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A Brief Introduction

Wang Fu, Cui Shi and Zhongchang Tong were all celebrated
statesmen and thinkers in the second half of the Eastern Han Dy-
nasty, who turned up in a succession as three important repre-
sentatives of the social critical trend of that period. This book has
made a systematic study of their lives, writings and thinkings.

Based on A Treatise on the Latent Man, the present book

has penetratingly analyzed the source and features of Wang Fu’s
thinking, and comprehensively evaluated his political, economic,
legal , philosophic and ethical ideas as well as his atheistic trend.
Based on the recently discovered fragments from the lost books—

Commentaries on Current Politics and Candid Talks, brief com-

ments on Cui Shi and Zhongchang Tong are presented here, cov-
ering their political, legal, economic and philosophic ideas.
Their theoretical contributions in the social criticism and their his-
torical role as a link in the transition from Confucianism of the
Han Dynasty to mysticism of the Wei and Jin period are fully af-

firmed.
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