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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The

Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to

meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fairy Tales, and hope that you like it.

A fairy tale is a fictitious story marked with strong imaginative colour.
Its subject matter accords closely with children’s modes of thinking. It can
inspire your mind, widen your vision and kindle your rich imagination.

The set includes representative works of the world’s famous fairy tale
writers and works that have had a great influence on the world. It consists
of sixty works, including eleven fairy tales by Chinese writers, and is
collected in twelve volumes. It is arranged according to the history of the
development of world fairy tales.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and in English and offers good
reading materials for English learners. At the same time, it can help
remove the language barriers for our little friends all over the world. We
have invited Mr. Thomas McClellan from Edinburgh University to be the
general editor of the translations. He has worked very seriously and
earnestly to ensure the accuracy of the translations in the books. For this,
we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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ATTACKING RENART’S CASTLE
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Selected from“Le Roman de Renart”
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Adapted by Cui Gang
Translated by Wang Linhua
Illustrated by Zhao Zhenwan
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The king and his suite came in front
of Renart’s castle, only to find that he had
taken defensive measures. Having decided
to use the method of siege, the king ordered
everyone to camp.
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Life in the camp was very hard.
On the other hand,Renart had made his
preparations. So they were quite discouraged.
Renart, however, did not take any notice of his
enemies’s siege, eating, drinking and making
merry as usual.
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The king’s troops frequently mounted
vigorous offensives and the outcome
was always disappointing. But the king
was concerned about those valuables of
Renart’s. He did not relax his efforts.
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One night, they were sunk in sleep
after another attack. With the help of his
sons, Renart tied all the intruders up to the
trees. He stood nearby, waiting.
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The morning bell rang. The king and
his troops found Renart in their midst.
They wanted to rush at him but in vain.
Renart asked mockingly,“Your Majesty,
why do you lay siege to my house?”
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The king roared, “Where’s my faithful

Rabbit?”Renart asked calmly in reply,
‘Aren’t Rabbit and Sheep together? And
the sack in which are the gems I sent to
Your Majesty? You puzzle me. ”
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“Sheep, why are you also in such a
rage? "asked Renart naturally but firmly.
The king answered for Sheep,“In the sack
you asked Sheep to give me the Rabbit’s
head. How cruel you are ! ”

Renart put on a show of surprise,“It must have
been Sheep who killed Rabbit in order to have the
valuables all to himself. "Sheep was so stunned that
he could not say a word. The king was beginning to
believe what Renart said, while Renart looked at the

two, carefree and content.
=5
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Snail woke up, finding that he was not
tied up. He quickly cut off the ropes for his
comrades. Now Renart was in a dangerous
ring of encirclement. But the king prevented
the attack in order to get the valuables.
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The king decided to abandon the siege
and severely punish the murderer. Renart
expressed his wish to go on pilgrimage
to Rome. He said hypocritically,“The
pilgrimage will absolve me from guilt if I’ ve
done anything wrong.”
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B EESX T, SERER has realized his error and shown repentance.
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shan’t accept any accusation against Renart,
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(12) FIARIRER 2 — R g R8 Renart asked for a long bag made of
S R U R AE , LA K 8 Black Bear’s skin, and a pair of warm boots
PR L ISy of his uncle and aunt’s.
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(13) EEW EFIIRIHZR The king met his demands. Renart said
FIARIN 35 - “ 54381, EHE . =4 repeatedly,“Thanks. Many thanks.”The
ZEE T, LI e three victims could not contradict the King,
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(14) FIFRIR AN EH, KK Renart said good-bye to everyone.
AR fh—F2, T EE M E b All of them wanted to see him off,but he
B | B A R A BOREIR R A 1) preferred to leave alone, for it would not

A BRI A destroy their fric?ndship e.stabli'shed'ju'st
now , though he did not quite believe in its

B EEM. truthfulness.
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RENART BECOMES KNOWN AS
THE SAVIOUR OF THE KING
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Selected from“Le Roman de Renart”
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Adapted by Cui Gang
Translated by Wang Linhua
Illustrated by Zhao Zhenwan



