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SYNOPSIS

Situated in the Nouthwestern part of China, Nujiang Prefec-
ture, which consists of four counties, namely, Lushui, Fugong,
Gongshan and Lanping, covers an area of 14, 703 Km® with a width
of 153 Km from east to west and a length of 320. 4 Km from north
to south occupying the region of 25°33' —28°23' N and 98°38' —99°
39'E. With its capital at Liuku, Nujiang Prefecture borders Burma
in the south, connects with Chayu County in Tibet in the north,
neighbors with Baoshan Prefecture in the south, and lies to the west
of the Prefectures of Diging, Lijiang and Dali in Yunnan Province.
This area is located in the Hengduanshan Mountains full of steep
cliffs, rapid rivers,and deep valleys with a varied topography and cli-
mate. Phytogeographically, this area just lies on the point where the
Holarctic Flora crosses the Paleotropical Flora. Owing to the com-
prehensive influence of gechistory and natural factors, this area pre-
serves and develops abundant natural resources of plants and animals
as well as bamboos. An investigation made in this area shows that
there are 52 bamboo species in 11 genera including some rare species

like Racemobambos prainii (Gamble ) Keng f. et Wen and
X



Cephalostachyum scandens Hsueh et Hui, and some endemic species
like Gaoligongshania megathyrsa D. Z. 11 and some other species in
Fargesia Franch, all of which have a high theoretical value in phylo-
gene;ic botany, phytotaxonomy and geographical studies on florae.
Among the bamboo species discovered in this area, Phyllostachys ni-
gra Var. henonis and some other species in Fargesia Franch like
Fargesia edulis Yi possess good — quality bamboo wood which is
beneficial to its exploitation and utilization, and this area is rich in
deposits of these bamboos.

In order for the inventory of bamboo resources, a study group
made integrated investigations on the bamboo resources in this pre-
fecture, and did comprehensive studies on the possibilities and
strategies about the bamboo exploitation and utilization according to
the local conditions and situations. This project began in Oct.
1988, and the field work ended in April 1992,. During these four
years, the team made five field trips to various distribution centers
and typical sites of bamboos, covering the Gaoligongshan Moun-
tains, Biluoxueshan Mountains, and the basins of the Dulong River,
Nu River and Lancang River. In these five field trips, more than
500 bamboo specimens were collected and many local people from

various minority nationalities were interviewed. Owing to the poten-
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