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Reading Comprehension ( Reading in Depth)

Section A

VITNSSIOTER /n this section, there is a passage with ten Manks. You are required to

wselect one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following

the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each
choice i the bank is identified by a lewter. Please mark the corresponding letter for

cach item on Answer Sheet 2 with a single line through the centre. You may not use

any of the words in the bank more than once.

Test 1

Swimming, art of self-support or self-movement, by means of hands and
feet. in or on the water, is generally practiced as a sport or means of
47 . Because human beings do not swim 48 . swimming tech-
niques must be leamed. Unlike other land animals that propel themselves
through water by what is 49 a form of walking, human beings have
developed a varied series of strokes and body movements that 50
themselves through waler with guickness and 51 and that are the
basis for the evolution’ of competitive swimming as a sport. '

Swimming may take place in any body of water large enough to allow free
movement that is not too hot, too cold, or too violent. Currents and tides may
muke swimming 52, but they also serve as a challenge to the strength
and courage of swimmers, as in the various successful efforts to swim across the
English Channel' , the body of water separating England and France.

Swimming is known not only as a means of. 53 or saving lives
in 54 . but also as a valuable’ 55 in physical treatment and
as one of the most beneficial’ forms of general exercise. -~ No other form of
exercise uses so many muscles in the body so fully. Swimming’s }'mpuiarityj has

been helped by the fact that many indoor and outdoor swimming pools have been
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56 for public use worldwide. In addition, some residences” have privare’
pools.
A. tool B. survival" C. equipment
D. distinctively E. essentially” F. urgency
G. constructed H power |. hazardous"
J. safe K. recreation” L. entertainment
M. instinctively'* N. emergencies O. propel

Test 2

Most folk cultures have changed greatly in the last hundred years. Printing
and the mass media' have given them access to urban culture. Members of folk
communities” have moved (o cities and continued their traditions in changed form.
Urban' music has, likewise, been 47 by folk music. Thus, many

48 once on the border of folk music have taken on greater importance.
Some examples: European groups now living in American cities keep up their

49 at festivals’ and parties. Different political and social movements
of the left and the right have made a practice of writing and performing
songs in folk™ style with words supporting their causes. ' American folksingers
of rural” origin, such as the Carter family in the 1950s, or with 50 back-
grounds , such as Pete Seeger, have become major urban entertainers’ . This is true
in Europe, Asia, and Africa as well. Popular music makes use of folk styles, and
mixed styles such as country-and-western” music, folk-rock” , and religious” mu-

sic have 51

. In Eastern Europe, 52 rural folksingers have been
given formal musical waining in conservatories'' .

The typical' folk community has been 53 to many kinds of musical
influences. In the former republics of the USSR, instruments once played solo
(1% ) were organized into 54 that entertained in large cities. Contests,
folk festivals, and tourism have all made inroads™ into the relative isolation of the
folk community and its music. The character of folk music has changed great-
ly since World War Il, and the lines separating it from other kinds of music

e 6 -
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have become 55 R 56 . folk music as a worldwide phenome-

non, although changing, shows no sign of disappearing.

A. emerged" B. academic' C. affected

D. Thus E. talented"” F. disappeared

G. traditions H. routine |. exposed

J. covered K. effected L. phenomena'
M. orchestras N. biurred" 0. Nevertheless

Test 3

The importance and influence’ of the Bible among Christians” and Jews' may
be explained 47 in both external and 48 terms. The external
explanation is the power of tradition, custom, and creed . Religious groups confess
that they are guided by the Bible. In one sense the religious community is the

49 of Bible. having developed it, cherished it, used it, and 50
canonized it ( that is, developed lists of officially recognized biblical books). The
internal’ explanation’ , however, is what many Christians and Jews continue
to experience as the power of the 51 of the biblical” books them-
selves. ' Ancient Israel and the early church knew of many more religious books
than the ones that 52 the Bible. The biblical books, however, were cher-
ished” and used because of what they said and how they said it; they were official-
ly canonized” because they had come 1o be used and believed so widely. The Bible

53 is the foundation” document of Judaism" and Christianity''.

It is commonly known that the Bible, in its hundreds of different translations,
is the most widely distributed book in 54 history, Moreover, in all its
forms, the Bible has been enormously influential, and not only among the reli-
gious communities that hold it sacred. The ii[cmtﬁrc. art, and music of Western
culture in particular are deeply indebted to biblical themes' and images. Transla-
tions of the Bible, such as the Authorized Version | or King James Version,
i611) and Martin Luther's translation of the Bible into German { first comple-

ted in 1541 not only influenced literature but also 55 the develop-
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ment of languages. -~ Such 36 continue to be felt in emerging na-

tions" . where translations of the Bible help to shape language traditions.

A author B. contexts C. internal
D. consist E. eventually F. contents
G. broadly " H. shaped |. affects

J. narrowly K. human L. truly

M. constitute™ N. animal 0. effects

Test 4

Business activities are becoming increasingly’ globalas 47 firms ex-
pand” their operations into overseas markets. Many U, S. firms. for example. ar-
tempt to tap emerging markets by 48 business in China, India, Latin A-
merica. and Russia and other Eastern European countries. Multinational corpora-
tions ( MNCs ) ., which 49 in more than one country at once, typical-
ly" move operations to wherever they can find the least expensive labor pool

50 to do the work well. ' Production jobs requiring only basic or repeti-
tive’ skills—such as sewing computer 51 —are usually the first o be
moved abroad. MNCs can pay these workers a fraction of” what they would have
1o pay in a domestic” division” . and often work them longer and harder. Most U.
S. multinational businesses keep the 52 of their upper-level management,
marketing . finance. and human resources divisions within the United States. They

53 some lower-level managers and a vast number of their production
workers in offices, 54 . and warehouses’ in developing countries, MNCs
based in the United States have moved many of their production operations to Cen-
tral and Latin America, China, India, and Southeast Asia.

Mergers'" and acquisitions'" are also becoming more 55 than in the
past. In the United States. for example. tobacco product and food manufac-
turer R. J. Reynolds Industries bought food giant Nabisco Brands to form
RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp. in 1985 and in 1995 the industrial power gener-
ator, electronics, and appliance manufacturer Westinghouse Electric Corpo-
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ration 56  media production company CBS Inc. -
A. good B. chips C. numerous”
D. factories E. able F. sold
G. minority H. employ |. unusual
J. common K. chops L. purchased"
M. majority N. pursuing" O. operate

Test 5

Marilyn Monroe, a troubled' beauty who failed to find happiness as
Hollywood’s 47  star, was discovered dead in her Brentwood home of an
apparent 48 of sleeping pills Sunday.

The blond" . 36-year-old actress had nothing on, lying face down on her
bed and cluiching' a telephone receiver in her hand when a psychiatrist’
broke into her room at 3 : 50 a. m. '

She had been dead for estimated six to eight hours.

About 5 : 15 p. m. Sawrday she had called the psychiatrist, Dr. Ralph
Greenson, and was told 1o go for a 49 when she complained she could
not sleep, police reported.

Her body was taken to the County Morgue. where Coroner Theodore
J. Curphey said after a check that he could give a " presumptive” opinion”
that death was due to an overdose” of some drug. -

He said a special “ suicide” team” would be asked to 50 Miss
Monroe’s Tast days to determine if she ok her own life.

Further medical tests as to the 51 of the suspected killer drug will be
completed in 48 hours, he said.

It was learned that 52 authorities believed Miss Monroe had been in
a depressed mood recently, The Coroner’s office listed the death on its records as
possible suicide while the police report said death was 53 accidental®.

No suicide 54 was found. '

Dr. Robert Litman, a psychiatrist serving on the suicide team. said notes are
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left by less than 5% of those who 55 their own lives.

Miss Monroe's body was discovered after her housekeeper’ and companion,
Mrs. Eunice Murray, awoke about 3 a. m. and saw a light still buming in the
actress’ room.

Mrs. Murray found the bedroom door locked. She was unable to 56

Miss Monroe by shouts and rapping on the door, and immediately telephoned Dr,

Greenson.
A. overdose B. possibly C. bring
D. impossibly . E note F. arise
G. paper H. underdose |, ride
J. investigate" K. nature L. brightest
M. arouse" N, medical O. take

Test 6

The earliest Mother's Day celebrations' are traced back to the spring celebra-
tions of ancient’ Greece in 47 of Rhea, the Mother of the Gods.

During the 1600s, England celebrated a day called * Mothering Sunday™ | cel-
ebrated on the 4th Sunday of May. “Mothering Sunday™ honored the mothers of
England. During this time many of the England’s poor mothers worked as serv-
ants’ for the 48 . As most jobs were located far from their homes, the
servants would live at the houses of their 49 . On Mothering Sunday the
servants would have the day off and were encouraged to return home and spend the
day with their mothers. A special cake, called the mothering cake, was often
brought along to provide' a 50 time.

As Christianity spread throughout Europe, the celebration changed to
honor the “ Mother Chureh”™— the spiritual’ power that gave them life and
protected them from 51 . ' Over time the church festival blended with”
the Mothering Sunday celebration. People began honoring their mothers as well us
the 52 ;

In the United States Mother’s Day was first suggested in 1872 by Julia Ward

- 10 -
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Howe as a day dedicated to’ 53 . In 1907 Ana Jarvis, from Philadel-
phia’, begana 54 (o establish a national Mother’s Day. Ms. Jarvis per-
suaded her mothet’s church in Grafton, West Virginia o celebrate Mother's Day
on the second 55 of her mother’s death, the 2nd Sunday of May. By the
next year Mother’s Day was also celebrated in Philadelphia.

While many countries of the world 56 their own Mother's Day at
different times throughout the year, there are some countries such as Den-
mark, Finland, ltaly, Turkey, Australia, and Belgium which also celebrate
Mother's Day on the second Sunday of May. *

A. employees B. champagne C. harm

D. anniversary’ E. admire F. festive"
G. family H. peace |. church

J. war K. employers L. honor"!

M. wealthy" N. campaign" O. celebrate

Test 7

Formula' racing, or single-seat automobile racing, in which the 47
of the cars are strictly” regulated, is governed by FIA. The organization, located
in Paris, France, is the international 48 body for much of worldwide au-
tomobile racing. Periodically, FIA sets technical 49 for building, main-
taining, and racing many different classes of cars. Vehicles' used in Formula
One ( F1) racing are considered the highest form of 50 racing cars
due to the sophistication’ of construction and ultimate® speed. ' Their design,
in which the flow of air over and under the car (aided by sophisticated wings and
the closeness of the car to its racing surface ) creates a downward force”,

51 them close o the ground despite high =~ 52 . Designed for road
racing, F1 cars can accelerate’ and brake quickly. FIA also regulates classes for
other formula cars.

For much of automobile racing history, there were no restrictions® on
53 development, so Fl cars were the 54  sophisticated,
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