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Preface

17th century turned a new page for the history of Taiwan, an arena for
international powers. In the great age of exploration, the East and the West used Taiwan
as the base for political, economic, and religious activities. Under the colonizers,
Sinkan Manuscripts were born, announcing the advent of the historical age of Taiwan.
In contrast to the extensive exploration of the southern Taiwan under the Dutch
domination, there are scantier historical studies on the northern Taiwan under the
Spanish colonization. Therefore, the Historical Archaeological Team of the National
Museum of History put forward a program of “Historical Archaeological Research of
Taiwan under Dutch and Spanish,” focusing on the historical age of the northern
Taiwan. The Team attempts to employ the research method of historical archaeology
and analyze significant historical and cultural phenomena. Via the academic point of
view, we hope to represent the genuine history and infuse a new energy in this scarcely

trodden path of the History of Taiwan.

Under the Spanish domination, the history of northern Taiwan is structured by the
interaction among several ethnic groups. At that time, those active in the northern
Taiwan included aboringines who lived in local areas, the rising European powers such
as Dutch and Spanish, as well as Japanese and Chinese, who were doing trades in the
region. Among them, Spanish and Dutch successively colonized the northern Taiwan;
the region under their domination included today's Tamsui, Keelung, and Yilan. As a
result of this interaction among several ethnic groups, the culture of northern Taiwan in

17th century is saturated with multifarious characteristics.

This report is the result of our several investigations in 2003 and 2004. We focus
our researches on the primary areas of Spanish and Dutch's activities; we combine the
strength of textual analysis and archaeological investigation and excavation, the fruit of
which leds to this report. We hope the publication of this research findings can map out

new dimension for the study of Taiwan history.
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Tseng Teh-gin

Acting Director
National Museum of History
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