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A Brief Introduction

Song Yingxing (1587—16667) was an outstanding
Chinese scientist and thinker in the 17th century. His Tian Gong
Kai Wu or Exploitation of Products from the Nature by Means of
Combination of Natural Power and Artificial Skills (1637) is a
representative writing in the history of science in China and a
world-famous work which is highly praised by academic circles in
China and abroad. His Ye Yi or Discussion of a Person out of Of-
fice (1636) and other three works are the important writings in
the history of Chinese thought, which shine much brilliant ideas.
This book, as a comprehensive critical biography of Song
Yingxing, was written on the basis of many first-hand sources ob-
tained from local investigations and literature researches by the
author during the last 30 years. It consists of 13 chapters talking
about the historical background of Song Yingxing, his family his-
tory, his activities and social relations, his works, his political-e-
conomical and philosophical thought, his scientific and technical
thought, his historical role and international influence, and vari-
ous editions of his works separately. In short, it gives a critical
description of every aspect of Song’s life. A chronicle of Song’s
activities is enclased too. There are 80 illustrations in this book,
some of them are rare ones.
This book, as a reference, is suitable to be read by teachers
and students of high schools and universities, cadres, scientists,

historians of science, and theorists.



