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The Road Not Taken

Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both,
And be one traveler, long | stood,
And looked down one as far as | could,

To where it bent in the undergrowth.

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there,

Had worn them really about the same.

And both that morn-ing equally lay,

In leaves no step had trodden black,
Oh, | kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

| doubted if | should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh,
Somewhere ages and ages hence;

Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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Studying Abroad in America

By studying abroad in America we
mean to go to America for advanced studies
in an American institution of higher
learning. That is, to receive the higher
education. In the early 1980s, prompted by
“the craze of going abroad for studies”,
quite some young Chinese went to the
United States, but some of them with little
the  American

knowledge of higher

education were just enrolled in English
continuation schools; some in community
colleges.

Higher education refers to the post-
secondary education, which takes on a
complex meaning in the United States.
There are five categories of institutions of
higher education in the United States.

(1) Doctoral-level institutions

This the

research universities and other universities

category includes large
with strong Ph. D programs. There are 167
universities in the United States which fit
this description, of which 106 universities
are public, receiving, on average, 75% of

their funds from government sources, and

CAMPUS ENGLISH - 7
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the other 61 universities are private,

supported almost entirely by religious

bodies or private funds.

(2 ) Comprehensive institutions

This type of universities offer several
programs but usually no degree higher than
a Master’s. There are about 408 universities
of this category in the United States, with
254 of them public and 154 private.

(3) General baccalaureate® institutions

Those are small colleges whose liberal
arts program dominates the curriculum. Of
them, only 123 are public, whereas 604
are private ,for a total of 727.

(4) Specialized institutions

This category consists of theological
business

which

specialize in a single field of study. Of a

seminaries, medical schools,

colleges, and other institutions
total of 583 such institutions, 66 are public
and 517 are private.

(5) Two-year institutions

The historic term for this category of
institutions is “Junior College” , but now it
associated  with

is  mainly community

colleges, the 2-year public institutions
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founded during the last generation of the
20th century in some 900 school districts
around the country. There are more than
1,200 two-year institutions throughout the
United States, and most of them are public,
only a little bit more than 280 private.

The aggregate® number of American
institutions of higher education is 3, 280.
This figure represents only accredited®
institutions, that is, those recognized by
agencies which set standards for university
study. If non-accredited institutions were
added in, the total would be near upon
10,000.

Some 2,600 American universities and
colleges have foreign students. In the early
years of 1980s the total international student
enrollment was 336,900 more. In the years
of 1990s there were about 500,000 foreign
students studying in various kinds of
American institutions of higher education.

If you wish to go to study in an
American university, you have to make an
application for admission. To apply for
admission to an American university, you
should write directly to the International
Office of the

Admission Office of the university,to which

Student university, or
you wish to go, requiring them to send you
the application forms. In your letter of
application you should clearly indicate the

school and the department you intend to go
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to, and whether it is an undergraduate or a

graduate program. After receiving the
forms, fill them up as required and attach
necessary materials, such as the English
translation of our transcript, then send them
back. When taking non-English speaking
students, most of American
TOEFL

stands for Test of English as a Foreign

international

universities require TOEFL scores.

Language, which is the indication of your
English level. Some Chinese young people
think that they can surely and necessarily
get scholarship from American universities,
if only they make a good score of TOEFL.
That is a wrong idea.

You can take the TOEFL test in China,
and request the TOEFL Test Center in the
United States to send your score directly to
the university you have applied to for
admission. Generally  speaking, the
minimum score of TOEFL for admission is
about 550.
standard of TOEFL
students, such as 580 or 600. The full score
of TOEFL test is 750. The TOEFL test

questions are divided into three parts:

Better universities may have

higher for foreign
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