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Abstract

The Annual Report on Development in the Middle East and Africa is an annual
publication jointly compiled by research stuff from the Institute of West-Asian and
African Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and from other institutions
concerned. The chief editor of the report Professor Yang Guang is the director-general
of the Institute of West-Asian and African Studies, president of the Chinese Association
of Middle East Studies and the first executive president of the Chinese Society for
African Studies. Since the first publication of the report in 1997, 13 editions have come
out. This edition is divided into 5 parts, namely general report, special report, regional
situation, market assessment and documentation. In a comprehensive way, it reviews
the recent evolution of the hot spot issues and regional situation; the latest development
of trade and investment market, as well as the progress of research on the Middle East
and Africa in China. It also provides a table of indicators of the Middle East and African
economies.

The special report entitled Looking East of the Middle East and African Countries has
analyzed the strategic importance of China for the Middle East and African countries
from political and economic perspectives and from the point of view of international
relations. The analysis is synthetic and based on several country studies. It reflects not
only the opinion of Chinese scholars but also the point of views of African scholars.
Therefore, it provides a quite comprehensive interpretation of Looking East which has
emerged as an increasingly remarkable phenomenon in the Middle East and African
countries in their relations with China in the new century. The authors believe that this
trend of Looking East has resulted from the combination of a number of factors such as
the changing world structures, the American policies affecting interests of Middle East
countries, the efforts of countries of these regions in exploring their way of development
and in improving environment for their development and security. Although Looking
East may not mean these regions tend to abandon the West in favor of the East, nor
does it merely mean Looking China, in fact, China’s market prospects for resources
import and foreign investment, its increasing capacity of investment, assistance and

transfer of technologies, its policies on a number of major international issues, and its



experiences of economic development do have drawn attention of the Middle East and
African countries. The trend of Looking East is likely to continue.

This book has reviewed the development of the situation in the Middle East and
Africa in 2010 — 2011. For the Middle East, authors believe that despite of the
American partial military withdraw from Iraq, no fundamental change occurred for the
US policies towards the major hot spot issues of the region. The hot spot issues and
deadlocks remained unchanged. Early 2011, turmoil broke out in the Middle East and
North Africa because of social-economic reasons, tribal and religious problems and
demand of democracy, while the result of South Sudan Referendum would lead to the
split of Sudan into two countries soon. All these events may produce major impact on
the regional situation and add uncertainties for the region’s future prospects. Concerning
Sub-Saharan Africa, the big powers have attached greater importance to the region and
countries of the region have strengthened solidarity and cooperation. While mechanisms
of political governance tend to be improved, the stability of the region is still challenged
by old and new hot spot issues in Somalia and Cote d’Ivoire. Fueled by the higher oil
prices and the recovery of the world economy, the economy of these two regions
stepped out of the bottom and began the recovery process after the international financial
crisis. However the unexpected turmoil in the Middle East and North Africa in 2011
could make the speed of recovery lower than expectation.

This book has assessed the external trade, foreign direct investment in the regions
and the assistance they received from the international society. The authors argued that,
despite of the impact of the international financial crisis, the external trade and foreign
direct investment in these two regions were less affected if compared with the developed
world. The official development assistance to these regions kept the upward trend in
2009. 1In 2010, both trade and investment tended to recover in these two regions.

In addition, this book has also reviewed the development of Middle East and
African studies in China and made an inventory of the research works and the research
findings. It has provides the chronology and the table of economic indicators of the
Middle East and Africa.
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