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A Brief Introduction

Li Qingzhao is the most famous woman writer of Ci (a kind
of poetry written to certain tunes with strict tonal patterns and
thyme schemes, and in fixed numbers of lines and words) in
ancient China. She is also the most popular and beloved woman
writer throughout the Chinese histbry of thousands of years. This
book was devoted to providing a comprehensive research and as-
sessment of Li’s life story, philosophy and creations in a penetrat-
ing way, on the basis of true history and internal evidence. The
two appendices, The Story of Zhao Mingcheng and The Chronolo-
gy of Li Qingzhao, serve as back-ground materials for an even
deeper understanding of the great poet. The author did the textual
criticism with cautious approach, careful analysis and a facile
writing style. This is a new research book about Li Qingzhao with
quite a many novel ideas. The book is also characterized by an
exquisite exploration into and academic analysis of the great poet’s

deep soul and feelings.
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