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2 « CAMPUS ENGLISH

Sons of Greeks, arise!
The glorious hour’s gone forth,
And, worthy of such ties,
Display who gave us birth.

Sons of Greeks, let us go!
In arms against the foe,
Till their hated blood shall flow

In a river past our feet.

Then manfully despising
The Turkish tyrant’s yoke,
Let your country see you rising,

And all her chains are broke.

Leonidas recalling,
That chief of an ancient song,
Who saved you once from falling,

The terrible! The strong!

With"his three hundred waging
The battle, long he stood.
And like a lion raging,

Expires in seas of blood.
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Enclosures and the
Peasant Uprising
With the development of the

profitable® Clothing industry, more wool
was needed. Many landlords soon realized
sheep farming was far more profitable than
growing crops Besides, wool was less
vulnerable to® bad weather and used less
labour. So in the 16th and 17th centuries,
England witnessed what have been called
the which

expelled” their tenants and closed up their

Enclosures in landowners
fields as well as the common lands which
their tenants had shared. The separate small
fields were combined into a consolidated
which

breeding. The wide spread dispossession® of

farm was given to sheep-
the peasantry caused much suffering among
the tenants and resulted in social unrest. It
was a period in which “sheep devour men”

as was described in Thomas More’s
Utopia. The social misery led to the peasant
uprising in 1549.

The rebellion began out of a quite
trifling incident—the pulling down of the

fences that a landowner had placed around
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the land he had closed, but it spread
quickly. No less than 20,000 peasant rebels
gathered under the leadership of their capable
organizer Robert Kett. The government was
frightened and sent a large army to
suppress”the rebellion. After a battle of two
days the peasants were broken and many of
them were hanged. Though the uprising
failed, it helped to stay the progress of the
hated enclosures.

Since the enclosures did not spread all
over the land and so affected the country
very unevenly®, a large part of the
countryside still retained its appearance of
small farming after the enclosures. The real
change in the texture of English rural life
was left for the Agricultural Revolution in
the 18th century to accomplish. Only by
then did large farms begin to substitute for
small ones and obliterate the medieval
system of open-field farming. The English
landscape did not assume its modern aspect
fields the

peasants did not disappear until after the

of hedge-bound and small

Industrial Revolution which produced labor-

saving farm machines.
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During the Tudor Dynasty® (1485-
1603), the crown generally seemed to be
able to enlist the support of the English
bourgeoisie. Until about 1590, the bourg-
eoisie had many interests in common with@

those of the monarchy—in the struggle

against Spain, against the Roman Catholic
Church, against noble houses ruining the
country with their civil wars. (Hence the
collaboration® between the monarchy and
the bourgeoisie was reached. ) But when all
its internal and external foes had been
crushed, the bourgeoisie had no longer the
need to depend upon the protection of the
monarchy. At the same time, the crown
strove to consolidate its position before it
was too late. There had already been some
conflict between the Queen and the Parlia-
ment at the end of Elizabeth’s reign. More
quarrels rose between the Parliament and
the succeeding monarchs and

Charles |.

James |
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