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Villa is a high-end product in China's residential market. Its exterior design
has gained more and more attention. Based on this, the editor of this book
" carefully selected more than 50 villa exterior design cases from around the
world. Some of these designs are innovative, some are delicate, and some
are magnificent. At the same time, these villas can merge perfectly into the
surrounding environment, displaying the natural beauty of ecological buildings
and the design trends of villa exteriors. Aside from Chinese-English bilingual
descriptions, multi-angle, high-quality photographs for villa exterior for each
project, this book also includes detailed architectural plan, elevation, section
drawing, node diagram and photographs presenting the buildings" interior
structure, displaying to readers the complete and exact villa exterior designs
and the image of architectural structure. These design cases represent
the latest fashion and developing trend of villa exterior design of countries
and regions from around the world. According to the location differences
of these villas, the editor divides this book into five parts, namely America,
Europe, Asia, Oceania and Africa. This book can be the latest and most
accurate design referential material for architects, students and teachers from
architecture colleges and people from the related industries. We hope that
this book can broaden the design horizon and expand the design thoughts of
architectural designers and help to lead the architectural design industry of
our country into the world. We also hope that this book can provide beneficial
enlightenments for readers in the building or purchasing of residences.
This is a terrific architecture practical referential book, with ThinkArchit as the
chief editor. We have received a lot of support from the architecture design
firms and architects in the compiling process. We would like to extend our
hearty thanks to every one of you. We would like to welcome your corrections

should there be any flaws in this book.

ThinkArchit Group
Jan. 2011, Beijing
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Architecture Design / 3%+t : Hughes Umbanhowar Architects ~ Project Architect / TREI 3 : Scott Hughes, John Umbanhowar
Location / #1153 : USA Area | ER : 1,143 m’ Photograph / #&% : Steven Brooke

The River Road House is a complex composition, reminiscent of the canvases of Georges
Braque, in which geometric forms appear and disappear in a constant dance of illusion
and materiality. The house comprises a series of distinct, yet interlocking rectilinear
volumes conjoined by a transparent longitudinal axis. Positive volumes are balanced atop
negative creating a heightened tension and intrigue. A glass-skinned throughway connects
and distinguishes the two dominant volumes, or towers, capturing light and adding to the
sense of interior capaciousness. Exterior glass, limestone, stucco and mahogany outline,
augment and anchor what otherwise might be a cacophony of disparate forms.

Surprise and delight are amplified by skillful interior and exterior framing. In the same
way, the arrangement of program and use moves inhabitants through a logical gradient
from public to private space, from activity to slumber, from conviviality to introspection.
Afternoon sun is mitigated by aluminum louvers and astute structural arrangement.
The bulthaup kitchen is enhanced by a sliding window wall which opens to an exterior
courtyard, further collapsing the distinction between exterior and interior space, allowing
cooling ocean breezes to breathe easily through the house.
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Architecture Design / %% 1t : Hughes Umbanhowar Architects
Location / #15% : USA Area | E@#R : 288 m’

The client is a waterski enthusiast. Banding together with several fellow
enthusiasts, they purchased some agricultural land and modified an existing
artificial lake to be used for waterskiing/slalom course racing. The house sits in
and on a berm dredged from the bottom; the design hence engaging the lake
in multiple ways. This elevated perspective in the otherwise flat surroundings
topography provides a view of the 1/2 mile watercourse from end to end.

The house is a simple bar conceptually and literally broken into 3 use defined
areas; i.e. guest wing, public/fraternal spaces, master bedroom. A wing-shaped
roof hovers above these 3 parts to encourage circulation movement from one
space to another. The roof design also provides shade to the lakeside terrace,
while simultaneously capturing and directing the water-cooled breezes
through the upper transom windows of the living space. This “free” and
passive conditioning reduces the use of mechanically driven conditioning. Rain
collection from the valley of the roof is directed to an underground reservoir
to be used for irrigating the native planted landscape.

Materially modest components such as corrugated roof SIP panels, concrete
floor, Stucco exterior/exposed interior concrete block walls, aluminum clad
windows, cloth roll down shades make for simple and lean construction: a
suitable response to the client’s request for a dramatic, humble, inexpensive,

low maintenance, yet inspired shelter.

Project Architect / B2 I :
Photograph / #%; : Ken Hayden, Tom Winters

Scott Hughes, John Umbanhowar
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1. Bedroom 5. Kitchen
2. Entry/Breezeway 6. Office
3. Living Room 7. Master Bedroom

4. Dining Room
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