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Preface

Wang Xiaodong
October, 2001

The year of 2001 is the centennial anniversary of the Xinchou Treaty, the ninetieth anniversary of the Revolution of
1911, the eightieth anniversary of the founding of the Chinese Communist Party, the seventieth anniversary of the “Sep-
tember 18 Incident”, the fifty-sixth anniversary of the Chinese victory over Japanese invaders in the Anti-Japanese War, the
fifty-second anniversary of the birth of the People’s Republic of China, and the twenty-third anniversary of the implementa-

tion of reform and opening in China... In the twentieth century, Guiyang was all the time closely related to these events that
have influenced China and the world.

When we review the twentieth century after entering the twenty-first century, it is as if we were looking at the moun-
tain-path that we had covered after we arrived at its top. Itis particularly clear and impressive to us. The illustrated book,
Guiyang in the Twentieth Century, presents to its readers a visual display of Guiyang and an outline of the great changes in
human affairs here in the twentieth century to remind them of the issues in the past and to assist them to draw lessons and
to attain enlightenments from history. This is indeed a good opportunity to propagate the important “Three Representation’s”
(the representation of advanced productivity, of advanced culture and the interests of the broad masses of people) put
forward by Jiang Zeming, the Secretary General of the Chinese Communist Party, and to depict Guiyang by presenting its
different ethnic groups a series of high-quality visual data. I am very pleased to have been chosen as one of the readers to
contact an advance copy of this illustrated handbook. Looking at the photos, either familiar or unfamiliar, I cannot help
getting excited, filled with a feeling of gratitude towards the compilers and editors who have really done such a good job;
those familiar photos have led my mind back to those familiar historical moments one after another.

In his “Speech at the Celebration of the Eightieth Anniversary of the Founding of the Chinese Communist Party”,
Comrade Jiang Zeming comments on the history of the last two hundred years by saying, “From the mid-nineteenth century
to the mid- twentieth century, what the Chinese people struggled for is to win the independence of the country and the
liberation of the whole nation in order to eliminate that humiliating period in history. Now we have successfully finished
this great task. From the mid-twentieth century to the mid-twenty-first century, what the Chinese people are doing and will
continue to do is to make China prosperous and powerful, the people well-off and the nation rejuvenated. The Chinese
Communist Party has led the whole people for half a century to realize this great goal and has made convincing progress.
We shall have completed the great task successfully in next fifty years.” What has been reported in the illustrated handbook
covers just the second half of the first hundred years and the first half of the second hundred years. Though it depicts only
a very small part of all the happenings in China in the past one hundred years, its contents reflect and follow the historical
development in China in the twentieth century.

As far as Guiyang city is concerned, what can be reported in one hundred years is complicated and plentiful. From
different angles, there will be different views. The Illustrated Handbook views Guiyang based on its socio-economic change
and development in the twentieth century under the situation in the world, in China and in Guizhou. It reports the daunt-
less fights by the people of different ethnic groups in Guiyang against imperialism and feudalism in the new- and old-
democratic revolutionary periods, their hard work for socialist revolution and construction, and their initiative and creativ-

ity in the course of building Chinese-featured socialism, based on socio-economic reasons from historical changes and the
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essential objectives postulated by history. This is Marxist point of view to observe history, and also the guideline for this
book to follow.

The Illustrated Handbook does not intend to focus on everything in the twentieth century in Guiyang so as to provide
the readers an all-round, systematic impression. Instead, it selects quite a number of examples from the collected thou-
sands of historical photos about the city in the last century. Based on comparison, selection and composition in various
ways, it presents a whole picture of Guiyang in its past hundred years by means of focusing on one selected unit, a series of
relevant places or a whole area, trying to depict the changing process in that centennial period based on macro chénge and
micro examples to help the readers to know and to think of its history along the planned guideline and views.

History cannot be duplicated and true facts are the soul for history to stand and rely on. Though every photo in the
handbook illustrates only a glimpse of history, it will become valuable all the time once it enters the framework of the
compiler’s thought and links itself with the tremendous change in Guiyang in the last century. Once it echoes with the
reaction from the readers’ bottom of heart, it will exert its tremendous and impressive power as history does. The effect is
often far beyond what the words can do.

Through this handbook, we can perceive that though the city encountered some good chances in the twentieth
century due to various historical reasons, though the material wealth it created in the last century surpasses the total
of that achieved in the past two thousand years, and though it has moved onto the road towards modernization,
Guiyang, comparatively speaking, is still lagging behind many other parts, especially the advanced areas in China. In
line with this situation, we feel the urgency and destined responsibility to “explore and innovate in order to upgrade
the city’s status by speeding up its construction”. The old generations have successfully completed what their eras
challenged them and left us numerous inspiring stories in the history of the last century. How can we, the following
generation, continue and develop their unfinished work to create a better future for Guiyang and to devote ourselves
to rejuvenating the Chinese nation? This is a rational question behind the illustrated achievements that the hand-
book leaves us to ponder over.

The people’s decisions are the historical ones and the people’s choices in history are the embodiment of their will. As
far as I feel, the experience of Guiyang in the twentieth century and the ideological, practical and esthetical value shown in
the book reveals the decision made by the Chinese people: without the Chinese Communist Party, there would be no New
China, and the historical choice of theirs: only socialism can save and prosper China. This is the subject matter of this
handbook, the realistic purpose and historical value for its publication, and the inspiration for the future

Of the complicated historical events in the past century and along its grand, inspiring development, what impresses us
most is the highest-toned theme -- the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. In another fifty years when we have finished
modernization, completed the three great historical tasks: unite the whole country, maintain the world peace and stimu-
late co-development, and realized the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, our insight into the value and imperfection of

this book will probably be added when we come back to re-read this Illustrated Handbook.
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Preface

Sun Guoqiang
October, 2001

In bidding farewell to the twentieth century and entering the first year of the twenty-first century, Guiyang has ushered
ina new era of its own, so full of opportunities and challenges at home and abroad that we must contemplate what Guiyang
will inherit from the past and what it can create for the future. Looking back to the past is a way of inheriting the fine
aspects of the tradition and a prerequisite as well for opening up a more brilliant future. Hence the birth of Guiyang in the
Twentieth Century. Guiyang’s administrative status was changed from county to city in 1941. It is just happenstance that

this year is the sixtieth anniversary of the event. Thus, Guiyang in the Twentieth Century has become a present in time for
this special occasion.

Guiyang in the Twentieth Century is a unique illustrated book both in content and form, different from any other
books that I have ever read about the city’s history and present, or books with the aim of promoting an in-depth under-
standing of Guiyang. The book presents thousands of invaluable photos that, like a series of flashbacks, allow us to think, to
learn, to appreciate and to have a vicarious experience of the city’s past.

The value of Guiyang in the Twentieth Century does not only lie in the unusually precious photos and their captions
that give a panorama of the vicissitudes of the city in the century but also in the perspective of the arduous struggles for the
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation in the last hundred years from which the compilers have integrated into a book of great
value the wealth of facts about how Guiyang has strived to catch up and forge ahead towards the goal of its own modernization.
With the passage of time and the deepening of our knowledge, the value of this book will never diminish but increase
significantly.

History is a mirror and a source of wisdom. A leading cadre who is not good at drawing on from history is not a wise
leader; a political party which is not good at grasping the law of social development by learning from history will not be able
to keep abreast of the time; a nation which is not good at inheriting and developing the achievements of civilizations
created by it and other nations and avoiding repetition of its own mistakes or others’ will not be able to stand firmly among
the strong nations of the world. If we are not good at having an all-round summing-up of the historical experiences of
Guiyang, we will not be able to make more innovative efforts to advance our city’s status by building it into a rich and

powerful one on our march towards its modernization.

The publication of Guiyang in the Twentieth Century in the first year of this new century is just a recollection and
summary of what has happened to Guiyang in the past century. One hundred years is a very long lifespan for an individual
but merely a fleeting moment for the mankind. However, for the city of Guiyang, the twentieth century was absolutely an
unusual century at all events whether it was deemed long or short.

Displaying our achievements and having a retrospection of our work are two different and yet complementary ap-
proaches that are indispensable for us to know the past and look forward to the future. Attending to only one will likely lead
to one-sidedness of our knowledge. Guiyang in the Twentieth Century has combined the two in order to broaden the

readers’ visions and enable them to have a comprehensive knowledge of the past, a good understanding of the present and
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an insightful view of the future. Definitely it is a highly desirable treatment there.

To guide the readers in tracing the path of Guiyang’s development in the century and its position in Chinese history,
Guiyang in the Twentieth Century has the century divided into three historical periods entitled respectively “Awaking to
the Dawn of Modern Times”, “Building up a Foundation for Modernization”, and “Forging Ahead Towards Modernization”.
The three periods characterize the history of Guiyang in the last century. The large number of historical photos, sorted into
different groups and linked by concise captions and annotations, vividly reflect the progress of Guiyang in the past century
from awaking to modernization, through three great historical changes, to the stage of striding along the broad road to
modernization. This, I think, has grasped the essence of the great struggles the Chinese people have waged for rejuvenat-
ing the nation in the twentieth century. These photos also give a portrayal of the history of the struggles of the Chinese
people led by the Chinese Communist Party specifically in the area of Guiyang over the last eighty years. The photos,
limited in number, exhibit the eighty years of hardships and trials the people of Guiyang have experienced under the
guidance of the Party, and embody Comrade Jiang Zemin's important thought from different perspectives. In reading Guiyang
in the Twentieth Century, if we consider Guiyang’s achievements in its economic, political, cultural and social development
in relation to the world history and Chinese history, we will find that Guiyang is relatively backward in the absolute devel-
opment of the world. It is true that this gap should be attributed to certain historical reasons. However, shouldn’t we be
responsible for it at any rate? Therefore, instead of being overcritical of our predecessors without considering the specific
historical conditions of their time, we should examine ourselves in a retrospective way. We should, guided by the Party’s
basic theory, uphold the principle that practice is the only criterion for testing truth and conscientiously free our minds
from outdated ideas, practice and system, from all manner of mistaken and dogmatic interpretations of Marxism, and from
the shackles of idealistic and metaphysical mentality. We should conscientiously carry out Comrade Jiang Zemin’s impor-
tant thought, make great efforts to narrow down the gap left over by history or resulted from our work and create an
atmosphere of concentrating on the construction and striving for development by every means so as to achieve the strate-
gic goal of advancing Guiyang's status as a rich and powerful city through pioneering and innovative endeavors, put for-
ward by the Municipal Party Committee and the Municipal Government in the great cause of rejuvenating the Chinese

nation.

The potential reference values of historical experiences can be realized only when people have become cognizant of
them. Guiyang in the Twentieth Century serves well as a bridge in cognizance between the reader and history. After read-
ing it through to the end, you and I may come to the same conclusion that without the failures, the perplexity, and the
mistakes by our predecessors, Guiyang might have made greater progress and that without the exploratory efforts, the hard
struggles and the innovative work by our predecessors, Guiyang would not have emerged with a completely new look, so
vigorous as it is today.

This perhaps is what one can learn from Guiyang in the Twentieth Century!
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GUIYANG IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY
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Looking Back at the Last Century

The city of Guiyang was named based on its location to the south of Gui Moutain. It is also called “Zhu” for short.
Standing in the east of Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, Guiyang is the capital of Guizhou and the political, economic and cultural
center of the province. Now it has jurisdiction over six districts (Yunyan, Nanming, Huaxi, Wudang, Baiyun and Xiaoh), one
city (Qingzheng) and three counties (Xiuwen, Kaiyang and Xifeng). The whole area amounts to 8,034 square kilometers. By
the end of 2000, it had a population of 3,317,500 people with its GNP reaching 26.481 billion yuan. Being an important city
in the west of China, Guiyang is embedded with vigor, potentiality and developmental advantages even though it is rela-
tively backward in economic and social development at this moment.

Guiyang enjoys a long history. Even in remote antiquity, our forefathers began to live on this land. In the Spring and
Autumn Warring Period (770-476 B.C.), the place was part of Yangke Yelang; in the Western and Eastern Han Dynasty, it
belonged to Yangke Prefecture; in the Tang Dynasty, it was called Juzhou; and in the Song Dynasty, it gained the name of
Guizhou. The third year of Longging reign in the Ming Dynasty (1569 A.D.) witnessed the birth of Guiyang Prefecture, the
beginning of its name as an administrative district. On July 1st of the thirtieth year of the Republic of China (1941 A.D.),
Guiyang was officially approved as a city. Since that time, its status as a city has been kept for 60 years.

The present site of Guiyang was called Shunyuan city in the Yuan Dynasty. It was surrounded by cob walls set up before
that time. In the fifteenth year of Hongwu reign in the Ming Dynasty (1382 A.D.), a stone wall was built based on the original
city wall, accompanied with some infrastructures such as city gates, moon pavilion, and water gate. These encircled what
was later called the Inner City. In the sixth year of the Tiangi reign at the end of Ming dynasty (1626 A.D.), the Outer City
was put under construction. The two cities were linked up by the north gate of the Inner City. There were nine gates
altogether and thus formed an irregular oval-shaped city wall around the two cities. The walls were long from north to
south and short from east to west. During the period of the Republic of China, these walls were collapsed due to the wind
and rain erosion and were demolished by the people. As a result, in 1949 only some ruined walls remained there. With the
introduction of modern photographic technology into Guiyang, some photo-shops such as Jinggiouxuan came into exist-
ence at the end of the Guangxu regin in the Qing Dynasty. Today, some well-kept photographs, intentionally or not, can

provide us with certain information about the city walls in Guiyang at the beginning of the twentieth century.

The city walls, the blocks and the streets constitute the outside appearance of Guiyang; the productive forces of the
city create its organic life; and the culture symbolizes its soul. Today the people living in the prosperous Guiyang - the
Forest City - probably know little about its appearance in the past and its development through hardship and sufferings.
The past historical moments, whether bitter or sweet, can stimulate a warm memory and profound rethinking for the
people in Guiyang today. The initial move of the book, Guiyang in the Twentieth Century, therefore is to present a series of
pictures of Guiyang with its shape, contents and soul in the twentieth century as a gift for its sixtieth birthday to farewell

the twentieth century and to usher in the new one.



