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Freshers’ Week at universities can be a nervous experience

The UK has a well-respected higher education system and some of the top universities and
research institutions in the world. But to those who are new to it all ,sometimes it can be confusing.

October is usually the busiest month in the academic calendar. Universities have something
called Freshers’ Week for their newcomers. It’s a great opportunity to make new friends, join lots
of clubs and settle into university life.

However, having just left the comfort of home and all your friends behind, the possibility of
meeting lots of strangers in big halls can be nervous. Where do you start? Who should you make
friends with? Which clubs should you join?

Luckily , there will be thousands of others in the same boat as you worrying about starting
their university social life on the right foot. So just take it all in slowly. Don’t rush into anything
that you’ll regret for the next three years.

Here are some top tips from past students on how to survive Freshers’ Week ;

» Blend in (i A ). Make sure you are aware of British social etiquette (1% ) . Have a few
wine glasses and snacks handy for your housemates and friends.

* Be hospitable. Sometimes cups of tea or even slices of toast can give you a good start in
making friends.

+ Be sociable. The more active you are, the more likely you’ll meet new people than if you’re
someone who never leaves his room.

* Bring a doorstop. Keep your door open when you're in and that sends positive messages to
your neighbours that you'’re friendly.

So with a bit of clever planning and motivation , Freshers’ Week can give you a great start to
your university life and soon you’ll be passing on your wisdom to next year’s newcomers.

( )1. What’s the purpose of the passage?

A. To persuade you to receive higher education in the UK.
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B. To present the advantages of the UK’s education system.
C. To introduce the college life in the UK.
D. To help new college students survive the starting week.
( )2. The underlined phrase “in the same boat” in Paragraph 4 probably means “ 7.
A. in the same situation B. in the same university
C. with the same disadvantage D. with the same chance

( )3. The author advises the freshers to bring a doorstop to show their

A. courage B. generosity
C. friendliness D. good manners
( )4. We can know from the passage that

A. many newcomers to the universities can be nervous
B. sometimes British social manners are confusing
C. students should start their university life very quickly

D. the Freshers’ Week is a program that helps the freshers learn new culture
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At a recent digital education conference in San Francisco, one of the more memorable

remarks quoted came from a child, “ Whenever I go into class, I have to power down.” That

roughly translates as: “What I do with digital technology outside school—at home ,in my own free
time—is on a completely different level to what I'm able to do at school. Outside school,I'm using
much more advanced skills, doing many more interesting things, operating in a far more
complicated way. School takes little notice of this and seems not to care. ”

It is a feeling that might (and should) shock educators,but one that an increasing majority
of today’s kids would understand and agree with. “ At school, you do all this boring stuff, really
basic stuff, PowerPoint and spreadsheets and things. It only gets interesting and exciting when you
come home and really use your computer. You're free,you’re in control,and it’s your own world. ”

Most kids probably cannot tell you whether they are actually learning anything from that
freedom and control , from the hours spent playing computer games, joining in chat forums and
setting up websites. But isn’t that where the education system should take over and work out what
the learning might be?

We should understand what it is that children are doing in their spare time. We need to work

2
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out how that experience and enthusiasm can feed into,or act as a catalyst (4E{L#]) for formal
learning—how activity outside school can benefit activity inside school.

Academic achievement and staying-on rates have improved encouragingly over recent years.
But this overall improvement hides some worrying areas of underachievement. Digital technology
has been completely normalized by today’s children. It is a part of their daily lives,and vyet a part
that schools largely ignore.

Schools may be missing out on their most valuable resource: the experience, skills and
interests of their own students. Anything that children can be so crazy about, and feel so
comfortable with,deserves at least some understanding.

( )1. What does the boy mean by saying “Whenever I go into class,I have to power down. ”?
A. He can learn nothing at school.
B. What he learns at school is boring.
C. The lessons his school gives are useless.
D. The skills he learns at school are too simple.
( )2. The underlined word “one” in Paragraph 2 refers to “
A. a word B. an educator
C. a feeling D. a student
( )3. According to the author,the school should help students
A. set up a new website B. benefit from outside activities
C. play a computer game D. chat in a chat forum
( )4. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Suitable technology should be provided for students.
B. Students should learn technology in their spare time.
C. Students should be given more freedom at school.
D. All needs of the students in class should be satisfied.
O EIRE
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Boffins are the clever ones in class. They always come out 1 in tests. To be a boffin, you
must be good at all the 2

Boffins are clever, but are never the most 3  people in the school. They have friends

amongst themselves. 4 in society, they are normally shy and withdrawn (& H£#)). Boffins
5  their studies to the 6  of other people. Edwin is the 7  example of a boffin. He has
friends, but they are also 8 . Edwin is extremely clever. His voice has a very strong British

accent that other people 9  funny.

ST
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A boffin’s interest is 10  that other people may not be interested in. For example , they
may like to play games on computer that others may find 11 . In their spare time , boy boffins
_ 12 like playing war games and strategies. Boffins prefer technology such as computers to
having sports 13 . Normally,they are not very sporty and are bad at 14

Boffins also act in a manner that is slightly strange. They dont 15  what other people
will think of them because of these outbursts.

While most children take the word “boffin” in a(n) 16  way, adults, especially
teachers, ~ 17 boffins. Boffins spend their time in class actually listening 18  instead of
messing around. This is mainly the reason why they appear to be more intelligent than anyone else
around them.

Although they may not be the most exciting people, I like boffins. They have intelligent
19 of their own and are not afraid to show it. Boffins are the cleverest ones, and there’s

nothing bad about 20  in that way.

( )1. A. alone B. top C. last D. late

( )2. A. sports B. activities C. jobs D. subjects

( )3. A. popular B. diligent C. intelligent D. humorous

( )4. A. Therefore B. So C. But D. Then

( )5. A. prefer B. devote C. refer D. contribute
( )6. A. company B. pursuit C. approach D. access

( )7. A. frequent B. similar C. classic D. extreme

( )8. A. classmates B. players C. boffins D. partners

( )9. A. discover B. seek C. notice D. find

( )10. A. anything B. something C. nothing D. everything
( )J11. A. amusing B. encouraging C. pleasing D. boring

( )12. A. seem B. feel C. look D. smell

( )13. A. outside B. indoors C. upstairs D. abroad

( )14. A. language B. PE C. music D. art

( )15. A. reject B. like C. care D. respect

( )16. A. positive B. active C. indifferent D. negative

( )17. A. argue with B. approve of C. speak of D. comment on
( )18. A. carefully B. specially C. certainly D. especially
( )19. A. minds B. circles C. hobbies D. eyes

( )20. A. ruling out B. standing out C. carrying out D. turning out
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How can you spend four years in college?
—A letter to the daughter by KAI-FU LEE

Dear Daughter,

As we drove off from Columbia,l wanted
to write a letter to you to tell you all that is in
my mind.

I want to tell you how proud we are.
Getting into Columbia is a real testament of
what a great well-rounded student you are. You
should be as proud of yourself as we are.

College will be the most important years
in your life. It is in college that you will truly
discover what learning is about. Education is
what you have left after all that is taught is
forgotten. What I mean by that is the material
taught isn’t as important as you gaining the
ability to learn a new subject,and the ability to
analyze a new problem.

Do not fall into the trap of dogma. There
is no single simple answer to any question.
There are always many ways to look at a
problem. You will become a better problem
solver if you have recognized that. This is
called “critical thinking” , and it is the most
important thinking skill you need for your life.
This also means you need to become tolerant
and supportive of others.

Follow your passion in college. Take courses
you think you will enjoy. Don’t be trapped in what
others think or say. Steve Jobs says when you are
in college ,your passion will create many dots,and
later in your life you will connect them.

Most importantly, make friends and be
happy. College friends are often the best in
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life,, because during college you are closer to
them physically than to your family.

I told your mom I'm writing this letter,and
asked what she wanted me to say. She thought
and said; “just ask her to take care of herself. ”
Simple but deeply caring—that is how your
mother is, and that is why you love her so
much. In this simple sentence is her hope that
you will become independent in the way you
take care of yourself—that you will remember
to take your medicine,that you will get enough
sleep, that you will have a balanced diet, that
you will get some exercise,and that you will go
to see a doctor whenever you don’t feel good.

May Columbia become the happiest four
years in your life, and may you blossom into
just what you dream to be.

Love,
Dad (& Mom)
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1. Sum up the outline (S HEY) of the letter.

2. According to the letter, what is the most important thinking skill in life?

- Education is what you have left after all that is taught is forgotten.

 BEWERRE UGS -V EANAB L E R THARE.,
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It is time for students to sell such things as chocolate bars and greeting cards to raise money

6
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for their schools, classes or clubs. It is inevitable that they will knock on your door and you will
easily hand over your cash for overpriced items that you really do not want. That is okay , though ,
because there are many reasons why children should be allowed to raise money for their schools
and clubs.

Fundraising (5£4E%4>) is a great way to help children learn social skills. It is not easy to
go up to a complete stranger and ask them for their money. They have to nicely ask for help , show
the interested buyer what they have to offer and explain how it will help them in school. If
someone refuses to buy an item, that child has to take the failure in stride ( R455%% /74) , and
that is a learning lesson as well.

Students can learn how to deal with money by fundraising. Of course it might seem safer for
us to take charge of our children’s earnings from their fundraising before it is turned in to the
school. However, by making them keep track of it,count it,and make sure everyone pays the right
amount , they are learnihg an important lesson. Dealing with money is important to know about
when they are older.

Fundraising helps improve their schools. It is the children’s school. They have to learn there
and grow there. Why not let them help in making it a better place? When one of our local schools
lacked funding for sports,the students and parents joined hands to raise that money they needed.
When they succeeded, they felt like they accomplished something important.

Fundraising allows for more life experiences for the children. Most fundraising is done for
individual classes and clubs. The money raised is used towards things like parties, trips, or for the
music club to go see a Broadway play. The children receive the rewards for their hard work at
raising the money. Without fundraising, these field trips and special school memories would be
missed.

In a word, fundraising helps children a lot in many ways.

( )1. We can infer that the author is probablya
A. teacher B. student
C. parent D. reporter
( )2. One of the important indications that children are grown up is that

A. children can deal with money
B. children learn to care for others
C. children can take the failure in stride
D. children like to make up
( )3. The author thinks that fundraising
A. adds to the family’s burden
B. takes up the learning time

C. cultivates the children’s character
D. builds up the children’s bodies
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( )4. Which of the following shows the structure of the passage?
CP: Central Point P:Point Sp:Sub-point( X &%) C:Conclusion
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Dear headmaster,

In American middle schools today, some students carry their backpacks wherever they go.
They think that,with a backpack,they have 1  all their textbooks, pencils, dictionaries, etc.
However,they 2 the fact that backpacks can be harmful. I am one of the people who
recommend that students should not 3 their backpacks wherever they go 4 it causes
unnecessary confusion and presents a 5 risk,with the following reasons.

Bringing a backpack to class is 6 ,and can cause problems. Something can fall from your

backpack ,and you will 7 it. Backpacks can also _ 8 students from their work because the
students will kick them,and therefore not concentrate on their 9 . What’s more, there is no
~ 10 to take a backpack _ 11  books that you do not need for a(n) 12 (for example,
bringing a backpack with Spanish,math,and history books to an English class). Some might say
that you have 13 access to all your school materials by carrying your backpack around , but
you can go to your locker( Z7f##H) at any time. You would feel very 14 , carrying so many
books,and you might strain your 15 if you do so. A student could get 16 if you
accidentally hit him/her with a backpack. Someone could _ 17  a backpack that was set on the

ground.
8
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There are the reasons why it is unsafe and unnecessary to carry a backpack. I hope that I
have provided enough _ 18  to convince you that it is. In conclusion,I think that the best way to
solve this isto __19  carrying backpacks from classroom to classroom,and that way there can be
a safer school. I hope that you can make a 20  that makes bringing backpacks into the

classroom illegal.

A worried parent

( ) 1. A. access to B. control over C. trouble with D. word with

( )2. A. convince B. support C. emphasize D. ignore

( )3. A. leave B. carry C. fetch D. wear

( )4. A. because B. when C. if D. though

( )S. A. safety B. emotion C. health D. education

( )6. A. unrelated B. unexpected C. unneeded D. unfounded

( )7. A. cherish B. forget C. remember D. lose

( ) 8. A. distract B. protect C. separate D. prevent

( )9. A. teacher B. work C. book D. school

( ) 10. A. doubt B. need C. wonder D. way

( )11. A. including B. involving C. consisting D. containing

( )12. A. activity B. backpack C. class D. language

( )13. A. easy B. reliable C. sound D. difficult

( )14. A. unconditional ~ B. unusual C. unwilling D. uncomfortable

( )15. A. leg B. heart C. back D. hand

( )16. A. prepared B. hurt C. changed D. depressed

( )17. A. trip over B. hand over C. turn over D. go over

( )18. A. beliefs B. examples C. quotations D. conditions

( )19. A. admit B. escape C. appreciate D. forbid

( )20. A. rule B. promise C. mistake D. decision
Friday BEJI¥EHL
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Host family accommodation, or living with host families, remains popular among language
travel students for its advantages. These days, host families are trying to offer more in terms of
quality , for they still have something to worry about.

Host family accommodation is often seen as the number-one choice for its advantages in language
study , cultural communication and cost of living. Staying alongside host families enables students to get
enough practice for the short time of their studying so that their language acquisition is likely to
become faster. Living in host families also has the advantage for students of being able to spend a lot
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