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Preface to the Chinese Edition
XA S

Since the English language publication of this book, growing evidence of natural climate
variability and human induced climate change related to greenhouse gas increases has appeared
in the observed climate and hydrologic records and model simulations. This expanding body of
evidence underlies a growing concern among scientists and the public for better understanding
of the complex processes linking the climate system and the hydrologic cycle. The relevance
and concern for climate variability and change is particularly evident as scientists strive to pro-
vide improved resource utilization strategies to satisfy the food and shelter needs of a rapidly ex-
panding global population. Resource utilization issues are particularly challenging when land
and waler resource development decisions impact society at local and regional scales and over

large managed river basins.

AMAE BRI IR Z G , R FK SCE R SHEABEI R S, A R ARER
ARG G R RESTEIE M, e M EERIESR B L., XMERaRm,
BHERMIM A RERBRITEERTRERRAAK BN E S EE ERSROIWEHH
RERENFEAMAXE, AR ERER M FEROKEETERIE, FEREX
R TMERG KK, BB ARER, SEBBERAKERERICKZWE X
Bk 2 B R B B RS, BT IR R A () R L B R AR

Spatial and temporal climatic variability in China highlights the important role of hydrocli-
matology for this region. Increased natural occurrences of floods and drought are exacerbated
by land use changes and increasing water demands for irrigation and urban water supplies. Ma-
jor water developments in the last decade on the Yangtze and Yellow rivers intended to mitigate
runoff variability related to recent floods and drought have atiracted world attention. Assessment
of long-term precipitation trends and evapotranspiration increases are promising areas for gai-

ning understanding of the water balance of these large river basins.
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The goal of this book is to present hydroclimatology as a unifying theme for theoretical and
practical study of the climate system and the hydrologic cycle. Gratified by the reception this
book has received, I am excited by the prospect that a Chinese translation will make the book
available 1o a wider audience. The Chinese Edition is an exciting step in placing hydroclimatol-

ogy in a prominent global role for assessing climate variability, climate change, and the impact

of extreme hydrologic events.

AT B ETHEKXIREEE - E— 0 28, NEIE MK R ERF R RRAR L
FOREH . REFEXMMHME &4 ATE, Bk Z4EH & XM FE 2 P SUR M AR, X
BEeoR T S BE A o X T IR AR R AR A AR S K SCF AR IR M, R SO
FRRS ABBIN— 8 XA TRIAEKXUELET -1 2R R EVE L.

I am honored the Higher Education Press of China selected this book for translation. The
availability of my book to an expanded audience was made possible by the work of Professor
Yuanbo Liu and other research scientists at the Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology
who translated the English text into Chinese. I sincerely appreciate the contribution of Professor

Liu and his colleagues in making the Chinese Edition a reality.

E S F AR T A BRBIREAR, R RB R RE, ERH TP
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Marlyn L. Shelton
Davis, California, USA
3 B 0 R A R I R B

January 2011
2011 £ 1 B
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