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Gulliver’s Travels

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jonathan Swift (1667—-1745), Anglo-Irish satirist and
political pamphleteer is considered as one of the greatest
masters of English prose and one of the most impassioned
satirists of human folly and pretension. His many pamphlets,
prose, letters, and poetry were all marked by highly effective
and economical language.

Swift was born in Dublin on November 30, 1667, and
educated at Trinity College in that city. He obtained employ-
ment in England in 1689 as secretary to the diplomat and
writer Sir William Temple. Swift’s relations with his employer
were not amicable, and in 1694 the young man went back to
Ireland, where he took religious orders. Effecting reconcilia-
tion with Temple, he returned to Temple’s household in 1696.
There he supervised the education of Esther Johnson, daugh-
ter of the widowed companion to Temple’s sister. Swift re-
mained with Temple until Temple’s death in 1699. Swift’s
stay, although frequently marred by quarrels with his
employer, gave him the time for an immense amount of con-
centrated reading and for writing.
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1

IN THE LAND OF THE
LILLIPUTS

My father maintained a big family of five sons from the
small estate he had in Nottinghamshire, North
England. I was the third son of the family.

When I was fourteen years old, my father sent me to the
Emanuel College, Cambridge. There after studying for three
years I left, as my father found it hard to meet the expense. It
was then that I was apprenticed to a well-known surgeon })‘f
London, called Mr. Bates. I worked under this surgeon for
four consecutive years. During this _I_J_E}'_i_gd, my father would
send me a small sum of money now and then, which I mainly
spent in buying precious books on navigation being quite
interested in the subject. I always felt as if I would be travel-
ling one day to all the faraway lands of my dreams!

When I left Mr. Bates, my father sent me to the medical
college at Leyden, Holland. After studying there for three
years, I got quite a professional command over my subject.
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Gulliver’s Travels

Mr. Bates knew my abilities well and recommended me for
the position of a doctor on the ship called Swallow. So I stayed
on board as a doctor for about three and a half years. That is
how I came to experiehce the first few voyages of my life.

As I returned from my voyages, I planned ahead to settle
down in London ultimately. So, I bought myself a small house
there with the money I had collected by then. Over a period
of time, Mr. Bates kept sending my way some of his patients
and this is how my practice began. After a while, I married
Mary Barton, the daughter of a merchant in London. Life
was easy as I continued my practice with the help of Mr.
Bates. But three years later when my helpful master died,
my practice gradually began to fail. T

I then made up my mind to go again to sea. Thus decided, I
was a surgmacessively in two ships, and made several voy-
ages for the next six years to the East and West Indies. These
voyages earned me a lot of money. I spent a handsome part of it
on the best selling books of the day. I read these books in my
spare time on the ship; and when I was on shore in foreign lands,
I would pass my time studying the strange people and their
languages. Being anyway endowed' with a sharp memory, I
learnt different languages and customs very quickly and devel-
oped an interest for exploring the faraway lands.

The last of these voyages not proving very fortunate, I grew

LABECPHACELLEXKATCAT YA R, —HhEE
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Gulliver’s Travels

weary of the sea; returned home for enjoying family life. I
shifted my house to the docks in the hope that I would get
some patients among sailors; but unfortunately, it did not
happen. After three years’ expectations that affairs would mend,
somehow, to add to my fortune, I accepted an advantageous
offer from Captain William Pritchard,master of the Antelope,
and set sail from Bristol, 4th May 1699, to the south seas.

In our passage to the East Indies, we were driven by a
violent storm to the north west of Van Diemen’s Land. Twelve
members of our crew were dead by immoderate labour and
ill food. The rest were in a very weak condition. On the 5th
of November, which was the beginning of summer in those
parts, it was misty all over and we could not see things very
clearly. However, some alert seamen noticed a rock nearby,
within half a cable’s length of the ship. Before some action
could be taken, the strong wind drove our ship straight on to
that rock. The ship immediately split into pieces.

Six of the crew, of whom I was one, having let down the
boat into the sea, got clear of the ship and the rock, and rowed
for about three leagues, till we were ablé to work no longer.
We therefore trusted ourselves to the mercy of the waves,
and in about half an hour the boat was overturned by a sud-
den flurry from the north. What became of my companions
in the boat, as well as of those who escaped on the rock, or
were left in the vessel, I cannot tell; but conclude that they
were all lost.
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For my own part, I swam as fortune directed me, and was
pushed forward by wind and tide. I often let my legs drop in
depth to feel the bottom, but in vain. It was only when I was
almost gone, being completely unable to struggle any longer,
that my feet suddenly touched the bottom. After a long walk
over a mile, I got to the shore at about eight o’clock in the
evening.I hunted around for people but could find no one.I
was extremely tired and I lay down on the grass and slept for
about nine hours!

When I awoke, it was just daylight. I attempted to rise, but
was not able to stir. I found that I was lying on my back with
my arms and legs tied tightly to the ground on each side, with
thin, fine ropes. These ropes even restricted the movement of
my head, my hair being similarly tied down to the ground!

All I could do was to look upwards. The sun began to grow
even brighter every moment, and the light of it offended me.
Then I heard a confused noise about me. But in the posture I
lay, I could see nothing except the sky. I tried to move again
but only to feel the ropes all across my body, from my arm-
pits to my thighs, from my head to my toe!

In a little time I felt something alive moving on my left
leg, which, advancing gently forward over my chest, came
almost up to my chin.Bending my eyes downward as much
as I could, I perceived it to be a human being not six inches
high! He held a bow and arrow in his hands. Soon forty
such creatures moved up my legs and chest.
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In utmost astonishment, I roared so loudly that they all
ran back in a fright. Some of them were even hurt with the
falls they got by leaping from my sides upon the ground.

One of them soon returned and boldly made his way right
up to my face. He lifted his hands and his eyebrows in won-
der and cried in a shrill but distinct voice, “Hekinah degul!”
The others repeated the same words several times, but then I
did not understand what they meant.

I lay all this while on my back, in great uneasiness. At
length, I kept on struggling to break the ropes that bound me.
With a forceful pull, I succeeded at last in loosening the ropes
that tied my hair down on the left side, thus enabling myself
to turn my head about two inches at least. As I lifted up my
head, I was able to discover the methods they had taken to
bind me. The ropes that were used to tie me down were fas-
tened to a number of small wooden pegs attached to the
ground. As I tried to lift my left arm with a pull, I broke a
number of ropes round my arm and loosened the pegs from
the ground. At this, the little creatures ran off a second time
as fast as they could before I could seize them, shouting all
the while in fright. When the confusion nearly subsided, one
of them cried aloud, “Talgo phonac!”

At once, a hundred arrows came flying at my left hand.
They pricked me like many needles. Then they shot another

volley of arrows into the air. The arrows fell on my body.
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