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A Brief Introduction

Ge Hong, styled Zhi Chuan, called himself Bao Pu Zi. He
was a native of Danyang Jurong in the Jin Dynasty. He lived dur-
ing the transitional period between the Western and Eastern Jin
Dynasties. Ge Hong was a learned and prolific scholar, a famous
Taoist thinker and the founder of external elixir studies and Taoist
theology. His main book, Bao Pu Zi, especially its core chap-
ters, is an important work of theological Taoism and has been very
influential through the ages. Ge Hong and his writings occupy an
important position in the history of Taoism, the history of science,
and the history of philosophy.

The book discusses Ge Hong's theory of achieving deity
through immortality and his scholarly thoughts. It also discusses
the teaching program Ge Hong designed for Taoist practitioners
and its main content. It pays attention to the link between his
thoughts and those of Yang Xiong, Wang Chong, and Zhang
Heng of Han Dyansty, and explores the relation of his ideas to
Confucian thoughts. It also notes that Ge Hong attached impor-
tance to rationality and practical effects, which put him at odds

with the mainstream “dark leamning” of his time.
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