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1. B TRIXCFRPIL
One hundred years ago,the seagulls,three guys from the Coast Guard’s Kill Devil Hills,N. C. , Lifesaving Sta-

tion and a couple of locals witnessed Wilbur and Orville Wright fly a powered machine through the air for the first
time.

The first successful sustained powered flights in a heavier-than-air machine were made here by Wilbur and Or-
ville Wright on December 17,1903. A 60-foot granite monument dedicated in 1932, is perched atop 90-foot tall Kill
Devil Hill commemorating the achievement of these two visionaries from Dayton, Ohio.

Wilbur and Orville Wright were two brothers fromn the heartland of America with a vision as sweeping as the
sky and a practicality as down-to-earth as the Wright Cycle Co. ,the bicycle business they founded in Dayton, Ohio,
in 1892. But while there were countless bicycle shops in turn-of-the-century America,in only one were wings being
built as well as wheels. When the Wright brothers finally realized their vision of powered human flight in 1903, they
made the world a forever smaller place. ({ KiT—H4E))
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EXLbiE
Chinese Culture Adds More Color to the World

Two years ago, there appeared a scene in a gymnasium in New Jersey, U. S. A. |, which left
many Chinese residing in the U. S. A. with an unforgettable memory.

On that day,the whole gymnasium went wild with excitement when several blonde girls on the
stands suddenly pulled out and unfolded a broad banner bearing the words: “ Yao Ming, [ want io
be engaged to you!”!') All at once, admiration, adoration and surprise appeared on everybody’s
face. Many American basketball fans wondered why overnight there had suddenly emerged such a
terrific young man from China,13 time zones from the United States across the Pacific Ocean. '*!
Yes, Yao Ming came from China! He demonstrated to the Americans that not only can Chinese
people play basketball ,but they can also play it as terrifically as American baskethall stars do.

What Yao brought to the U. S. A. is certainly much more than his basketball skills. He also
brought his grace as a modest and self-disciplining Chinese gentleman, which is typical of Chinese
culture,as well. In contrast with those arrogant and self-conceited basketball stars, Yao Ming is po-

lite and well-mannered , like the cool and refreshing breeze in hot summer. *’ Against the backdrop
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of sustained and high-speed development of China’s economy, (*Jthe emergence of “the shock wave
of Yao Ming" across the U. S. A. is interpreted by many American scholars as an epitome of Chi-
nese culture reaching out to the world. Indeed, it has already become an indispensable pari of
China’s peaceful development ,along with such cultural phenomena as Confucius Institute in Europe
and joyous celebration of the Chinese Spring Festival by foreigners around the world.

In recent years, with the development of economic globalization, many scholars in the West
have taken great interest in discussing relationships between different civilizations. (5] However , be-
hind the arguments of some scholars, one can discern a strong sense of superiority of Western civili-
zation. Quite a few Western scholars even believe that without embracing the Western value sys-
tem, no society in the world would ever be able to achieve modernization. ' Many people in Asian
countries have also begun to doubt if their own cultural tradition can nurture the spirit of moderni-

zation. Viewed in this context, Chinese culture will exert significant and far-reaching influence

when it goes global to reach the rest of the world. (#/7 % { BREFHAE))
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