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Lesson 1

The swallow is a migratory bird that returns in the early spring, indicating that spring is on
its way. A famous quotation by Aristotle states that “ one swallow does not make a spring. . .
and similarly one day or a brief period of happiness does not make a man supremely blessed and
happy. ” In general, the swallow, which has long and pointed wings, a round head, and small
legs and feet, is a friendly bird that is thought of as a symbol of hope and the renewal of life.




A Place to Call Home

Raquel Nogueira

My family and I have watghed with interest the swallows that, over the years, have
sought out a nest attached to the wall underneath the small terrace of our house. They
come and go, and we look forward to their return each spring.

One day I noticed that the nest had fallen over with the small occupants—six fat
fledglings covered in good plumage—still inside. My eight-year-old son arranged an
emergency shelter: he put the babies inside a cardboard box, along with bits of cotton
wool and a few pieces of the clay from the destroyed nest. When my husband returned
home that evening, we considered how we could build a new nest for the swallows.

After some animated discussion and without hope of success, we decided to put the
baby birds in another, deeper cardboard box, together with the clay and soft cotton
wool. With a few nails in the wall and a few holes in the improvised nest, the box was
attached to the wall with its little occupants inside. We worried that our handling of the
tiny chicks had left the odor of humans on them. Would the parents, when they
returned, become suspicious, or even reject their young ones?

So we waited anxiously. With dawn came the sound of the parents busily going
about the job of feeding six hungry birds! They looked after their brood until the
fledglings became self-sufficient; only then did they dedicate themselves to fixing up the
new nest we had built.

Some 22 years later, this nest is still sought out by successive generations of
swallows who come, procreate and depart—the source of renewed happiness and joy for
us.

swallow [ 'swolou | n. 31 plumage [ pluumidz n. (5 #)) £ 83 FE, P
seek [ sitk ] vt. (of & X M1t % 4 ia &K

sought) F4k, &, FK emergency [ i'mo:dzansi] adj. % 21 &L T f#
attach [ o'taet[]vt. (H KM, 1 H A (SRHEBL) M AR
underneath [ ,ando'ni:® ] prep. £ --- F M, shelter [ 'felto]n. s XEFr, Bt kb

KT cardboard * [ 'ka:dbo:d . 4K, K4k
terrace ['teras |n. BH, KFHEE; FEZEDM clay [kleiln. 8+ ; #+
occupant [ 'okjurpont]n. HHEHF, BEH destroy [ di'stroi]ot. B3R, BIK

fledgling [ fledzlip]n. MK B EBH /NS5 W= nest [nest]n. §, &

KEI/NG animated [ '@nimeitid ] adj. #FUH, HERH,

« ABRCRPEEA 1 -4 FKiAL; # « ANKRAL; FHEAXNRUERIC; BEARIMT



A Place to Call Home

WA, AW self-sufficient [ selfso'fifont Jadj. H 4 H &
improvise [ 'improvaiz | vt. I E HE £, s AT B, BERWER

Ui dedicate * [ 'dedikeit Jvt. BR( &), B 5 F---
chick [ tfik ] n. B ¥ 5% & 5% W% 4 &9 /N I, successive [ sok'sesiv ] adj. [ 4k, EEW,

(Jutg) /ity HELEH) |
odor” [ 'oudo ] n. K bR, BRIl procreate [ 'proukrieit Jvi. 5, A F
suspicious ” [ sa'spifos ] adj. B RN LR ; 1F depart [ di'pa:t Jvi. B 3=; #fit

BEH), BELH; ZEER renewed [ri'nju:d]adj. AW B, =|HIF
reject [ri'dzekt Jut. 548, £ F W, EHEHM

brood” [brurd]n. (ZiWHF EXEXEH) —F

seek out & H, kI dedicate”oneself to £ (EtEl. & H) B
be attached to & F, E&F, HEF T '

fall qver 81§ fix up B, B

along with #[F--—&, 5..-—if go about HFF, M

1 One day I noticed that the nest had fallen over with the small occupants—six fat fledg-
lings covered in good plumage—still inside. (Para. 2). BE¥r 5 2Z 8] B Z 4 & the small
occupants fJ[F] /1 ; with + 3 iA% 15 + R|iA (with the small occupants. . . still inside)
RAERERIE

2 With dawn came the sound of the parents busily going about the job of feeding six hungry
birds! (Para. 4). AN EI%A, RiE with dawn BUEAE , 5 LAk, 518 EiEEE,;
BRI —NEE R FERK, TR eKERE.

3 They looked after their brood until the fledglings became self-sufficient; only then did
they dedicate themselves to fixing up the new nest we had built. (Para. 4) : only B F 4]
CLERRGI R ik By v

)4 Some 22 years later, this nest is still sought out by successive generations of swallows
who come, procreate and depart—the source of renewed happiness and joy for us.
(Para. 5): some ¥ 5S¥F & H, Y4 T about, BT 5 /5 1 K the source of renewed
happiness and joy for us 3y Ei% this nest & [ {7 15, ¥E#b FE VLA ; [F] AL 1B BB T 8K, 1 AL
PRI AL B4 ) 43 B X RR AL B Ry T AR B840 T 1 F 8 I ISR B 3o
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WER - -BaPH

RRIMBeHFLEME - INRTE, S5k, CALKTLREAXE, KFRA—K
RAXBHXEFREN. RFCRX KX, BEHEX, RN —FKARSHMEFENHE X,

— X, RXARTRERNEBHNAER NREXFHHMEEL ——RET TR, A
FWILTFACNZET L FAEN: EXBDTETRE —ANKKEE, EEAKET Mk
IARE, URAEER G ETFIHRRG LR, DR LR A XBRE, BNELREHNY
RTENFF,

BRMUANNL, SRARGOFL, RNERZLEIENE LKEF - EFBMER
BE, AMKALRLIMERGHE, EH LT T AT T, EERHANELF T LA L,
EERIANERUETFRXASEREAFE LT, RNESKRNEFNNNEL R ELEA
WAREAENA L, FENURKBER, 2T LRES, EEFFLEXBIATELMHE O W
%TR?

BMNEIHERFE. BRE S, KNTEHATHESNXFEELANMBAN DT TR F
Fo CMNBREEARXR—EMERE, BEXLETSH AT, EEXH N4 FEETOEIARAN
AEMPBHEKH R,

AAH22 1 ET, " RX-—RKNWBFLERLRIAXANRTF, kX ELE, $47. B
F—URRFR - FHRNFREBFARIHER,

Comprehension
Choose the best answer for each of the following.
1. The boy mentioned in the story was years old.
A) 7 B) 8
C)9 D) 10
2. The swallows return to the nest each .
A) spring B) summer
C) fall D) winter
3. The attitude of the author towards the swallows can best be described as
A) affectionate B) worried
C) remorseful D) playful
4. The author’s family were concerned that the tiny chicks had the odor of humans
because .
A) the parents might embrace them B) the parents might destroy them

C) the parents might reject them D) the parents might collect them
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5. The phrase “tiny chicks” (Line 5, Para. 3) refers to .
A) baby chickens B) baby roosters

C) baby swallows D) baby magpies
Vocabulary

I. Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the box. Change the form where necessary.

successive improvise shelter fledgling wunderneath suspicious procreate
attach emergency renewed depart odor seek out '
fix up go about o :

1. Refugees settled in the camp are exposed to the hot sun, an unbearable
condition ignored by the authorities.

2. The body of a newt functions almost like a human body. It can swim and breathe

the water with its gills on the sides of its cheeks.

3. Itis for vehicles to travel slowly with their lights off at night, especially if
this is occurring in a residential area.

4. Some teachers importance to the enhancement of students’ academic results
by intensive drilling.

5. Even though it is unlikely that an plan would cut off your food supply for
two weeks, you should prepare a supply that will last that long.

6. This is a wonderful book for casual reading and the stories can be read over and over
again with enjoyment.

7. The main objective of this course is to assist you in bringing into focus what research
you want to undertake in completing your MA thesis and how you propose to

this work.
8. An employee has told me that the staff is extremely diligent in making sure no
loitering of any kind occurs outside their or anywhere near it.

9. At the end of spring and the beginning of summer every year, migratory coastal birds
move on to the next oasis. At the same time, many summer-resident birds fly onto

this little island, planning to here.

10. I have seen several newer homes that during earthquakes; the floors had
buckled and the doorways had collapsed.

11. The crew has and the sun has set. We are left shivering in the cold and
dark.

12. For over three decades, governments have consistently implemented two
basic policies related to the earliest industrial development efforts of the government.

13. The bald eagles had two in the nest this spring and I felt privileged to be a

witness to their growth.
14. I got this idea from a teacher who virtually eliminated all complaining in her
classroom. She would give her students an assignment, a simple checklist

of the procedures.
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II.

I11.

15. Two new types of stem cells have been found that can ( o) the injured muscle

tissue and replace the damaged cells. |

16. The old steam locomotive has been ! ™~ and put back into service and is

available for rides up and down the tracks alongside the river.

17. The whole city is filled with a strange unpleasant 2/ ‘7  since last month, and

even the experts cannot figure out where it comes from.

Discriminate the following group of synonyms and then put the proper word into the

blank in each sentence.

decline refuse reject
They are synonyms when their intended meaning is to turn away something or
someone.

Decline is the most courteous of the three words and is used chiefly in respect to
offers, invitations or services.

e. g. to decline an invitation to dinner

Refuse is more conclusive, often implying decisiveness, and even ungraciousness.
e. g. to refuse them the loan they badly need

Reject stresses a throwing away, a discarding, or abandoning or a refusal to have
anything to do with a person or thing.

e. g. to reject an idea as unworthy

1. A compassionate professor would find it hard to his student permission to
work part time in order to pay for tuition and fees.

2. Mary has never the notion that handsome is as handsome does.
3. This was really a very generous offer extended to him just when he thought of

applying for a position in the firm. He would certainly not it.

Do the following word-building exercises according to specific directions.

B The suffix “-ant”

\/ The suffix “-ant” is attached to some verbs to form nouns with the meaning
“one who does or performs”.
e.g. serve + -ant — servant = one who serves

A/ It is also attached to some verbs to form nouns with the meaning “substance that
does or performs (the action of the verb)”.
e.g. cool + -ant — coolant = substance to keep engines cool

\V/ It is also attached to some verbs to form adjectives with the meaning “doing or
performing (the action of the verb)”.
e.g. please + -ant — pleasant = doing the pleasing

1. Give a word ending with “-ant” for each blank that matches the meaning on the
left.
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1) one who formally applies, as for a job

2) a person who gives professional or expert advice

3) important in effect or meaning

4) one whose work is dealing with merchandise

5) a person or animal that inhabits

6) a person or group that occupies something, such as a tenant or resident
7) a person who helps another in a job and is under that person’s direction

8) a person whose job is to control and examine the money accounts of businesses
or people

M The root “-jec-”
The root “-jec-” means “throw; be near; place This meaning is found in such
words as reject and object. ‘

2. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.
inject adjacent project subjective ‘

1) We are our holiday pictures on to a screen so that lots of people can
see them at the same time.

2) When stating their opinion, some people make it sound like universally
accepted and unquestionable truth.

3) The wildlife of the park is threatened by the proposed road improvement

to the park.

4) A small amount of vaccine is under the surface of the skin, usually at

the middle of the left upper arm.

Structure

Rewrite the following sentences after the model, using SV inversion ( [auxiliary] verb +

subject).

Model 1: The sound of the parents busily going about the job of feedmg sxx hungry birds
came with dawn!
= With dawn came the sound of the parents busﬂy gomg about the job of
feeding six hungry birds!
Model 2 : They dedicated themselves to fixing up the new nest we had built only then
= Only then did they dedicate themselves to ﬁxmg up the new nest we had
built. ' ‘

1. I have seldom seen such remarkable creatures—fat fledglings covered in good plumage.

2. A great castle stood directly in front of them nearly blocking their way to another castle

higher up.
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3. The president was in no time aware of what was happening to undermine his leadership.

4. I was able to appreciate her unique personality only after her death at 82.

5. They little realized the dangers they would have to face before they could defuse the
time bombs.

6. A small temple stood halfway up the hill overlooking a precipice.

Cloze

Complete the passage with words from the text. Change the form where necessary.

Have you ever 1 how hard it is to be a comedian? During each live show, a
comedian must be 2 so that the 3 of the room enjoy his show. If the crowd is not
responding to his jokes, materials must be 4 so that the people become emotionally
5 to the comic. In between shows, however, each comedian must 6 alarge
portion of time to the development of new materials. This is no simple task, as each show
must contain fresh scenarios. Because frequent viewers want their humorous experience
7 with each show, and they will be 8 if they feel that they are watching a repeat
performance. Therefore, a comedian must 9 plan for the next show, so that each

10 show is as good as the previous one.

Translation

Translate the following sentences into English, using the words or phrases given.

I —SERAWE TNET A, IIERSE5#HX, FARLTREN., FRITLEERER

%1, (animated)

2. XHBETHREEER—MERKA, TRE—FKRRARITIE, EFREYMW/INEE-(ER
B HIH, (occupant)

3. X—FK 11 FFRIRB I T . NIBLIE, A AFBWRZMAT. Frid, SiflsE/NENE L
B, KREEHBHIF. (depart)

4. BOXHWER . FERMAMERNH SRS IVAERERREFTEE TR, (destroy)

6. EERANMET, WREHA 7T Y bk % U AW ME B B, B AU B — i i A JEE 4

Fff o (improvise)
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Writing
Grammatical Types of Sentences ( Classified by Structure) I P
English sentences are classified according to the number and type of clause’s they

contain, that is, whether the clauses are independent or dependent. There are four types of
sentences; simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex.

A. Simple Sentence

Exatt{ple; -
80 we waited anxiously. (Para.4)

1. Definition

A simple sentence consists of one independent clause. The sentence has one subject-
verb connection, as in:

Everybody in the room stood up.

The definition, notice, does not say “one subject and one verb”, but rather “one subject-
verb connection”. That connection may involve two or three subjects and two or three verbs
(in theory any number of either), but as long as the connection itself is single, the sentence
is simple, for example .

All the men and women in the room stood up and cheered.

This is a simple sentence. It has two subjects (“men” and “women”) and two verbs
(“stood ap” and “cheered” ), but there is only one connection.

Most simple sentences, however, are short and uncomplicated and do not have multiple
subjects and verbs.

2. Effective Simple Sentence

While a sustained simple style does not work very well in college composition, individual
simple sentences have many uses. The short sentence provides special clarity, or emphasis,
or variety to a series of longer, more complicated statements.

The simple sentence is effective in setting up a topic at the beginning of a paragraph, as
in this passage about the invasion of Anzio Beach in World War II.:

The German reaction, as always, was brisk. Without withdrawing any
troops from the Cassino front, General Kesselring dispatched everything
available to contain the beachhead while a major force could be sent to the
scene. This force soon began to materialize, thanks to the defemsive
procedure that had been prepared for just such a contingency.

Fred Majdalany

Not only does Majdalany’ s simple sentence announce the topic clearly; it also reinforces
the idea. Like the military response it describes, the sentence is brisk and strong. In good
writing the form of a sentence ought to imitate the sense as much as possible. (This principle
applies, of course, to all kinds of sentences, not merely to those which are brief and
simple. )

Another advantage of the simple sentence is that it creates emphasis and variety, as it



