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Impact Issues 3 is part of a 3-book series (Impact Issues 1, Impact Issues 2, Impact Issues 3) designed to help
students develop conversation and discussion skills. Impact Issues 3 is a complete course in oral communication
for students at an intermediate level of English proficiency. It is a collection of 16 exciting and timely topics that
students enjoy discussing. Each of the 16 units is carefully presented with activities designed to help students
understand the topics, express their own points of view and opinions, and make short presentations.

The I'mpact Issues series has developed a unique content-based and student-centered approach to language
learning. The situation or story in each unit represents a theme that students reflect upon, discuss, and share
their points of view about. The themes represent personal issues, such as life goals, ethics, friendships, romantic
relationships, family ties, and jobs, as well as social issues such as equal rights, globalization, nationalism,
environmental concerns, conflict and peace, refugees, and education.

The activities in fmpact Issues are intended to help students develop in four key areas of language learning:
comprehension, critical thinking, self-expression, and motivation.

Comprehension is the basis for all language development. The I'mpact Issues series helps

students increase their comprehension ability through both reading and listening. Each unit is set
9 up so that students can engage their background knowledge, work at identifying main ideas and
supporting evidence, and make inferences about the speakers’ points of view. Throughout the
course, students are exposed to a wide range of speaking and self-expression styles and varieties
of international English.

Critical thinking is the ability to think deeply, to go beyond explicit information. The Impact
Issues series helps students develop and use the skills of comparing information from
complementary sources and reflecting on personal experience. Each unit series focuses on both
critical thinking skills and critical thinking attitudes.

Critical thinking skills enable students to weigh different sides of an issue and arrive at a
fair judgment. Critical thinking attitudes allow students to show respect for others’ opinions,
appreciating diverse values and viewpoints and gain the confidence to think through an issue.

Self-expression is the core of a communicative approach to language learning. The Impact Issues
series focuses on both discussion and presentation skills.

The heart of each unit is the sharing of opinions with classmates, which includes conversation
strategies such as soliciting ideas, getting clarification and confirmation, expressing levels of
agreement, and adding evidence and examples to support students’ own ideas.

Each unit concludes with a short personal presentation, to allow students to feel the power of
self-expression in a new language. Students are guided in planning what to say, taking notes,
outlining their ideas, and rehearsing.

5 As students go through the process of understanding the issues, reflecting on the issues,
discussing different points of view, and sharing their ideas, they will gain communicative
confidence. Since the students are giving their personal point of view about the topics discussed,
they gain a sense of language ownership—the sense that they can use English for meaningful
communication. This makes the experience of studying English with Impact Issues motivating, so
that students will want to extend their communication beyond the classroom.




The units in Impact Issues are designed to be accessible linguistically, while challenging the students
intellectually. I'mpact Issues is especially suitable for learners whose reading, grammar, and vocabulary skills are
greater than their oral production skills. Each unit features a step-by-step preparation that turns students’ passive
knowledge into active communication practice.

Ready

i

\ Work with a partner.

i Estimated time: © ' 5 minutes
ipimoniten e Introduces the topic and gets students thinking

AT s : about their ideas and opinions about the topic.

o How o von foel about cosmenie surgen f . . ; .
pe ; e Students can work in pairs, taking turns asking and
Ayu is 18 years old. She wants to have cosmetic surgery on her face. She 1s sharing her decision

wih e mother Liscn 1o thet comversation ‘ answering the questions. Alternatively, teachers can
s ot N discuss the questions with the whole class.

et af 1t fix o

Ayu:

Estimated time: @ 10-20 minutes

e Presents the main issue of the unit.

ayu:

7 T ; e Students can read the story and listen to it on the
bty bl Self-Study MP3 at the same time.

e Ayu: bddont care Mo P dotig it whether
Ayw Bt Mum, boys ot see what yon Sl s 1Ko I or ot

seve 1 Lok Besmind then T i
11k look heannful, then ' Mother: 1 thunk vons're wnaking i terrible mistike

i
pproach = L %

\ o B
T R TS S PR SN A M ST e b - S SO ST S dy e (kTS

Estimated time: ( * 5 minutes % r’:

| 5 What does Avu think of her mother's advice?

® Checks students’ understanding of key points.

B B . i What Do You Think? 3=
e Students work in pairs to answer focus questions ‘ R

. . Rank the opinions from 1o 4 (1 = hest iden, 4 = worst filea),
about the Situation.

Susan: Ayt <hould havee the

> cosmetic surgery now It's her decision
. LY
~ 3 Kem: Asvsis oo yonng to make the

£ { - decision. She shoukd obey her mother.

. ) = . | " [ Yoou-Suk: Avu's mother is okl fushiones She [
Estimated time: (* 10 minutes S R e e | €9

[ Wis: Avu doesii't need surgery (o feel good
about herselt St should work on her self-esteem

e Helps students understand different perspectives

and formulate their own opinions. Q B oo W oo ik f
{
e Students work in pairs to share their opinions and pietaaLTWa e |

expand ways of giving and responding to opinions
(Opinion Network).

Weell, | think Stisan tus
A SUOOR argument

Seah, T unk so, (00,




Extending the Topic

What do you think about cosmetic surgery”
Which of these ideas match your opinion? Add your own.

oo shont cosmetic swgery  Agee  Disagree  Depends  ldees shout cosmetic curgery  Agree  Disagoe  Depends

euw bty i s ghven by Casmetc surgery cams mave.
Y et o s ey oo DY U5 wter's mate Bt

e s

Comvetc surgery can epeone Sevgie comt: sy gy
o chaces b love o s e coman ese daps

W can be beuful by You shoud leam how safe

R Lo e COSENC Surgen 15 bofoie you
surgeny s ot necessay tave an cperation

Your igeas and vokes mgft Cosmete srgery can Taka you
e 1 e, teet befter 2boul yownselt

Wy s My fes.

e ’) Discuss your opirtions with two of (hree clawmates.

A: Do you think cosmetic surgery can improve you chances for jobs?

BASIC

B: Not necessanty. | think 1t depends on the job.

Repon your group’ ideas (o the class.

a Culture Corner
\ 'S

Extra Activ Cosmetic Surgory Top Twe
Extra Activi 7
ty (per 100,000 people

Situation. Yo want 0 4 costetic surgens

Your friend thaks 25 & bad vhen s 25 11 kg
2.0pma 198 12 Eous 2
A: You want to get cosmetc surery {0 change the shape 2 Joer 308 13 by
dmm“&wmm 4 et Vi frar 48
5 e 7% 16 w2
£ Hogrorg 14 14 fracoe:
[ A's friend. You try to convince A that s
Pyl o 7. sk 5 17 Corae 34
5 Sowra 2 T Ao 3¢
Practice your role play. Mean 1 e 2 7
Then show your role play 1o other students. ——y X (o e e

Sharing My Ildeas
Estimated time: @ 20-30 minutes

e Provides support for students in sharing ideas, in
pairs or groups.

e Students work through 4 clear steps to prepare
short presentations:

1. Choose: select a topic of personal interest.

2. Prepare: answer focus questions, complete
charts and graphs, and write notes to make their
ideas more specific.

3. Rehearse: work in pairs to practice short

presentations and give feedback to their partners.

4. Present: present ideas again, to a new partner
or to a larger group, while listeners complete a
task.

Extending the Topic B
Fstimated time: | * 10-15 minutes

¢ Lets students connect the unit topic to broader
issues and develop critical thinking.

e Students interact in a variety of communication
formats: surveys, opinion exchanges, role plays,
and debates.

Culture Corner
Estimated time: © © 5-10 minutes
e Links the unit theme to a current topic.

e Students discuss cultural topics.

Sharing My Ideas

e

Gho:

© What qualities do you want to

develop in yourself”
Twousd like o bne
O sumactive [ smant
O swecesstul - [ confident 6
O tunkewing  [J brave
O popmilar O fanny Create an outhne for a presentation describing how
Elivigricon you would like to improve yourself. Use these
aquestions (o help you, and add your own ideas.
Speaking notes:
Language Hints: Trtrys e ties: (What is your opinion of selt-mmprovemers? What
qualdses would you hke 1o Bevelop o yourself? Why7)
I ey opmsn, well soprovenert.
.
Bty Gove
exampies |

There e veversi Tugs | can
20 1 e fmacel
For eamgie.

| Tobecomemors. | hiwe o

| hink it wib ba 10 MOk Tharse

mprovaments becaise
Practice giving your presentation
10 a partner Afterward, add more
mformation to your outline

{Canchusion: (Do you tuok i will be easy or dfficult 10 make these
mprovements? Explam )

7]

Give your presentation (o a new

1 Listener task Heldp vour parmer or 10 a group.
yarmner wkd more detail
10 Wit presentation Listener task:
i Wt cualitnes wouhd e
speaker ke Lo improves’
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Personal Opinions Vocabulary

¢ Provides unrehearsed opinions from a variety of ¢ Provides additional vocabulary items and
speakers about each unit topic. extended definitions of key words and phrases

¢ Students complete a cloze exercise for the from the unit.
opinion summary. Full video clip available at e Students study definitions from Longman
www.impactseries.com/issues. Dictionary of Contemporary English.

A
‘ ¢ Unit tests, semester tests, and final tests

e Commentary on units by the individual authors

learning attitudes and strategies

—

m

@ e Inspirational monographs by the authors on the teaching of skills and development of successful
E e Video clips of fluent English speakers giving extended opinions about each topic in I'mpact Issues

:I e Links to Internet sites that help teachers develop their own thinking about the topics in /mpact
Issues and that help students explore these topics further.




Impact Issues will help you express your opinions and discuss topics in English successfully. You will also become
confident in presenting your ideas and opinions. The topics and the situations are so interesting that you will want
to say something. When you have something you really want to say, you learn to speak to the best of your ability.

Here are some tips to help you use Impact Issues:

¢ [magine yourself in the situations and stories. How would you feel? What
would you do? How can you solve the issue?
e Listen to the Self-Study CD. Think about each speaker’s point of view.

e

e Listen to the opinions on the CD. Try to understand
their ideas and feelings.

® Give your own opinion. Don’t worry about making
mistakes.

e Express your true feelings and talk about your own
experiences. This is real communication.

* Study the example questions and responses. Memorize

the patterns. j

¢ Try new vocabulary and new phrases when you talk
about your own opinions.

e Listen to new ways that people express their ideas.

e Speak up, even when you feel a little nervous! This is
the fastest way to gain confidence.

¢ Challenge yourself! You will be able to make a lot of
progress with your English when you try to say more.

Enjoy communicating in English.
By the time you finish Impact Issues, you will be a powerful communicator!




UNIT

i 1. Cosmetic
Surgery

pages 10-13

2. Friends or
Lovers?

pages 14-17

3. I Don’t Care

pages 18-21

4. Rules, Rules,
Rules

pages 22-25

5. Plagiarism

pages 26-29

6. Housework

pages 30-33

7. Body Art

8. Adult Children

pages 38—41

9. Naomi’s

Dilemma

pages 42-45

A young girl wants
cosmetic surgery. Her
mother disagrees.

A woman is surprised
when her best friend,
a man, wants more
than friendship.

Two roommates
disagree about how
their choices affect
the environment.

A teenage girl and
her mother argue
about rules and
responsibility.

An American
student accuses his
foreign roommate of
plagiarism.

A young woman is
frustrated because her
fiancé refuses to do
housework.

A guy complains to
his friend about his
girlfriend’s piercings.

A talk show
discussion on adult
children who live at
home.

A woman is
uncomfortable
because her boss
asked her out to
dinner.

Is there too much
emphasis on
appearance these
days?

Canamananda
woman be close
friends without
romance?

Should we be
worried about global
warming?

How much freedom
should teenagers
have?

Is plagiarism a
serious crime?

Who is responsible
for household duties?

How important is
appearance in a
relationship?

Should adult children
move out?

Should employees
go out with their
bosses?

Cosmetic surgery:
good or bad?

Can they be best
friends?

What can we do?

A serious problem?

Helping a friend

Whose job is it?

Looking beautiful

A family crisis

Business dinner or
date?

Self-improvement

My best friend

Disagreements

Introducing... me
as a child!

Nice guys finish
last!

A letter to Dr.
Moon

Fashion king!
Fashion queen!

Milestones

Sexual
harassment




UNIT

i 10. No Place Like
| Home?

pages 46-49

11. Career Choice

13. AWoman’s
Place

pages 58-61

B 14 The Art of
Compromise

pages 62-65

15. Can War Make
= Peace?

‘ Appendix:

Two students abroad
have very different
reactions to their
experiences.

Two friends disagree
on career choices and
life goals.

A wife complains that
her husband spends
too much time with
technology.

An expert discusses
her belief that women
belong at home.

A newlywed couple
complains about each
other's shortcomings.

A teenager living in
a war zone disagrees
with his father about
the war.

A young man has
fallen in love with his
neighbor.

How should we deal
with culture shock?

Is money more
important than
lifestyle?

Does technology
create distance in
relationships?

Who should work
and who should stay
at home?

How much should
we compromise for a
spouse?

When is war
justified?

Should we stop our
friends from getting
into trouble?

Country pride
questionnaire

What's important
when choosing a
job?

High-tech lifestyle

Societal roles

Who is right?

War and peace —

my philosophy

Is it love or stalking?

Tour guide!

Job interview
— presenting
yourself

Then and now

The ideal spouse

Making a
compromise

Conflict!

Make your own
love story!

1. Personal Opinions—extra opinions about the topic of each unit. Corresponds to video clips
available on the course website, www.cflo.com.cn/bbs/student.htm

2. Vocabulary—expanded vocabulary items and definitions for each unit.




Work with a partner.
Answer these questions.

1. What is cosmetic surgery?
a) an operation to make you look better
b) an operation to save your life

2. Do you know anyone who has had cosmetic
surgery?

3. How do you feel about cosmetic surgery?

Ayu is 18 years old. She wants to have cosmetic surgery on her face. She is sharing her decision
with her mother. Listen to their conversation.

Ayu: Mom, [ have something exciting to tell you. inner beauty, your personality, your intel-
ligence — not with your looks. People like
. ) D)
Mother: What's up? you for who you are, not for what you look

Ayu: I'm going to have an operation to get my like.
eyelids fized. Ayu: Mom, you don’t understand. Boys aren’t at-
Mother: What? Are you saying that you are going to tracted by your intelligence or your wit. The
get cosmetic surgery? At a hospital? first thing they notice is your looks. If you're

not beautiful, they won'’t be interested in

Ayu: Yeah. It’s not so expensive. And it’s only my you at all. How are they going to know if

eyelids. you even have wit or intelligence? So, if I
Mother: Only your eyelids?! don't look attractive, boys won't even talk
. _ to me. Then I won't have a chance to show
Ayu: Yeah. What's the big deal? It’s not like I'm them my personality or my “inner beauty,”
going to, you know, do anything drastic. I'm as you say.

just going to fix it so I can look prettier. And , o _
Mo, it's my money. I've saved it. I've been ~ Mother:  You can't do this. I'm begging you. You are

working to save my money, and I... It’s my beautiful exactly the way you are. What is
body. your father going to say?

Mother: So that explains it. That's why you've been AU [don’t care, Mom. I'm doing it whether you
working all those jobs. This whole time I guys like it or not.

thought you were saving up for your first Mother: I think you're making a terrible mistake.
year at university. Ayu, you're beautiful. You

look great. You don’t need surgery.

Words & Expressions w
Ayu: But, Mom, boys don’t see what you What's up? &4 T H 452
see. If I look beautiful, then I'll be .
! lid 7. RRES, H
approached by more boys. And maybe, eelidio. S, SR

when I finish university, I'll have a chance cosmetic surgery #EFA
to get jobs that I wouldn't be able to get if | personality n. A%, tE#&
didn’t fix my eyelids.

Mother: Honey, you should attract people with your

Glossary  What's the big deal? = Why is this so important to you? drastic = extreme, much more than is necessary —approach = to talk
to, to get to know attract someone = to make someone notice you wit = sense of humor beg = to ask for with deep feeling and emotion



Answer the questions.

1. What type of cosmetic surgery is Ayu planning to have?
Why does Ayu want to have cosmetic surgery?

What is her mother’s idea of beauty? Is it the same as Ayu’s?
How will Ayu pay for her cosmetic surgery?

What does Ayu think of her mother’s advice?

2.
3.
-+
5.

e Tro
- - £

Listen carefully to the opinions of these four people. Who has the best idea?
Rank the opinions from 1 to 4 (1 = best idea, 4 = worst idea).

" [] Susan: Ayu should have the
% cosmetic surgery now. It’s her decision.

[] Ken: Ayu is too young to make the
decision. She should obey her mother.

1 [] Yeon-Suk: Ayu’s mother is old-fashioned. She
doesn’t understand the way the world works these days.

[] Luis: Ayu doesn’t need surgery to feel good
| about herself. She should work on her self-esteem.

N

Work with a partner. What do you think of the
opinions above?

_ Who do you think has
=g Al BANSE N the most valid point?
the best idea?
In your opinion,  who has the strongest argument? Q
the most valid point? } Z
Yeon-Suk makes an interesting point. .
I think (that) g s < strong argument ( Well, I think Susan haSJ
a strong argument.
me, too.
Yeah, | think so, too.
I’'m with you on that one. Yeah, I think so, too. ‘\

For more opinions, check out www.




Ideas about cosmetic surgery  Agree  Disagree Depends

Your body is what's given by
your parents. You should never
change it.

Cosmetic surgery can improve
your chances for love or jobs.

Women can be beautiful by
wearing make-up. Cosmetic
surgery is not necessary.

Your ideas and values might
change in time.

My idea:

What do you think about cosmetic surgery?
Which of these ideas match your opinion? Add your own.

Ideas aheut cosmetic surgery  Agree Disagree Depends

Cosmetic surgery cannot make
you happy. It's what's inside that
counts.

Simple cosmetic surgery is getting
more common these days.

You should learn how safe
cosmetic surgery is before you
have an operation.

Cosmetic surgery can make you
feel better about yourself.

My idea:

B » Discuss your opinions with two or three classmates.

A Do you think cosmetic surgery can improve your chances for jobs? |

|

i

% R

2 B: Not necessarlly | thlnk it depends on the job. |

= B: For example lf you are an actor or a model, | thmk it can help you.

h y — =

E LA So you mean if your appearance is smportant for the job, |t s a good idea to get cosmetic surgery. )

B Well l wouldnt say that it's a good ldea but it might .]

help you.

Report your group’s 1deas to the class

Situation. You want to get cosmetic surgery.

Your friend thinks it's a bad idea.

A You want to get cosmetic surgery to change the shape

of your nose. lee dlfferent reasons.

B:You are A’s fnend You try to convince A that it’s

a bad idea.

Practlce your role play.

Then show your role play to other students.

g% Culture Corner
= A
The Cosmetic Surgery Top Eighteen!
(per 100,000 people)

10. Argentina: 45
11. Ecuador: 45

1. Switzerland: 215
2. Cyprus: 186

. 3. Spain; 100 12. Finland: 44
4, Lebanon: 85 13. Norway: 35
5. Greece: 78 14. France: 35
- 6. Australia: 66 15. Canada: 34
7. Slovenia; 52 16. Japan: 34
8. Mexico: 50 17. United States: 31
— 9. Sweden: 48 18. United Arab Emirates: 31

Source: nationmaster.com




Choose

What qualities do you want to
develop in yourself?

cosevoeve

[ would like to be:

cevsece e

[] attractive [] smart

- [] successful [ ] confident
* [] fundloving [ ] brave

- [] popular [] funny
[] myidea

Language Hints:

In my opinion, self-improvement
is...

| would like to be (more)...
There are several things | can
do to be (more)...

For example, ...

To become more..., | have to...

| think it will be... t0 make these
improvements because...

Practice giving your presentation
to a partner. Afterward, add more
information to your outline.

")) Listener task: Help your
5’ partner add more detail

to his/her presentation.

9

Create an outline for a presentation describing how
you would like to improve yourself. Use these
questions to help you, and add your own ideas.

Speaking notes:
Introduction: (What is your opinion of self-improvement? What

qualities would you like to develop in yourself? Why?)

Body: (What are ways that you can improve these qualities?

Give examples.)

Conclusion: (Do you think it will be easy or difficult to make

these improvements? Explain.)

Give your presentation to a new
partner or to a group.

/’9} Listener task:
bf What qualities would the
speaker like to improve? -

Presentation Tip:
Relax. Use a very confident voice.




