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Abstract

Abstract

&4

Because of the longlasting slavery in history and the pervading racial
discrimination in reality, the black manhood has been suppressed or even castrated,
making the black males suffering from a sense of anxiety and crisis of their male
identity. Therefore, the construction of black manhood has always been on major
focus in the novels written by black Americans, hence forming an important writing
tradition in African American literature. In this tradition, Ernest Gaines, a prominent
black novelist in South USA, deserves our closest concern.

Firstly, while making the courage under pressure as the overall keynote, Gaines
endows black manhood a specialty quite different from the hegemonic manhood defined
by the white patriarchal culture with a female narrative. The black manhood in Gaines’s
novels inherits some reasonable notion of patriarchal manhood and at the same time
abandons such negative and destructive elements as the hegemony, longing to conquer,
and violence embodied in patriarchal manhood, thus constructing a new model of
black manhood. Secondly, the construction of black manhood in Gaines’s novels is
closely connected with the construction of morality of black individuals in their private
space. The restoration of black men’s fatherhood is such a strategy. And the construction
of morality of black men in their private space guarantees their success in public space.
Thirdly, the construction of black manhood in Gaines’s novels is connected with the
transcendence of the “double conscious” which endows black manhood with the
affirmation of political identity and cultural identity. Fourthly, during the process of
black manhood construction, Gaines’s novels neither' ignore the significance of
religion as an indispensable salvaging power to black manhood, nor give a blind eye
to the importance of rational education to black people. Instead, they integrate them
into the growth of black men, making them two indispensable salvaging powers
during the construction of black manhood. Fifthly, Gaines’s novels also combine the

construction of black manhood with the collective liberation and salvage of the black
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people, emphasizing the sense of responsibility of the black individuals to the black
community. Finally, Gaines’s novels exhibits insightful historic vision while constructing

black manhood, exploring the significance of the right cognition of historic trauma

left by dehumanizing slavery upon black men, demonstrating a dialectic notion about
the past. At the same time, his novels uphold an open and active attitude towards the
change of black people’s status quo and thus make the black manhood constructed
and practiced during the very process of changing the black people’s circumstances
and creating a new future.

Undoubtedly, Gaines’s novels exhibit a practicable multiple strategy in terms of
the construction of black manhood. This strategy has a strong sense of problem and it

is carried out according to various deficiencies and crises obsessing black men both

for the historical and realistic reasons. It efficiently balances and bridges the

2 contradictions and conflicts between individual and collective, belief and rationality,
male and female, private space and public space, and the two identities during the

growth of black males, thus becoming more practicable and operational. At the same

time, this strategy is full of tension and power in the male narrative which will
provoke more profound thinking about the issue among the readers.

In short, the black manhood in Gaines’s novels is constructed in an ample,
multiple, and expansive narrative space, making the black male individuals reflect
themselves in contradictions and paradoxes and obtain their maturity in frustrations,
making them cut down useless metaphysical quest and unreasonable speculation and
devote themselves to hardheaded work and struggle. Therefore, what Gaines’s novels
construct is no longer the abstract and uncertain manhood represented in such African
American novels as Native Son and Invisible Man, but a more truthful and humanistic
manhood with great sense of times.

There are several benefits as follows to study Gaines’s novels, the African
American literature, or even the world literature from the perspective of manhood:
Firstly, the study of male writing and the construction of black manhood will help
enrich and diversify the paradigms of literary research both for African American
literature and the world literature, so it has theoretical significance. The gender
studies in literature nowadays almost equate the female studies, and masculinity
studies have seriously been ignored. As the core concept in masculinity studies, the

study of manhood will promote the masculinity studies and resume the balance of



gender studies in literature. Secondly, the study of black manhood will enrich and
deepen the image of black males. The representation of the black males has always

occupied a crucial position in African American literature. Such male writers as

Wright and Baldwin and such female writers as Morrison and Walker have done a lot
of work in the representation of black males. The black male portrayed in the novels
by Gaines has greatly enriched this tradition of black male writing. Thirdly, the studies
of black manhood in Gaines’s novels or black literature are of much illuminating
importance for black men to actualize their subjectivity and then to go out of their
identity crises. Fourthly, the male individuals all over the world, the practical and
multiple constructing strategy of black manhood exhibited in Gaines’s novels will be of
great enlightening significance for the construction of a healthy male identity.

Key words: Emest Gaines; African American literature; manhood; male identity
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