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Unit One

How many languages are being spoken in the world?

Why has English become a world language?

What are the basic characteristics of English?

How has modern American English developed?

Which language is spoken by most people?

What is the most important way to learn a_ foreign language?
What are linguists now worried about?

How interesting! Can you answer them?

Part A English as a World Language

Today, when English is one of the major languages in the world,
it requires an effort of the imagination to realize that this is a relative-
ly recent thing—that in Shakespeare’s time, for example, only a few
million people spoke English, and the language was not thought to be
very important by the other nations of Europe, and was unknown to
the rest of the world.

English has become a world language because of its establish-
ment as a mother tongue outside England, in all the continents of the
world. This exporting of English began in the seventeenth century,
with the first settlements in North America. Above all, it is the great
growth of population in the United States, assisted by massive immi-
gration in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, that has given the

English language its present standing in the world.



People who speak English fall into one of three groups: those
who have learned it as their native language; those who have learned
it as a second language in a society that is mainly bilingual; and those
who are forced to use it for a practical purpose —administrative, pro-
fessional or educational. One person in seven of the world’s entire
population belongs to one of these three groups. Incredibly enough,
75% of the world’s mail and 60% of the world’s telephone calls are in
English.

BASIC CHARACTERISTICS

SIMPLICITY OF FORM. Old English, like modern German, French,
Russian and Greek, had many inflections to show singular and plu-
ral, tense, person, etc. , but over the centuries words have been sim-
plified. Verbs now have very few inflections, and adjectives do not
change according to the noun.

FLEXIBILITY. As a result of the loss of inflections, English has be-
come, over the past five centuries, a very flexible language. Without
inflecticns, the same word can operate as many different parts of
speech. Many nouns and verbs have the same form, for example,
swim, drink, walk, kiss, look, and smile. We can talk about water
to drink and to water the flowers; time to go and to time a race; a pa-
per to read and to paper a bedroom. Adjectives can be used as verbs.
We warm our hands in front of a fire; if clothes are dirtied, they need
to be cleaned and dried. Prepositions too are flexible. A sixty-year-
old man is nearing retirement; we can talk about a round of golf,
cards, or drinks.

OPENNESS OF VOCABULARY. This involves the free admissions of
words from other languages and the easy creation of compounds and
derivatives. Most world languages have contributed some words to
English at some time, and the process is now being reversed. Purists
of the French, Russian, and Japanese languages are resisting the ar-
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rival of English in their vocabulary.

THE FUTURE OF ENGLISH. Geographically, English is the most
widespread language on Earth, second only to Mandarin Chinese in
the number of people who speak it. It is the language of business,
technology, sport, and aviation. This will no doubt continue, al-

though the proposition that all other languages will die out is absurd.

New Words

massive ['masiv | a. KB E
K

immigration [\imi'grei[n] n. &
JEAEE; SR R

bilingual [ bai'lingwal] a. ffi Fi
HRESTH

administrative [ ad'ministrotiv |
a. BHENATEM

inflection [in'flek[n] n. {HE %
1k F B2

flexibility [ fleksa'biliti] n. R

time [taim ] v. (thEE)icHt

paper ['peipa] v. FHZEHEM

warm [wom | v. {HEEF1; 558

dirty ['doti] v. FERE 25

near [nia | v. FEi, ¥

derivative [di'rivetiv] n. JE 4
] IRAEY)

purist ['pjuarist] n. & AIERE
>3

aviation [\eivi'eifn] n. #2; %
IR =2

proposition [\ﬁrope'zifn] n. ¥
% s @i

absurd [ob'sa:d] a. AHEE;
TiE

EXERCISES

[ . READING COMPREHENSION

Directions: For each of the following questions or unfinished state-
ments, there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You

should decide on the best choice and circle the letter of your

choice.



1. The author implies that in Shakespeare’s time
A) English was already a world language
B) English was spoken only by Britons
C) England established its colonies in many habitable parts of the
globe
D) English was considered important only by the Europeans
2. The word “this” in Line 2, Paragraph 1 refers to
A) the fact that English is one of the major languages in our pre-
sent world
B) an effort of the imagination
C) the fact that only a few million people spoke English in the past
D) the fact that English was unknown to the rest of the world be-
fore the seventeenth century
3. The large increase in the population of the United States was main-
ly due to
A) the English immigration in the seventeenth century
B) the lack of birth control
C) the frequent influx of immigrants from all over the world in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries
D) the low infant mortality
4. Tt has been estimated that
A) one person out of seven in the world is a native English speaker
B) one seventh of people in the world are bilinguals
C) one seventh of people speak English as a foreign language
D) 3/4 of the world’s mail is in English
5. The fundamental difference between modern English and other
modern European languages is that
A) English has fewer verbs
B) English has fewer adjectives
C) English has fewer inflections
4



D) English is a world language while others are not
6. What is the example given by the author to show that English is a
very flexible language?
A) English readily admits words from other languages.
B) Compounds and derivatives can be easily created in English.
C) Adjectives do not vary according to the nouns.
D) Some words that are used as nouns or adjectives can also be
used as verbs.
7. That English is the most widespread language on Earth does not
mean that
A) it is the language of business, technology, sport and aviation
B) it is one of the world’s major languages
C) other languages will cease to exist
D) purists of other languages will resist the arrival of English in
their vocabulary
8. Which of the following can NOT be learned from the passage?
A) English has borrowed words from many other languages.
B) Mandarin Chinese is spoken by the biggest number of people on
Earth.
C) The author is from the United States.
D) Old English had many inflections.

I . WORD BUILDING
One way to discover the meaning of a new word is to use word
analysis, which is to use knowledge of the meanings of the parts
of a word. Many English words have been formed by combining
parts of older English, Greek, and Latin words. For instance, the
word bicycle is formed from the parts &, meaning two, and cycle,
meaning round or wheel. Often knowledge of the meanings of
these word parts can help the reader to guess the meaning of an

5



unfamiliar word. Exercises providing practice in this skill will also

enlarge the reader’s vocabulary substantially.

| Prefixes: il-, im-, in-, ir-, un-_|

Directions: These prefixes can be added to adjectives to make them
negative in meaning. Rewrite the following words using the appropri-

ate prefixes.

1. legible 2. resistible
3. mature’ 4. logical
5. removable 6. true
7. legitimate 8. legal B
9. moral 10. fortunate
11. comfortable 12. formal
13. efficient 14. fair
15. regular 16. capable o
17. pure 18. necessary
19. accurate 20. wise
21. adequate 22. finished
23. responsible 24. patient
25. rational _ 26. usual
27. relevant 28. polite
29. direct 30. aware
31. numerable A 32. literate
33. significant 34. practical
35. visible ___ 36. praper
37. possible 38. complete
39. able 40. expensive



Part B American English

L. B. Krane

When the colonists arrived in America in 1620, they brought
their Elizabethan English with them. From this beginning the devel-
opment of modern American English has depended on the unique
American experience. Rules of grammar are similar to England’s
English, of course; but other facets of the language developed with
the new country and reflect contributions from the many groups that
became part of the American “melting pot”.

Although the colonists mingled to some extent with the Native
Americans, the Indians’ influence on American culture and language
was not extensive. But the colonists found many things in the new
world that were unfamiliar, and they adopted the Indian words for
them. Many place names, trees, plants, and animals indigenous to
America retain their Indian names today. Hickory, squash, pumpkin,
woodchuck, chipmunk, and dozens of other such words are Indian in
origin. Approximately half of the states’ names, including Connecti-
cut and Alabama, are also of Indian origin.

The French were important to the exploration of America, and
their settlement concentrated in the Midwest and around New Orleans
and Quebec. However, they had little permanent linguistic influence
in the United States except in the Creole regions of southern
Louisiana. The words they contributed to English were primarily des-
ignations for the features of the land they explored — prairie, butte,
crevasse, and so on — although they introduced a variety of other

words as well, such as gopher, chowder, and bureau.



The Spanish, on the other hand, had extensive settlements in
the West and Southwest, and a much greater influence on American
culture and language. Many words associated with life in the West
are Spanish in origin. The cowboy, one of the most popular heroes of
American culture, was Spanish in almost everything but his name.
He wore chaps and ponchos; he twirled a lariat and rode a bronco that
ate alfalfa. He lived on a ranch and fought coyotes. He may even
have been caught by wvigilantes and held incommunicado in the
hoosegow.

Another linguistically important group of early American
colonists was the Dutch in New York. Although they were displaced
by the English after a short time, their influence on American vocab-
ulary was considerable, including such words as coleslaw, cookie,
waffle, boss, cabooses sleigh, dope, dumb, snoop, and even Santa
Claus.

Later groups of immigrants —Germans, Irish, Italians, Scandi-
navians, Africans, and Eastern European Jews —contributed a sprin-
kling of familiar words to the American vocabulary. Certainly, other
immigrant groups have contributed to American English as well, al-
though often within a limited area. For example, Japanese and Chi-
nese influence on American English has largely been confined to
Hawaii, where numerous indigenous Hawaiian words also are in com-
mon use (mauka, “seaward”; pau, “finished”; and, of course,
aloha).

As American English developed, it did not develop uniformly
throughout the country. Instead, as the colonists from different parts
of England settled in various parts of the new country, they contin-
ued to speak their separate British dialects. In America today, these
dialects are characterized most obviously by differences in pronuncia-
tion and vocabulary.
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