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% The Ning Yuan Garden

This new enterprise of the
Peiping-I.iaoning 'Railway of
which we have read in local
newspapers quite a while ago,
s now nearing completion,

What has been a track of
bare lowland with several lakes,
s now the largest garden in

Tientsin, whick can boast of its

own theatre, library, swimming
M, K. J. Wang, pool, and other ameénities -
Bngineer of Ning Yuan The park takes 400 mows
of land, of which over 200 have been donated to the
Railway by the Tientsin Municipal Government.

A special commission, with Mr. Hsu as president
and Mr. K, J. Wang as engineer, worked for almost a
year, if not more, on this park.

Mr. Hsu, who is a Chinese scholar himself and a
keen admirer of Chinese classics, insistedr upon giving

the park a classically Chinese appearance. Mr. K. J.
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Wang has ably carried out this scheme.
‘ Mr. H. S. Chow, Traffic Manager of the P.I..R., who
has taken us around the park, remarked that all the
ground had to be lifted 4 feet as a precaution against
floods.

The park is situated just by the railway track at the
Central Station, To reach it, one m st take the train;
the railway fare costs only 10 cents and 10 minutes are
required for the trip.

The main entrance is in the middle of a huge
semiscircle, which serves as a parking place for motor-
cars.

Immediately upon entering, there is a large field
which, according to Mr. Chow's remark, is intended to
become the “Bois de Boulogne” of Tientsin. This is the
only unfinished part of the park.

Further down there is a restaurant, a branch of the
well-known Tung Hsin Lou, and nearby a photo-studio.
Both occupy separate buildings, which as everything
else, are typically Chinese in style.

An extensive system of lakes is situated c!ose-by,

and forty boats are at the service of visitors. In ummer,
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when lotus flowers are in bloom, the lakes are par-
ticularly attractive. In winter the lakes will form an
huge skating rink, the only one of its kind in Tientsin.
At the left one sees a small island on which Mr. K.
J. Wang's office and the management of the park is
located.

Another large island has four places of interest:
a theatre, a club, a reception room and a swimming
pool,

The theatre is a $54,000 structure and is certainly
one of the most attractive places of amusement in Tien-
tsin. Chinese ornaments adorn the ceiling and the roof
of the building. Stained windows—manufactured locally
—bear colourfal scenes from the Chinese history and
classics and prove to be both beautiful and interesting.
The stage is large and affords ample accommodation.
The theatre building is two storeys high with a large
roof garden, from which a good view of the park may
be had.

The club occupies a separate building nearby. Nice-
ly appointed billiard and chess rooms and a bowling

alley are a few of its numerous attractions.
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The reception room for guests of honour, is a
marvel of good taste and well-balanced decorative mao-
tives, The furniture, all Tientsin made, is ovtstanding,

A library has an island all of its own, Further
down there is a swimming pool in the oven air, [t is
fairly large, measuring 20 x 50 meotres and is of con-
siderable depth. Hills, thickly covered with cypress
trees, border the lakes on 'all sides. Gayly painted
pavilions are seen everywhere on the hills. A

The general view of the garden is admirable,
Everything has been undertaken on a broad scale and
the originators of the idea have been successful in
making the park both a place of physical and mental
' recreation,

We do advise our readers to pay a visit to Ning
Yuan, as soon as it opens on January Ist, 1933. The
park will be open to general public every day and as
far as we could ascertain an entrance fee of 5 big
coppers will be charged.

We are giving here two of the best snap shots

of Ning Yuan, to give our readers a better idea of

the park.
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