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Ci Poems on Plum Blossoms
of the Southern Song Period

(1127-1279) M Raktgaalnft5e

ABSTRACT

Plum Blossoms is a popular subject in the Ci poems written in
the Song Dynasty. There were about one thousand Ci poems dealing
with the theme, out of which more than 550 pieces were composed in
the Southern Song Period (1127-1279), whilst only around 130
poems were produced by authors of the Northern Song Period
(960-1127).  Aithough Plum Blossoms had been such a favourite
subject among Song Ci poets, it is strange enough to see that such
poems did not attract great attention from researchers. Of the one

thousand strong research papers written on Song Ci poems, there is
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hardly any that was concentrated on the topic of “plum poems”. In
view of the outstanding achievement both in quantity and quality of
this category of Ci poems written in the Song dynasty, coupled by
the fact that such category had long been neglected by scholars, the
author of this book, therefore, has made an attempt to undertake
research on the topic.

Plum Blossoms was the most favourite flowers among the
people of the Song dynasty. It was considered as the symbol of
beauty and nobility. Apart from being appreciated by ordinary people,
the flower was often the subject portrayed by painters. Practically,
the flower acted as ingredients for cooking, seasoning and even as
medicine.

This book consists of six chapters. Chapter One is an account of
the use of Plum Blossoms as a theme in Chinese literature, ranging
from the Pre-Qin Period to the Song Dynasty. Chapter Two examines
the images of plum blossoms (which symbolizes beauty, hermit and
virtuous personalities) as portrayed by Song poets. Chapter Three
tries to explore the reasons for the popularity of this category of
poems in the Southern Song Period. Chapters Four and Five look
into the content and writing techniques of those Ci poems using
Plum Blossoms as the theme. Chapter Six tries to evaluate the

literary achievement of those Ci poems on Plum Blossoms.
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