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Preface

Essential English is a course for the teaching of English to foreign students. It is intended
principally for adults, although it can also be used with younger learners. After working
thoroughly through the four books, of which this is the first, the student should have a
sound mastery of the basic structures and sentence patterns of the language, a limited
but very practical vocabulary, and a familiarity both with everyday colloquial speech and
with more literary forms of the language.

The grammatical material is introduced progressively and systematically and each
lesson contains copious drill material and exercises. The vocabulary is introduced
naturally as the lessons unfold,and a complete word list, together with phonetic
transcriptions, will be found at the end of each book.

One reason for the success and popularity which Essential English has enjoyed for many
years is surely the interest in the “characters”—MTr. Priestley, his family and his group of
students. This provides the framework for the course, and almost without realising it the
learner becomes absorbed in the personalities and everyday lives of Lucille, Pedro, Olaf,
Jan, Frieda—and, of course Hob. Through their eyes we encounter not only the problems
of learning English but also those of living in an unfamiliar country.

In spite of the “new look” of this new edition of my father’s course, it remains
fundamentally the same as previous editions, and I believe that teachers who have been
using them will quickly feel completely at home with it. Some of the material—
particularly that dealing with everyday life in Britain—urgently needed bringing up to
date, and this has been done. I have also re-written and expanded much of the
grammatical explanation, and I hope that teachers and students will find these sections
clearer and more useful. A number of exercises have been revised, and in some cases
re-written, and many of the illustrations have been re-drawn.

My father was always very glad to receive comments and suggestions from users of the
course, and was able to make use of these when preparing revisions. I too have found
such comments invaluable and shall be very glad to hear from teachers and students
who have criticisms or can suggest improvements.

J.M.E.



it

]

CGREFERIEY 2% HME A B WER. CEEN RN, (HthidE AT FR /h— 21
k. FAENINE B 58X PO 5——A 24 55— M——R7 IR FL S8 M 4R 38 1R A B AR 54 A
AR, BER - BAR AR S RN, REUERE R W NiE, SR B AR I .

A% BORE o H AR 9 IB L OB BEAT T8 R 0T B REERINT 4, B IRE A R RIS BN 2k
2. WHCBE AR SCHY JRIF i A 2RI 51 H, A5 W5 Ja Bt A8 1T 26 B L [E B o

REEXEY RERBRDHFETRE, HHAZ—TEE MIMAEBFH A7 —&F R
WA e RO AL Bt B — B A —— PR A 5B X AR BREEIRBE T —MHEZ, AL
TFRAMARHBE T FIL. KEP. RRhik. HE. R —4REFEA—MWAMEMA
WAGWRSET . @ 1 IRES, FATIAS OS] T 5 2105 mAY (R, fd Bl TR T AE
S Efth 2 A 15 L Bl B (7).

BRI RS (AR X E B T H ¥, B E5 LAk BA NN LA -8, BAHE
— HIEAXE R EMNRR Sl B anr. A Sebh R R ST 8w 1 ARTE )y
I A ——8 D5 R, X TAECAERRA e . bk BIHY 7 TIF L EE W, 72
Uil AT 43 S X LeER o SE IS BT . A H. R 24 CIEME T BIT. AU EE B0, U 24
Pl R i

BMSORIA AR H IR THWOR B BB FE PR IR S L, JRAEMS 768 FE 1T TLL RSN,
Bt X LRI R T 2 5, BoRHE 5 s 25t T ER U A= {18 HEE Fnsk 265 W

M Sl R



Contents H3x

Lesson i} Page 11
The Sounds N English i i B 2 ceeeeeeiieieiieeieeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 1
The English AlPhabet i B oorviiiiiieiieieeeee e et 3
1. “Thisis...” “Itis ...”. Questions and Answers
“ L eee e? “5% B e # TEIFBD cvenvarsersessarsseursonnsorasesnanssneronssssssssstnssonessssssussssoansssanssnns 4
2. “Whereis...?”
“eenen FEBBELT ™ ccnsunsnssnussmmunsisesssnsosasnernnennn navnnonsnsnsss s b 81500 EoaasesssAEr TR E RS oA S s n s 13
3. Plurals. “There is ...” “There are ...”
T, <o Hoee RS A e e S R R S eSS ARG R 23
4. “Who?” “What?” “he”, “she”, “they”, “it”
i R TR - 35
5. In the Classroom. Present Tense of “Be”
FERUE B BEEUIAEIE oot e et 44
~ 6. The Farm
BEIT] s ioiinsamnmcei oo S 5 3 ST S S A 5 5 S B S A S 52
7. Simple Present Tense. Possessive Adjectives
—REBLTERT o B FETE BT veeeviie ettt e s 60
8. The Hotel. Present Continuous Tense
HREE e BLIEHBEFTIE cooreerreimiiiiceiiccsesessresesnsosesnssessesesnsessensesensansonseneesessenmesmen e s 68
9. “Have” and “can”
HAVE FIl CHIL ssciussmssesssssssssscsssotsonssssnssnsoppessassunenssnsssssesnesssssisssmsssssimionsrmsomesmmssnsssemssnnens 77
10. The Seaside. Adjectives and Adverbs. Infinitive
. TR, A5 BT oottt ettt e e te e s e e e e e e e e 83
11. Telling the Time
BB seesumraome s omssmsnssymon s 56 nin cmammsmmomson s O AR s s e e 93
12. In the Classroom. “was”, “were”, “could”, “had”
FEBE R, was, were, CoUld, NAd .....ccuciiioimmemnissmsssmissssssnsnsenssesisnssssossemsmmmmmnnses 107
13. Mr. Priestley
B BT RRR JELE oottt et et e st 115
14. The Two Present Tenses
PERPBLZERE ccoiniininninnniinnnineninisisnisssssassesssnonsssnassassnsnsessnsaenasssnsssnssssstsssesmemsmnsasnen 122



15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24.

2S.

26.

27,

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Simple Present Tense Negative. Word Study

BB AERF HITE RER e TATEIIEZE cveveereeereeeeeeeeeseseeseseesessemsessssseesessesessesssseeeee e es s 128
Subject and Object Pronouns. A Story without Words
FAVEE BRI BB IRl — T TC S weereeeerreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeesereeeseseeseees e 140
Mrs. Priestley and Some Others
e FUHTREF T FLEE M BE A oottt et et e ettt e e e e e s n e e e ennen 145
The Future. “Some”, “any”, “no”
b5 N T0) 0 o [V o | 2 o Lo KRS 153
Mr. Priestley’s Students
B BT JEAE HIZEZENT oottt sstee e e ste v ne e s ssteesaeeseseeesaasssesansensns 161
Comparison of Adjectives (1). A Story without Words

TR I B R (1) 0 — NI T I creereeeteeee ettt e e e e e e oo 170
Likes and Dislikes. Past Tense. A Story without Words
3T TR | ke o3 d: -SSR 181
Comparison of Adjectives (2). Past Tense of Irregular Verbs

PR I LL B 2 (2) o A HLI ZHIR]HIIE ZHE v 195
The Cat that Caused a Wedding
B R S R oottt ettt e e 205
Past Tense—Interrogative and Negative
T B ——BEM FUHI TR TR ceerreeerireniiiiiiiiieinne e eeeeeeeeseeeeesae s e s e e e 208
The Students Talk about Clothes
P EEMTIIE IR sacossrmommcssoncsnammmonnonsassnpanvaysennivessssanssosspssesssnsssaisn s dosmemssstassorassssmsmeseses 214
Irregular Verbs. Word Study
AR BT BRI TE vttt ettt et 221
The Students Talk about Food
B AT TR U TR onoevcnmevamnimenssmenssessstistansiinnnmmss i ssa cisiensemss 4S5 mems s s ot ss s mssiesme e sassass 229
Irregular Verbs. “Ought” and “must”
AR ZhiF . QUGN FITIUSE ..ot 239
The Students Talk about Writers. Present Perfect Tense (@))
FHEMMRIBIER . BLIETZ BT (1) oottt e 245
Present Perfect Tense (2). Question Phrases (1)
BLAESE BT (2) 0 BETETIE (1) coeneeeeeeeeceeneeeeee ettt 253
Conversation. Present Perfect Tense (3) |
SiEe BIETE BT (B) oottt ettt e et e 261
Present Perfect Tense (4). Question Phrases (2)
BLAESE it (4) o BE IR EE (2) woveeeceeeeeeeene oot 267



Appendixes [}

L.

II.

1.

IV.

VL.

The Irregular Verbs

ASHLT B IR ZE wveereeereeieeee et e e e e e e aeeeens

Grammatical Terms

TBIERIEZE wverrerrererrenieneieeseeeseesessetesseeeseeeseeeseeeenens

Personal Names

........................................

..........................................

..........................................

..........................................

..........................................



THE SOUNDS IN ENGLISH |
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Vowels ;%

me, tree, three, he, people, the'

ship, it, ticket, this, king

bed, pen, egg, yes, men, well

man, that, am, and, Paris, can, Spanish

past, dark, arm, are, car, hard

not, lot, wash, song, from, rock, coffee

all, small, ball, or, forty, morning

put, full, look, good, foot, book

who, move, moon, blue, do, too

up, cup, much, sun, some, but

her, Thursday, burn, third, thirteen, worth, work
a, the?, under, father, address, servant, Saturday

Diphthongs ¢

say, baby, train, plate, table, waiter, Spain
no, smoke, those, motor, only, Poland, hotel
five, nice, ice, eye, my, side

how, count, flower, cloud, hour, now
boy, noise, boil, voice

dear, clear, beer, really, ear

where, there, their, chair, hair, care
four, door, your, more, floor

sure, poor
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Consonants #f3F

pen, pay, people, pull, open, help

be, bath, boy, bad, husband, bed, beef
train, tree, sit, tea, table, hotel, stop
door, day, sad, kind, desk, Friday, word
cold, back, clock, car, class, king

gold, bag, girl, dog, good, go, egg-cup
fine, far, safe, flower, fifteen, after
very, save, vegetable, seven, never
thank, thick, thin, nothing, think, twentieth
then, that, there, weather, with, together
so, sit, sleep, thinks, place, cigarette
zero, has, knives, comes, plays, noise
ship, sharp, fish, English, short
pleasure, measure

Charles, each, Richard, much

John, judge, age, Japan, language

his, happy, here, help, unhappy

man, make, many, my, swim

name, near, then, finish

sing, thing, working, English, king
red, around, very, rich, every, room
leave, long, full, pull, greatly, last

will, work, away, when, window, wash

yellow, year, you, young, yes



Aa
Jj
el

dzer

Kk
Tt
ker
ti:

Uu

Ju:

THE ENGLISH ALPHABET

Bb Cc

bi: si:

LI Mm

el em

Vv Ww
vi: 'dablju

Dd

di:

Nn

cn

XX

eks

KiEFER
Ee Ff
i ef
Oo Pp
30 pi:
Yy Zz
wal zed

Qq

kju:

Hh

ertf

Rr

a:(r)

Ii

al

Ss



B AL ENGLSH

Lesson 1

(First Lesson)

Number 1 (one)

| Number 1 is a man.
This is a man.

Number 2 (two)

-1 Number 2 is a woman.
This is a woman.

Number 3 (three)
“W This is a boy.
Question: What is this? WHAT

Answer: This is a boy.

=wg !his is a girl.
Question: What is this?
Answer: This is a girl.

THIS Is A
MOTOR-CAR




Number 6 (six)

Number 11 (eleven)

Lesson One

"W Question: What is this? WHAT’S THIS?

Answer: It is a train.
It’s a train.

Question: What is number 7?
Answer: Number 7 is a mountain.

Question: What is number 8?
Answer: Number 8 is a clock.

Question: Is this a tree? YES
Answer: Yes, this is a tree.

1T T2

QUESTION ANSWER

Question: Is this a ship?
Answer: Yes, it is.

Question: Is this a ship?
Answer: No, it is not a ship;
it is a cigarette.

IS 0E <
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Number 12 (twelve)

Number 15 (fifteen)

<

Number 16 (sixteen)

Question: Is this a cigarette?
Answer: No, it is not a cigarette; it is a horse.

“W This is a man and a boy.

Question: What is this?
Answer: It is a woman and a baby.

Question: Is this a woman and a baby?
Answer: No, it is not; it is a cat and a dog.

Question: Is this a cat and a dog?
Answer: No, it is not; it is a hammer and a nail.



NEW WORDS 5]

lesson /'lesn/ n. i

one /wan/ n. —

first /fa:st/ a. & —/

number /'namba/ n. =t

is /1z/ (be {95 = AFR B IL/E ) &

a /ey, o/ art. (g ia]) — (4°)

man /man/ n. B A

two /tu:/ n. —

woman /'woman/ (women /'wimin/)
n. gL, Ak

this /01s/ a. & pron. ix; x4

three /0ri:/ n. =

boy /bov/ n. B %

question /'kwestfon/ n. [n] &

what /wot/ pron. (%=1t id) {4

answer /'a:nsd/ n. [a] &

four /f5:/ n. g

girl /g3:V/ n. % #%; iR

five /faiv/ n. |

motor /'mauts/ n. %

car /ka:/ n. /WR%E, B%E

motor-car /'mouvtoka:/ n. K%

six /siks/ n. 75

it /it/ pron. g; ix; A

train /trem/ n. kK %

seven /'sevan/ n.

mountain /'maovntm/ n. 11

eight /ert/ n. )\

clock /kiok/ n. %&h, Bt sah

nine /nam/ n. Ji

tree /tri:/ n. gt

yes /jes/ ad. &, RHI; LFHY

ten /ten/ n.

ship /fip/ n. #%

eleven /1'levon/ n. —

no /nsv/ ad. 1, AR, BH

not /not/ ad. A, %; A&

cigarette /sigo'ret/ n. & 4

twelve /twelv/ n. | —

horse /ho:s/ n. 4,

and /end, ond, nd/ conj. 1, Kk, 5
thirteen /'63:'ti:n/ n. + =

fourteen /'fo:'ti:n/ n. |4

baby /'beibr n. B4 )|,

fifteen /'fif'ti:n/ n. +H

cat /ket/ n. 3

dog /dog/ n. %

sixteen /'siks'ti:n/ n. 75

hammer /'hemo/ n. &, Hpk

nail /ne1ll/ n. %7 1

* * * * *
(AT hiEik Rk I3 5 %149)
pronunciation /pra,nanst'erfon/ n. % &
drill /dril/ n. #:>1; %

exercise /'eksasarz/ n. %

put /pot/ vt. ji, #H

in/m/ad. #, A

the /8i:, 8o/ art. (5 i) 48 55:& N S
missing /'misiy/ a. frif

word /ws:d/ n. #.i7

write /rait/ vt. §

to /tuz; to, to/ prep. 3|

dictation /dik'teifon/ n. W+ 5

new /nju/ a. ¥y, HEH
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Lesson One

PRONUNCIATION DRILL 25l

/iz/

three
'four'teen
tree
'fif'teen
'thir'teen
'six'teen

/o/
not
what
dog
clock

/3:/

girl

word
'thir'teen
first

Jav/
'mountain

/8/ (voiced)

1/

this

six

ship

is

'baby
'mountain
e'leven
'fif'teen
in
'six'teen
ciga'rette

/2:/

four
horse
'four'teen

/a/

a
'woman
"hammer
'motor
'answer
and

o1/
boy

[0/ (unvoiced) three, 'thir'teen
/w/ what, 'woman

/el

yes

ten
e'leven
'seven
'question
twelve
ciga'rette
'lesson

/ol
'woman
put

le1/
train
'baby
nail
eight

=/ /a:/

man car

cat answer

hammer

Ju:/ /Al

two 'number
one

2o/ /a1/

no five

'motor nine
write

/t/  ten, tree, train, 'thir'teen
/h/ horse, 'hammer



