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Abstract

More progresses in the field of higher education have been made dur-
ing the last ten years since 1999. However, the difference of the entrance
to higher education is still in existence among the student groups with dif-
ferent family backgrounds in the senior high school. It is helpful to reveal
the reasons and influences of the difference of entrance to higher education
through investigating the education of students with different family back-
grounds in the stage of senior high school. Thus, in this dissertation, the
difference of entrance to higher education among high school students and
their influencing factors have been studied and discussed based on an in-
vestigation about their family backgrounds, learning career, and entrance
to higher education. Moreover, the key factors for restricting the entrance
opportunity of low stratum, especially rural stratum children are discussed,
and some strategies to improve their entrance opportunity are proposed fi-
nally. The main contents and conclusions are drawn as follows:

Firstly, the influences of the family backgrounds and school level of
students in the senior high school on the entrance opportunity to higher ed-
ucation are firstly investigated by using several ways including the ques-
tionnaire, archives, visiting and literature methods. It is shown that there
is significantly positive correlation between the level of senior high school
that student studies in and their entrance to higher education, and even
their choice of specialty in the institutes of higher education. Thereinto,

the students studied in the key school or in city have more opportunities to



enter higher education than those who come from the common school or the
school located in the villages and towns. Accordingly, the former have
more predominant conditions than the latter in the various teaching as-
pects. The largest difference exists between the student groups in the city
key school and the common school located in the villages and towns, and
the difference also exhibits in their learning feeling, ways to gain knowl-
edge, learning methods, et al. In addition, the family backgrounds,
which include their parents’ education grade and employment and their
family’s wealth and location, are also regarded as the key factors to their
entrance opportunity. On the basis of these data, it is concluded that there
is compact correlation between the entrance to higher education and the
family’s backgrounds and school level, indicating the characteristics of ed-
ucational opportunity in nowdays actually reflect the social difference be-
tween the people lived in city and in villages-and towns.

Secondly, the relating intrinsic factors to the differences of entrance
opportunity to higher education among student groups with different family
backgrounds are discussed based on the collected data and literature infor-
mation. As a conclusion, some unpractical aspects existed in the education
system are particularly pointed out to strengthen these differences among
different student grounps and bring some negative effects to the opportunity
of low social stratum children. They are summarized as follows; j ) The
key school system in the basic schooling period strengthens the differences
of key schools and common schools, the key schools or the schools located
in cities or developed area own more resources than others, and make the
education gap between city and rural bigger and bigger; ii ) The justice
for city students trend in the contents of basic education and entrance exam
to higher education is obvious, cities have been taken as the center by

today’s education system while the rural regions are ususlly overlooked,



which is not good for rural children’s education; iii) The new entrance test
method to higher education brings some negative effects to the rural
students to gain higher education opportunity due to its intensification of
city cultural backgrounds; iv) The differences are still larger -in the uni-
versity arrangement and the number of recruit, so, those who come from
the city with many universities or developed area have more higher educa-
tion opportunities; V) The educational investment and the fee policies of
higher education bring some disadvantages to the students from the poor
families. All these facts show that some reforms must be done to meliorate
the unpractical aspects existed in the education system to improve the edu-
cational opportunity of low social stratum children.

Thirdly, the innovation is suggested to be done to improve today’s ed-
ucational system to increase the entrance opportunity of students lived in
the villages and towns, especially for the rural children to the higher edu-
cation. Based on the above results, some advices are discussed.and pro-
posed as follows: ] ) The higher education scale should be expanded fur-
therly to increase more recruit students to meet the demand of youngsters;
ii ) The educational quality before the higher education must be im-
proved, especially the equilibrium of schools located in different areas
should be noted so that the school education in the underdevelopment area
can be furtherly improved; iii) To develop higher vocational education to
supply more opportunities to the students from the underdevelopment area;
iv) Some special policies and feasibile measures should be carried out to
increase the entrance opportunity of students from the poor families or the
depressed area.

Key words: Senior higher school, graduate student, entrance oppor-

tunity, family background, difference, investigation, discussion
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