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PREFACE

It is a great honor for me to have opportunity to write this preface to the book of
ZhongGao Wang’s Vascular Surgery. In my professional pursuits as a vascular surgeon
I have visited China frequently in the last thirty years. I have treasured my friendship
with Professor ZhongGao Wang and watched with amazement the parallel rise of China to
its global status as one of the world’s foremost nations with that of Dr. Wang from a
bright young surgeon to the top echelon of Surgical Academia.

Academician ZhongGao Wang defies the accepted decree of astronomers that there are
twenty-four hours in each day. When one examines his tremendous clinical and research
output, the local and international meetings he has organized, the offices he has held, the
editorial boards which he has served, the visiting professorships with their attendant lec-
tures, and most importantly, the men has trained, the only reasonable conclusion is that,
this still not older man, though I expressed it as this still young man when I wrote
another introductory note for him ten years ago, has found a way to double or treble
time,

He is known to the western world for his work on the Budd-Chiari syndrome.
Nonetheless. his current book covers all major problems in vascular surgery, the chapter
on Budd-Chiari syndrome, endolvascular treatment, Takayasu’s arteritis, carotid body
tumor, chylous ascites, etc. are his favorites. The unique character of this book is that

there are many sub-chapters attached, which makes the book more readable and



practical, such as nutcracker syndrome caused by the left-sided inferior vena cava,
debranching techniques in thoracic aortic aneurysms and dissections, postoperative
intractable chylous ascites, mensenteric vein to jugular vein shunt for Budd-Chiari
syndrome: 18 years follow-up, and so on. In addition, there are topics on superior
mesenteric venous hypertension, median arcuate ligament syndrome, nutcracker syndrome,
superior mesenteric vessel syndrome, economy class syndrome, intestinal lymphangiectasia,
etc. , which are new.

This book covers from clinical topics range from cerebral insufficiency to lymphedema
(even Bechet’s syndrome) and its inquiries into basic science from platelet deposition to
those still exciting horizons, intimal hyperplasia, vasculogenesis, and therapéeutic gene
therapy which are integral parts of the new endeavors characterized by the term, transla-
tional research.

It is said that the greatness of a teacher is identified when his student surpasses him.
The first of my many visits to China, thirty years ago, was at the invitation of Professor
YingKai Wu, who at that time had great stature in the United States and was China’s
“Mirror to the West”. I am sure that Professor Wu is proud to be known as the teacher
of ZhongGao Wang.

China owes a great debt to this indefatigable physician, professor and scientist and I am

proud to be associated with him and this important publication.

Dr. Julius H Jacobson [[ » MD, FACS
Distinguished Service Professor of Surgery
The Mount Sinai School of Medicine

New York, NY, USA

Board of Directors, American College of Surgeons Foundation



PREFACE

Congratulation on the occasion of the publication of the book ZhongGao Wang's Vascu-
lar Surgery. 1 know you have been working very hard for 13 years to publish this book
which is full of your own practice, experience and physiological thinking focusing on how
to deal best with patients suffering from the most serious medical problems.

It has been my good fortune to have established a friendship with Professor ZhongGao
Wang which has lasted for over 25 years. As I recall, we first met at a meeting in Japan.
We had common interests in aortic surgery, and I was amazed by your large experience
treating patients with the Budd-Chiari syndrome. We at Johns Hopkins University were
very pleased when you agreed to visit us and report your experience to Professor John
Cameron. We have enjoyed many formal and informal social times. 1 remember how you
really enjoyed a ride in my motor boat and watching the baseball game between faculty
and residents. We became good friends as well as colleagues.

Professor Wang returned the favor and invited me to attend a vascular meeting in Bei-
jing. I was born in Suzhou as my father was a professor at the Soochow University. We
left China when I was 10 years old, and Professor Wang’s meeting was the first opportu-
nity for me to return. I had tried out my Suzhou dialect on some Chinese visitors, and I
might as well have spoken Greek. However, Professor Wang from Hangzhou was able to
understand what Chinese I could remember which encouraged me to return to Suzhou on

my own. 1 was amazed that the old campus buildings were still there in good shape.



However, the old campus was very small compared to the huge expansion across the
street.

Professor Wang and I have enjoyed each others company in many meetings in both
China and the USA. He has present frequently consented to share his experience as a
vascular surgeon with us at Johns Hopkins University, and we have always learned from
him. It is very clear that Professor Wang was unique in his ability to organize excellent
international meetings because of his international reputation. He has been a pioneer not
only in Budd-Chiari problems, but on methods for seeding of endothelial, even bone
marrow cells in vascular grafts, in the treatment of severe Takayasu’s arteritis where
there was obstruction of all the brachiocephalic vessels, huge carotid body tumors, and
complex aortic aneurysms treated by a variety of innovative ways. These included
developing his indigenous endografts for femoral AVF, carotidjugular AVF, strait
endograft for AAA and aortic dissections since 1995. More recently he has pioneered the
treatment of gastro-esophageal reflux complicated by respiratory compromise. As the
years pass I feel honored to be considered ZhongGao Wang’s “Big Brother” feel honored

to comment on his work.

W’W

G Melville Williams, MD

Bertram M Bernheim Professor of Surgery
Department of Surgery

Johns Hopkins Hospital

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
Baltimore, USA



PREFACE

This is the latest scientific work by Academician Prof. ZhongGao Wang which we
hold in our hands. ZhongGao Wang’s Vascular Surgery covers a broad spectrum of
vascular probes, scientifically as well as from the clinical aspect. As we can see from the
list of contents. It is like a textbook and it represents a collection of different single
papers on different topics. After general consideration we find contributions on basic
theoretical issues. Continuing with examination techniques and followed by detailed
descriptions of venous and arterial disorders. Vascular trauma and lymphatic diseases are
not excluded, and of course, a major chapter on modern endovascular techniques is worth
to be read.

It is admirable how the author could pile up such a voluminous book full of important
details in every chapter without a lot of external help. There are, however, a few
contributions from international experts, but basically it is the pure product of Prof.
ZhongGao Wang himself.

The secret of Prof. Wang's success and international reputation not only does exist
in his unique capability as an academic teacher who has taught generations of young
vascular surgeons in China, but also in his widely open interest in an international
scientific exchange.

In the 1980s, on the basis of his success (especially on Budd-Chiari syndrome) he

was invited to Europe, USA and many other countries to give lectures.



Apart from this he brought early in the 1980s from Europe, the USA and from
elsewhere to China. 1 gladly remember my first visit to his service at the AnZhen
Hospital in Beijing, and after this so many lectures in different cities of the country and
also operations performed together.

Prof. Wang himself was eager to experience but also to acquire new ideas from
abroad. Therefore he travelled a lot to the USA, to Europe and within Asian and
established a permanent contact between international expert groups. This made him one
of the best known vascular scientists from China in the world.

China has to thank this great personality a lot for his contribution to the fame of his
country, the substantial work for educating the next generation of vascular surgerons and
his humanity for the patients.

I am really proud for having met and accompanied over decades the grand pioneer and

“older statesman” of Chinese vascular surgery.

Dr. Henner Mueller-Wiefel

Past President German Soc for Vasc Surgery

Past President European Soc for Vasc Surgery
Formerly Head of Vascular &. Endovascular Surgery
Academic Teaching Hospital St. Johannes
Duisburg/Germany
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