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Passage 1

Liberal Democrats Set Out
Terms for Torture Inquiry
Conference Passes Motion
Explaining What Lib Dems
Feel Inquiry Should Cover
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Fhe Liberal Democrats' today set out what they

think the terms of the government’s upcoming

AR, A R E 5 X BT B A
BERAAE N EREE AN BT AS

inquiry into torture should be.

g1 July David Cameron announced a judicial
inquiry? into Britain’s role in torture and rendition
since the al-Qaida® attacks on New York and
Washington,DC,in September 2001.

Yhe three-person inquiry panel will be headed
by Sir Peter Gibson,a former appeal court judge who
is currently commissioner for the intelligence
services. He will be assisted by Dame Janet, the head
of the civil service commissioners,and Peter Riddell,
the former Times* political commentator who is now
a senior fellow at the Institute for Government.

ot ost of the inquiry will be held in secret, but
victims of torture and their representatives will be
able to give evidence during open sessions, as will

representatives of human rights groups.
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Jn a letter to Gibson, Cameron set out the

“parameters”of the inquiry, but the final terms have yet
to be made public. These parameters included the changing
attitude of “ other countries” towards counterterrorism
detainees,although it makes clear that“this is an inquiry
into the actions of the UK,not any other state”.

St also calls for all the inquiry’s conclusions to be
made public, “other than those whose publication would
compromise® the working methods of the military or
security services”.

Zhe inquiry is not due to begin until civil claims by

alleged victims have been resolved through mediation or

B84
ZXERE
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settled with compensation,and until Scotland investigatio-

BARHAASRZR . AREA &

ns into the conduct of two intelligence officers had been

1IETFER

concluded.

Cameron said in July he hoped that it would begin its
work before the end of the year, however,and it would be
expected to conclude its investigations with 12 months.

“he Lib Dem motion notes“the widespread public
concern about the human rights abuses that have taken
place since 11 September 2001 under the guise of the so-
called ‘war on terror’ initiated by the Bush government
and backed by the Labor government in the UK. The
abuses have included enforced disappearance,rendition and
torture.” .

St also says“there has been a lack of transparency
as to whether and to what extent the UK has been involved
in these abuses and that such a lack of clear information is
both detrimental to Britain’s reputation and damaging to

public confidence in our security services”.

o# ohammed Shafiq, the chair of the Ethnic Minority

Liberal Democrats,said: “From the Muslim community® we .

say thank you to the Lib Dems for making sure an
independent inquiry into torture is taking place... The
abuse of torture victims is an affront to human decency.”
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Farah Ludford, the MEP’ for London,said that David REBRM LS W R ISP &

Miliband, the Labour® leadership contender, was trying to BEEARILETSFATSEFEKRDI X
“wriggle out” of responsibility for these matters, but“he FIBEFE IF 5% 47 196 Bt ax & [a] 3 A4 3¢ 4E
was foreign secretary when some of the actions which are B 245X ST S B R 35 45 69 X St At
the subject of very credible allegations took place”. ER MBI KE”,

wriggle v. T2 A5, ok sB# 7 f4 0

» From The Guardian ,September 19, 2010 »EB(E#KR)2010F£9 B 19 8T
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“It also calls for. .. those whose publication would compromise the working methods of the military or
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@®The Liberal Democrats today @set out @what @they think G the terms of the government’s
upcoming inquiry into torture ®should be.
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E (D The inquiry is not due to begin @until @civil claims by alleged victims @have been resolved

through mediation or ®settled with compensation, ®and until Scotland Yard investigations @
into the conduct of two intelligence officers @had been concluded.
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Obama’s War on Schools
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Over the past year, I have traveled the nation
speaking to nearly 100, 000 educators, parents, and
school-board members. No matter the city, state, or
region, those who know schools best are frightened
for the future of public education. They see no one in
a position of leadership who understands the damage
being done to their schools by federal policies.

Jhey feel
Obama. Most voted for him, hoping he would reverse
the ruinous No Child Left Behind ( NCLB')
legislation of George W. Bush®’. But Obama has not

keenly betrayed by President

sought to turn back NCLB. His own approach, called
Race to the Top,is even more punitive than NCLB.
And though over the past week the president has
repeatedly called on Congress® to amend the law, his
proposed reforms are largely cosmetic and would
leave the worst aspects of NCLB intact.

Ghe theory behind NCLB was that schools would
improve dramatically if every child in grades 3 to 8

were tested every year and the results made public.
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