asian financial turmoil, Hong Kong’s economy was further hit by SARS in 2003. The mainland
government then launched the individual visit scheme, which has been a huge boost to Hong Kong.
I believe that most people in Hong Kong are thankful to China for that.

Yet, individual visitors are very different from those taking part in the low-priced package
tours. The former do not require any permit and can come when they want. They are those people
who possess the financial might to buy 20 Ref 5004P in one take (of course whether they can grab

them through official channels is another matter). The latter, very often, come from marginal



regions and cities, traveling on their hard-earned money.

Since the Li Hau-Chun saga the Travel Industry Council has prohibited its members to engage
in zero-fee tour business. The fee can’t be zero, but it can still be low. The Anhui tourist who had
physical fight with the guide was taking part in a 5-day Hong Kong-Macau tour with a fee of just
a thousand RMB. Included in the fee were hotel, travel, meal and the tour guide fee, so the travel
agency can never make a profit without taking the tourists to shopping to get the kick-back. I can
never understand how business can be conducted that way. How could those people live up to their
conscience by forcing tourists to buy goods of inferior quality? The marginalized Hong Kong
people would never do that sort of thing, but the “butcher” would. So when the tourists doing real
touring they would be accompanied by real tourist guide, who speak terrible Putonghua. Then they
would be “reunited” with those speaking fluent Putonghua while being sent to the shopping point:
the “butcher” who have recently settled in Hong Kong after migrating from China.

Those “butcher”, like any other people, have their own story to tell. Most of them are not well
educated and can’t speak Cantonese well. To make ends meet, they don’t have any options. As I've
heard, for those smart enough the monthly income can be as high as six-digit. For the smart and
audacious, they would even pay the travel agency for contracting the tour groups. On top of that
sum they also have to take care of the expenses of the tourists, so how would they be lenient to their
wallet?

The Anhui tourist involved in the incident is a Gongan by occupation. Gongan, or public
security, are the most admirable people in the world. This is so, at least to me. When he told the
press in a professional manner that he is to “immediately activate judicial procedures™ I had my hat
off to him, as I thought he would take the initiative in the fight against those “butcher”. But just one
day later he announced, after receiving a huge compensation (RMB120,000 as most reports said)
compared to the tour fee he had paid, that it was merely “misunderstanding” and had been resolved.
Simply, I was stunned.

According to reports, revenue generated from tourism accounts for a mere 3% of Hong Kong’s

GDP. With that tiny sum of money, Hong Kong people would know how to protect themselves and

——

continue their slide to the margin.
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A RACING MACHINE ON THE WRIST

RICHARD MILLE
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Baseplate of honeycombed orthorhombic
titanium aluminide / carbon nanofiber
Power reserve : circa 70 hours
o Torque indicator
% . Power reserve indicator
Function selector

Variable inertia, free sprung balance

Fast rotating barrel (6 hours per revolution

instead of 7,5 hours)

Winding barrel teeth and third-wheel pinion

with central involute profile

Barrel pawl with progressive recoil

Modular time setting mechanism

fitted against the case back

Free sprung balance with overcoil

Wheel based time setting system (back of the movement)

Closure of the barrel cover by excentric screws

Ceramic endstone for the tourbillon cage

Central bridge in rigidified ARCAP

Spline screws in grade 5 titanium for the bridges and case
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